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ASSOCIATION NEWS

This is to be held in Canberra on May 5 t h in order b discuss and vote
upon proposed changes to the Association's Constitution. Members should
already have received a bundle of papers pertaining t~ these proposals.
In addition, members will also be asked to ratify +h9 formation of the
W.A. Chapter of the Association (see elsewhere in this &sue).
Although
it's hard to see anyone objecting to this, it is a arequirement of %he
Constitution that a State Chapter is] formally recoganbed at a general
meeting of the Association.

P.0. BOX 214. Holme Building, University of Sydney.

NSW 2006.

Telephone (02) 818 3287

It is understood that W.A. members have met to set up a State ChapterThis is the second Chapter to establish in recent months and a n
More news
indication of the growth of the Association outside N.S.W.
from Western Australia in the next issue.

]MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS:

A PERSONAL VIEW1

Since joining the Membership Committee six months ago, I have become
aware of two problems in the preparation and presentation of membership
applications (particularly Full Member applications).
The first concerns the general skills categories for which Full Member
applicants seek endorsement. There seems to be a widespread per&eption
that an applicant should seek endorsement for as many general skills
categories
as possible, with
or without
appropriate supporting
documentation. Some applicants apply for 4 or 5 categories when it is
obvious their application only demonstrates qualifications/competency in
two or three categories.
6.

The Association has obviously failed to adequately communicate to
applicants that Full Membership is not static but that Full Members
should be encouraged to seek upgrading or extension of their recognised
skills as they become more experienced.
I n other words, an applicant
1s quite entitled to seek Full Membership on the basis of a couple &f
categories and then apply for an extension of their recognised Full
Member skills at a later date.
It may even be appropriate for a Full
Member to seek deletion of a skills category as their career moves off
in a new direction.
The second problem concerns the content of applications. Again there
seems to be a widespread perception that Full Membership applicants are
restricted to submitting the standard application form plus two or more
consulting reports.
Obviously, the above are mandatory but why restrict an application to
just these? The Membership Committee needs to know if a Full Member
applicant is competent to carry out a consultancy project (from A to

Z)
I cons ider that applicants ~ 6 i i I . d improve their prospects by submitting
project portfolios which would document all aspects of a consulting
project:
initial contact with the client, the project brief, liaison
with community groups and heritage agencies, the project report or
reports, follow-up liaison and contact, and any other supporting
documentation. Some of this material may not always be included in the
actual consultancy reports.
I also see no reason why applicants should restrict themselves to
written material.
Audio-visual material (videos, cassettes etc) which
could enhance an
application should also be acceptable to the
Association.
After all, the main purpose should be to assist people
with their applications and any sort of imagination and flair should be
encouraged.
The above comments represent a personal view and in no wag represent the
views of the Membership Committee or the Association as a whole. I hope
they stimulate some discussion.
David Bell

i
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The issue of general skills categories for Full Members was raised at
the February meeting of the National Executive Committee.

It was pointed out that the existing categories may need to be updated
in view of the changes in the nature of consulting archaeology in the
last few years.
For example, the categories of site s u m e y , recording and excavation, do
not give appropriate recognition to those consultants involved in the
preparation of heritage studies, conservation plans or plans of
management. Nor is it clear where 'watching briefs' should fit in: are
they recording or excavation?
The NEC has therefore set up a sub-committee to report back on this in a
couple of months. The sub-committee comprises David Bell, Mary Dallas,
Jo M d o n a l d , Richard Mackay and Beth Rich.

.*"

Anyone with ideas or suggestions is welcome to contact the sub-committee
either via the Association's address ('phone: 0 2 828 3287) or via
individual members of the sub-committee.

A R O U N D THE TRAPS
[AACA,

VICTORIAN CHAPTER NEWS I

by Hilary Du Cros
WORKSHOPS AND OCCASIONAL MEETINGS.

2/4/90
(Monday)

Heritage and Gardens: Richard Aitken, Consultant to the
National Trust of Victoria, will discuss the value of
archaeological work in assessing, conserving and managing
historic gardens.
Occasional Meeting.

-

6.30
8.00pm.
The Theatrette,
Museum of Victoria.
off
La
(entrance
driveway.)

7/5/90
(Monday)

-

Trobe

Street,

free

parking

down

Planning and Archaeological Consultants.
Workshop on
working with planning consultants on development and site
management projects. Chris Johnston (Context) will speak
on the planning consultant's point of view.

-

6.30
8.00pm.
The Archaeology Department,
La Trobe University.
All workshops and occasional meetings have to be self-supporting, so be
prepared to pay a small attendance fee.

VAS is also organising a Site Documentation Competition for next summer,

designed to encourage Aboriginal and Post-Contact site recordings of
high quality.
Similar competitions of this nature are carried out in
Victoria for historic research and measured drawings of historic
buildings. David m o d e s has been appointed by' the SEC as the Victorian
Chapter's representative o n the judging panel, which will also comprise
representatives 'from VAS, AAA and La Trobe University.
Some temporary personnel changes at VAS will also be of interest. ~ike';
McIntyre has gone to Aboriginal Affairs in the Ministry for Planning and
Environment till the end of June. Kristal Buckley is Acting Director of_,
VAS and) David Clark is Acting Manager of the VAS Archaeological Branch
during this time.
HERITAGE WEEK
Heritage Week in Victoria has some interesting things lined up, such as
the Industrial History Conference and the open day at Spottswood
Sewerage Pumping Station.
April 21-22

"THE PAST A T WORK".

Industrial History Conference.

National Trust of Australia
Historic Buildings Council.

(Victoria)

and

the

This conference will examine the broad diversity
workplaces and workpractices, and the potential
well as current problems in conserving sites
cultural significance.

THE MALTHOUSE,
117 Sturt Street,
SOUTH MELBOURNE.
For more information contact:
Dr. Jan Penny,
(03) 873 2468
344 6209 or 690 5322

YICTORIAX AiiCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY.
Archaelogist
(Science 2) and Archaelogical Assistant (Science
North-western Regional Archaelogical Survey. For
required for 14 weeks
further information and copy of the brief, please contact Kristal
Buckley or Nora Van Waarden on (03) 690 5322

-

-

Archaeologist (Science 1)
Coranderrk Archaeological Survey. Survey
for remains of Mission and other Aboriginal Contact sites in the area.
People requiring more information about VAS projects can be placed on
the VAS Consultants Register and Mailing list by sending a current CV
to:
Administration
Manager
Victoria Archaeological Survey
PO Box 262
Albert Park VIC 3206.

-

+

April 21

Open Day at Spottsword Pumping Station Museum. Artefacts
from the Science and Technology collection of the Museum
of Victoria will be,displayed (see Roger Cummins driving,
two tractors at once 1 1 )

All in a day's work.
Since the last edition, your correspondent ha S
worked through: searing heat, howling gales, cyclonic rain, hail the
size of ally-taws (look it up), rising flood-waters and sound-surround
lightning
and all this on the same afternoon! These less than welcome
events took place recently during a well-attended test excavation
programme
on
Sydney's
Cumberland
Plain.
Six members
of your
hard-working committee, plus other able-bodied minions, placed their
lives in the hands of fate while valiantly trying to backfill trenches
as the storm roared on around them. Your columnist (who is terrified of
,lightning) sat sieving in the rapidly rising creek, with a blue plastic
crate on her head to avoid being brained by the hail. Meanwhile, your
illustrious President, caught with her vehicle on the wrong side o f the
creek, disappeared over the horizon, framed by a brief rainbow, with my
intrepid friend, John. Two hours later, when the weather had somewhat
improved to a steady downpour, they were still roaring around the hills
in search of an escape route.
Dusk was setting in when the
indefatigable L.H. led them to safety through a maze of fields and
fences. As we headed home, soaked to the skin and strangely weary, we
mused on the meaning of it all. What is it that keeps archaeologists
working in conditions that most others would eschew? I mean, can you
imagine an RTA [Roads and Traffic Authority for non-NSW readers (Ed.)]
roadworker filling in holes during even the lightest of showers?
Earlier on in the same project, my resourceful friend John ripped off
his clothes and dived gallantly into a murky dam, to rescue a sinking
bucket ?f excavated sediment that had floated away during an unwatched
moment.
His efforts were successful but. he was, alas, too awift for
those who rushed for cameras to record the event for posterity.

An AACA member with an interest in such things
Physical Anthropology.
is looking for data on "Joy Bodies". These attributes of uncircurncised
males were recently discovered by US researcher, Dr. Joy (yes, truly)
and described to us during an after-work repast by another AACA member
(better known for her research into Chaos in Archaeology, the theory,
not the reality).
Please send info. ;in plain brown envelopes which I
will forward discreetly to the enquirer.
By far the most pleasurable of desserts tasted recently was the
Food.
strangely named "Death by Chocolate" at "Charbomier of the Hunterf' in
Singleton. Motel and restaurant are highly recommended for R & R after
a hard day in the field. Leave the dessert till the last, if you'are.a
migraine sufferer or, better still, have a migraine first, as I did!
Ironically, but aptly, considering its situation, the yuppie-attracting
motel name translates as "Coalminer".
Next edition:

"Eel Dreaming".

.

Historical Archaeology Workshop
Many
members will already be aware of the Historical Archaeology
Workshop (HAW),
an informal gathering o f historical archaeologists
interested in forming or joining a professional association.
The group recently circulated a questionnaire (as reported in the
December issue of the Newsletter) seeking comments from interested
persons.
The number' of respondents was small but they expressed
strongly their desire for professional representation.
Following discussion at a meeting of HAW in Sydney o n February 12th, an
invitation has been issued to AACAI to make a presentation to the group
The National
at a further meeting at 6.00pm o n Monday, April 6th.
Executive Committee has accepted this invitation and the presentation
will be made by the President, Mary Dallas, and other NEC members.
Interested AACAI members who would like to attend the meeting should
contact Mary Dallas (Ph: 0 2 818 3287) or Richard Mackay (Ph: 0 2 569
4501) to check o n the venue (this has yet to be determined).

Sydney Historical Archaeology

*

A major urban excavation is currently underway at the corner of
Castlereagh and Goulburn Streets, Sydney, under the direction of
Ted Higginbotham. To date two wells and other features dating from
the mid-nineteenth century have been excavated.

*

-Lisa Newel1 (ex-Power House Museum) has commenced a temporary
appointment in the Heritage and Conservation Branch of the
Department of Planning. She is replacing Meredith Hutton, who is
on maternity leave.

NEWS A N D EVENTS

WOMEN' S

CONGRESS AM) NEWSLETTER

1

A Women's Congress was held at the AAA conference at Mildura, Victoria,
in December, 1989.
Over 4 0 people attended the Congress which met to
discuss issues of particular relevance to women working and studying in
archaeology. It was resolved that this Congress would meet again at the
next AAA Conference and that the Congress would keep in touch via a
Newsletter.
The first edition of this Newsletter is out now and copies
may be obtained by writing or telephoning Laurajane Smith c/o School of
Management and Technology, Charles Sturt University, PO Box 789, Albury,
NSW, 2640, (060) 23 0800 or Hilary du Cros at 54 Brooke Street, Albert
Park, VIC. 3206, (03) 699 9270.

l

C
L,'

Laurajane Smith has taken up a lectureship in cultural resource
management at Charles Sturt University. She can be contacted at:
School of Management and Technology,
Charles Sturt University,
PO Box 789,
ALBURY. 2640.
Ph: (060) 230800
Fax: (060) 215629
However, it will still be possible to contact Laurajane at her old Tempe
address or via the Prehistory Department, The Faculties, A.N.U.

Allan Lance is now at
252A Rundle Street,
ADELAIDE
5000.

.

Godden Mackay Pty. Ltd.
(formerly Don Godden and Associates)
is now located at
200 Commonwealth Street,
SURRY HILLS. 2010.
Ph: (02) 281 8599
Fax: (02) 281 9096

WOMEN IN A.RCHAEOLOGY

CONFERENCE
A challenglng opportun~tyerlsts for m archaeologist on a

The topics to be discussed at the conlerence
include: a) gender identification in the
archaeological record; b) ,the use of feminist
social theory in archaeology; c ) archaeology
carried out by women: and d ) sexism in the
archaeological workplace.
Venue: Charles Sturt University-Murray.
Albury. NSW.
Date:

February 6 - l l , 199 1 .

People wishing to give papers
conference
and/or
requiring
information please contact:
Uafydu Cros
54 Brooke Street
Altert Park VIC 3206

at this
further

Laurajsne Smith
26 Bmklyn Stret
T e m p NSW 2044

permanent basls at the Vlctor~anArchxdcrg~calSurdey. The
surveys responstble for assessing and protectmg archaeologlcal resources: ~rehatoric.-hstmc and marttirne w~thtn
Vlctor~a
!
The successful appl~cantwrll carry out f~eldrnvest~gatlons :i
and other research mto archaeologlcal sltes T~ISwill include 1
assessmg the sign~fmnce of s~tes and plannmg for the~r 1

1

protection

Preferably, you will have an approved tertiary qualif~cat~on
w~thmalor studies In H~stonulArchaeology, good worklng
knowledge of cultural resource management princ~plesand
well developed wrrtlen and rnterpenonal skrlls. A knowledge
of and pract~cal experience -in Australian Hisiorical
Archaeology a requ~red
Considerable travel throughout the State and out hours of
work IS ~nvolvedusing a m~nistryveh~cle
A-sa&~-of $24 L6 $32K p.a. IS negot~abtiacwrd~ngto
quahficat~onsand experrence
for a poslt~onspecificatton you can rlng (03) 629 5226 and
l e ~ ea recorded message quoting reference number
0481 17. furlher mfonatron can be obtalned from Mr lam
Sluart or Mr Tony Arrnstrong on 690 5322
The Mlnrstrv 1s an EEO employer and has a smoke free work
enwmnment
Applications should reach the:
Recruitment m c e r
ENVIRONMENT
2/477 Collinr Street
-MELBOURNE3000

by March 21. 1990.

.,

BOOK

REVIEW

SITES AND BYTES. RECORDING ABORIGINAL PLACES,IN AUSTRALIA, by Josephine
Flood, Ian Johnson and Sharon Sullivan (eds) Special Australian Heritage
Publication Series Number 8, Australian Government Publishing Service,
Canberra 1989.ISBN 0 644 07596 1.
REVIEWED BY DAVID CREW

.f

This book was produced from a workshop, funded by the Australian
~eritage'commission,in 1983. The workshop involved 53 people concerned
with Aboriginal site recording and data storage.
The participants
included Aboriginal site officers who made several recommendations
regarding Aboriginal involvement in Aboriginal site management.

r\,

The book itself contains 18 chapters organised into four parts;
Part 1, Site Recording, contains practical information for recording
open sites, shell middens, historical sites, art and burial sites etc.
Practical methods used in specific studies are presented which allow the
reader to understand the methods used to record sites and the reason why
these methods were used.
I

Part 2, Site Registration is the result of a questionnaire returned by
those organisations responsible for maintaining registers of Aboriginal
sites. This section provides information of how these site registers are
structured and operated in each State.
!

Part 3, Computerised Registers contains four examples of computerised
site registers and how they have been established and used.
Three
papers describe registers in the ACT for the National Estate, the ACT
itself and the A I M .
The fourth paper describes the sacred site
register in the Northern Territory.
Part 4, Special Approaches presents six examples of site registers
developed for different State authorities. A comprehensive description
of the South Australian, Victorian, Northern Territory, Western
Australian, and Queensland site register systems is presented with
examples of site recording .forms used by each authority.
This is a
useful section of the publication clearly identifying the differences
between the States and providing site recorders wit& valuable practical
infamation. Unfortunately the NSW system is not presented in the same
way. The book concludes with a presentation of the MINARK microcomputer
database system which has been specifically developed to handle
archaeological information.
This publication addresses several levels of Aboriginal site recording
in Australia.
Practical examples of site recording techniques and
different site recording forms make this a valuable publication for
archaologists working in more than one State of Australia. Although the
information is not exhaustive, it does allow site recorders to consider
the methods being used in other parts of the country to record sites and
maintain Aboriginal site registers.

'!

Date

Organisation

Venue

Time

Event

Contact

'Port Phillip
Heads and Tails'
or the Maritime
History of Southern
Port Phillip

Henry Hudson
(052) 522 496
Martin Syme
(03) 205 671

Works hop :
Practical
Skills I

David Crew
(02) 558 9161

at/

P

,

hr

March 30
April 1

Royal Hotel
34 King Street
Queenscliff

-

April 1

AACAI
(NSW)

Harrickville
Community
Centre

10 am

April 2

AACAI
(Victoria)

Museum of
Victoria

6.30 pm

Heritage &
Gardens

Hilary Du Cros
(03) 699 9270

April 4

AACAI
(NSW)

10 Waterview
St. Balmain

7.00 pm

Proposed
Constitutional
Changes

Mary Dallas
(02) 818 3287

April
21-22

HERITAGE WEEK (See Victorian Chapter News)

April 22

AACAI
(NSW)

Marrickville
10.00 am
Community Centre

Workshop:
Practical
Skills I1

David Crew
(02) 558 9161

May 5

AACAI
(Victoria)

La Trobe
University

Workshop :
Planning and
Archaeological
Consultants

Hilary Du Cros
(03) 699 9270

6.30 pm

..

THE A A C A I NEWSLETTER

The Rewsletter is produced every t h r e e months. I t contains information
on Association activities, c u r r e n t issues in c u l t u r a i r e s o u r c e
management, upcoming consultancy p r o j e c t s and r e p o r t s on recently
completed consultancies a s well a s topics of a lighter vein. Members and
non-members a r e welcome t o contribute.
Closing dates f o r contributions a r e t h e f i r s t working days of March,
June, September and December. These should b e s e n t t o t h e Editor via
t h e ~ s s o c i a t i o n ' saddress.
Subscriptions t o t h e Xewsletter a r e $20.00 (Australia) and A$25.00
(Overseas). These should b e s e n t t o t h e Treasurer.
David Bell
Xewsletter Editor
Ph. 02.2688354 (W)
132.2411591 (H)
Fax. 07.2688323
L
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