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ASSOCIATION NEWS
CONSTITUTION UPDATE
Members with long memories will recall that the National
Executive Committee has been beavering away at re-drafting
the Constitution following the 1990 Extraordinary General
Meeting.
With the assistance of solicitors, Abbott Tout
Russell Kennedy, a proposed Constitution has now been
drafted and will be distributed to members for
ratification at this year's
Annual General Meeting.
Members will soon be receiving a copy of the proposed
Constitution, together with explanatory n o t e s , voting
instructions and a letter from the President, Mary Dallas.
REVAMPED MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION F O R M
Based on the comments aired in a previous issue of the
Newsletter (No. 4 5 ) , Laila Haglund has submitted revised
application forms to the National Executive Committee for
comment.
The primary change concerns the second sheet of
the application form and Laila's
re-drafted form should
provide both applicants and the Membership Committee w i t h
better opportunities to express and assess applicant's
skills and interests.
The Committee has requested the Membership Secretary,
Jonathan Winston-Gregson, to revamp the present forms
according to Laila's
proposals.
Members wil be kept
informed on progress with this.
VICTORIAN CHAPTER
W o r k s h o ~ s and Occasional Meetings
10/4/91

Policy, briefs and consultants.
Workshop
led by David Clark (VAS Aboriginal
Archaeology Unit), and Megan Goulding (VAS
Historical Archaeology Uunit)
6.30 - 8 pm,
VAS, 45 Victoria Ave. Albert Park.
(above the doctor's
surgery)
Consulting in Australia and England.
Workshop led by Laurajane Smith and Andrew
Long.
6.30 - 8 pm
VAS, 45 Victoria Ave. Albert Park.
(above the doctor's
surgery)

Aboriginal Consultation in Victoria.
Workshop led by Margaret Gardiner,
spokesperson for the Wurundjeri Tribe Land
and Compensation Cultural Heritage Council.
6 . 3 0 - 8 pm
VAS, 45 Victoria Ave., Albert Park.
(above the doctor's
surgery)

All workshops and meetings will be on the second Wednesday
of each month.
Despite being in the state hardest hit by the recession,
the members of this state chapter have hit the ground
running this year. Most of our people have consulting
work or VAS work to keep them busy.
David Rhodes is working on Ebenezer Aboriginal Mission for
VAS.
Roger Hall is currently employed as Temporary Site
Manager in the Aboriginal Archaeology Unit, VAS, looking
after Gippsland.
K i m Lomax has returned to working full-time on her Masters
after being a temporary Technical Assistant in the Site
Registry with Stewart Simmons. The VAS Site Registrar
positon is still vacant but can't
be filled due to staff
freezes and cuts in the state public service.
Gary and Helen Vines have had a baby girl, Bronte Vines.
The Cheetham Saltworks Natural and Heritage Resources
Study, which Gary has worked on over the last six months
with some biological consultants is available for around
$ 4 0 from:
Living Museum of the West
PO Box 60
Highpoint City
Vic
30 2 5
Tom Richards is a n e w arrival from consulting in Canada
who has recently joined AACAI as an associate.
He has
completed work on a n Aboriginal site survey for the
Tasmanian Conservation Trust. H e is now conducting
fieldwork in the Otways for the VAS.
d u Cros and Associates have been running in circles,
post-conferance, completing work on the following:

-

Vic Barracks (with Fiona Weaer) for the
Commonwealth.

-

Craigieburn heritage study (with Gary Vines and
Chris Johnston).

-

Roxburgh Park excavation artefact analysis (with
Stephanie Moser, Catherine Roberts, Madelaine
Atkinson and Andrea Murphy).

-

Tasmanian Conservation Trust Historic Heritage
Values Study.

So f a r , another seven membership forms have been sent out
to La Trobe graduates and oversea's
arrivals.
If everyone
stays financial, we may exceed 20 people in this chapter.
Hilary du Cros (Chairperson, Victorian Chapter)
NSW A.A.C.A.

Inc. OCCASIONAL MEETINGS

-

1991

The 1 9 9 1 series of occasional meetings are held o n the
first Wednesday of each month at 7.30 pm at 31 Waterview
Street, Balmain.
(note the esception of theChristmas
Party).
A light supper is provided.
Costs: $7 ($2 for
students).
ALL ARE WELCOME!!!
1st MAY

TIM ROBERTSON Barrister
"Environmental Law.
E.I.S.
The Land &
Environment Court and the Archaeologist."

5 t h JUNE

RICHARD MACKAY Historical Archaeological
Consult ant.
"Muchos pictures from Macchu Pichu Historic Site Conservation in Mexico and
Peru ."

3rd JULY

DR JEREMY BECKETT and GILLIAN COWLISHAW
Anthropologists
"What makes a Site:
Dialogue and the
translation of ideas about sites and site
significance between the Aborigines and the
Consultant

."

7th AUGUST

DENIS BYRNE Consultant Archaeologist
"Alternative Views of the Past in Thailand"
Slide Show Extravaganza

4th SEPTEMBER JOAN DOMICELJ Chair of Australia ICOMOS.
Member of International Executive Committee.
"Internationalizing Icomos: the structural
changes may be BIG!!! What's
happening?
2nd OCTOBER

DR LAILA HAGLUND & ALICE GORMAN Consultant
Archaeologists "Recent excavations i n
Portugal9'

6th NOVEMBER

GRACE HARSKENS Consultant
Historian/Historical Archaeologist
"The History of the Rocks: Parameters for
the interpretation of the archaeological
evidence.

14th DECEMBER A.A.C.A.
Inc. CHRISTMAS PARTY to be held at
the BERRY ISLAND NATURE RESERVE. North
Sydney at 1 pm
Champagne Picnic ExtravaganzaIYear in review
etc.
Presentation 2nd Annual Breccia Gold Award.

OTHER N E W S
BRECCIA by TFC
Many moons have passed and much water has flowed etc. etc.
One hopes all AACA members have been as busy as I (me?)
and not too badly hit by the recession. In NSW there
seems to have been plenty of prehistoric and historic work
available from both private and government bodies,
although I think things may be slowing down on the
historic front.
The archaeological data base continues to
grow apace and the NSW National Parks Sites Register now
has 2000 reports in their prehistory section. How do they
c o p e , especially now Ian Johnson has moved to Sydney Uni?
I had hoped to ask someone in Cultural Resources this the
other d a y , but unfortunately when I arrived in Head
Office, the entire Section was away on a 3 day course at
the historic harbourside Quarantine Station Conference
Centre.
Overseas News: Several AACA members, including Yours
Truly, joined the Sydney Uni Landscape Archaeology project
in the mountains of north east Portugal during
August/September lastyear.
Laila Haglund and Alice
(please call m e Al) Gorman came and went before I arrived.
They were both lucky enough to miss a nasty intestinal
virus that struck many of the team later on.
I wasn't!
The ten year project involves many aspects of archaeology,
from Iron Age forts to 19th century water mills.
Somewhat
different to working i n Australia but archaeology is
archaeology, is it not?
Technology: I offer the following, from the 1981 Phil.
Trans. R. Soc. Lond. article "Emergence of Higher Thought"
by K.P. Oakley: "Schmidt (1936) showed that the bifacial
hand axe was based on the human hand as model (Fig 1).
With the onset of symbolic thought, a bifacial hand axe
was perhaps subsonsciously visualized as representing a
third hand".
So now we know!

~ o o dand Wine: Undoubtedly the best lunch since the
previous edition of Breccia was that provided by our
illustrious President to a hot and dusty excavation c r e w
in an air-conditioned motel room at Goulburn in December.
Stopping over briefly between sites we were greeted with
fresh yabbies and prawns, crusty bread and green salad,
plus other delectables.
Only the necessity of returning
to work afterwards stopped us from breaking out the
champagne.
And talking of wine, my amazing friend John
has just trampled his first vintage from our tiny
Chambourcin vineyard in Glenorie.
Photos of his feet in
action are available for a small fee.
The Golden Breccia Award was won by A1 (please don't
call
me Alice) Gorman for her strange but true story concerning
Joy Bodies (see Breccia, March 1990).
The trophy is to be
presented annually and is an actual piece of carbonate
breccia, from the famous megafauna site of Trinkey Swamp,
tastefully decorated with flakes of gold.
Women in Archaeology Conference: Organized by two AACA
membe.rs, Laurajane Smith and Hilary d u Cros in Albury
during February, this was a great success and is reported
on elsewhere in this Newsletter.
At least 16 of the
approximately 9 5 participants were members of AACA by the
way.
WOMEN IN ARCHAEOLOGY CONFERENCE REPORT
The conference was held at Charles Sturt
University-Murray, Albury, between the 8th and 11th of
Reports
February.
there were 102 registrations.
describing the conference will be published in the June
One of the
edition of Australian Archaeology (number 32).
reports will be by us and one will be by Iain Davidson.
As the organisers of this conference, we were very happy
with the standard of the papers presented.
The quality of
feminist scholarship was so high that we suspect that many
of the papers represented work and thought that had been
going on prior to the announcement of the conference.
_

The two keynote speakers, Dr Meg Conkey and Dr Joan G e r o ,
were very supportive of the conference and of the research
represented by the conference.
They said they were
impressed by the quality of papers and discourse,
specifically the way themes relating to theory,
methodology and workplace issues interwove throughout the
whole conference. Dr. Alison Wylie (Canada) was
particularly pleased to see that workplace issues were
discussed in relation to the construction of knowledge.
In addition to the speakers from North America, w e had
participants from New Zealand and the U.K.
S o , w e should
all be very excited at the prospect of extending our

network for gender research and workplace issues
internationally.
This will allow many of us the
opportunity to communicate with other archaeologists whose
existence would have been unknown to us through more
conventional channels.
As conference organisers, we would like to thank all who
attended and those who could not attend but sent their
support for enabling the conference to be financially
viable and so successful in many ways.
We were also very
proud that people at the conference ensured it was held in
a positive and constructive fashion. We felt discussions
were very empowering.
It was agreed at the conference that the study of gender
was an important and central consideration in archaeology.
Therefore we hope to see more papers on gender and related
issues being presented at AAA, ASHA, AIMA and ICOMOS
conferences.
We hope that these papers will be given in a
constructive and positive atmosphere equivalent to the
Women in Archaeology Conference.
The conference has shown that there is a need for pursing
gender issues in archaeology and that there is national
and international support for these isses to be put on the
mainstream archaeological agenda.
Reading Groups and the Women's

congress Newsletter

A number of feminist reading
groups
were established
during the conference and at least two people were
inspired to start PhDs!
If you wish to participate in the
reading groups, contact numbers can be obtained from
Laurajane Smith (060) 41 8 8 7 2 or (02) 558 5352.
The Women's
Congress Newsletter was started last year to
provide a forum for gender and workplace issues. The
subscription rate is $5.00 per year.
People intrested in
subscribing should contact Laurajane c/- Charles Sturt
University-Murray, PO Box 789, Albury, NSW 2640.
Hilary d u Cros and Laurajane Smith
(See also item on the Gender Discussion Group

-

Ed.)

GENDER DISCUSSION GROUP
Following the Women and Archaeology Conference, some
members of AACA have formed a Gender Discussion Group.
It
will meet informally and is open to anyone who is
interested.
It is envisaged that its aims will include:

-

undertaking study into discriminatory practices in
archaeology and working out strategies;

-

acting as a contact point and support group;
disseminating information; and
perhaps arranging speakers and workshops.

For more information please contact:
Jane Lydon 552 2921, Alice Gorman 358 4 8 9 5 , Catherine
Snelgrove 519 4747 or Anne Bickford 569 9 6 7 2
Alice Gorman

NOTE FOR CONSULTANTS
Underwater Archaeological Sites
Recent years have seen a significant increase in
development projects which impact upon the underwater
landscape.
Concurrently there has also been a significant
increase in the level of awareness about our underwater
archaeological heritage resource.
To date there has been
little or no archaeological assessment of the underwater
component of these projects.
It is reasonable to assume
that, in the process, significant underwater s i t e s ,
including Aboriginal sites, are being damaged or
destroyed.
Therefore, consultants are encouraged to include in their
responses to requests for expressions of interest etc., to
prepare environmental impact statements etc., an
indication of the need for an underwater archaeological
survey. Where appropriate, a budget for a maritime
archaeological sub-consultancy should also be included.
Underwater archaeological sites include shipwrecks,
remains of underwater constructions and depositional
material.
Projects which may have an underwater
archaeological component include:

-

-

-

wharflpierlmarina developments
reclamation projects
projects which include dredging

-

bridge developments
canal developments
any other developments involving construction under, on
or over water.

For further information, contact David Nutley (02-391
2034) or Lisa Newel1 (02-391 2051), Heritage Branch,
Department of Planning (NSW).
David Nutley

r
I
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SYDNEY HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY MEETINGS
A program of six meetings are to be held this year on
different topics of interest to historical archaeologists
and other heritage specialists. Key speakers will address
the meeting and informal discussion will follow.
Wednesday 24 April
Wednesday 26 June
Wednesday 24 August
Wednesday 30 October
Wednesday 18 December

Public involvement: promoting
archaeology
Show and tell: weird relics and
weirder sites
Views of the past: academic vs.
popular presentations of
archaeology
Recent Excavations
Christmas Party

These will be held at the Argyle Gallery, the Argyle
Centre (4th Floor), The Rocks, which will be open from
6.30 pm.
Formal discussion will be from 7.00 pm.
Refreshments will be provided.
For a fee of $15, you are entitled to attend each meeting
throughout the year.
Each attendee will subsequently
receive a summary of the meeting and details of the next
meeting.
If you d o not wish to subscribe to the complete
program, for a fee of $ 5 , paid at the door, you can attend
any meeting and receive the mail-out.
Those who cannot
attend can pay $ 1 0 which will cover mailing costs for the
summaries.

r

.C

Y o u are invited to subscribe to this program.
at the door or send cheques to:
Martin Carney,
26 O'Connell
Street
Newtown 2042
Tel: (02) 517 2551 . .

P

Enquiries should be addressed to Martin
..
6~279), J a n e
Lydon (5522921),
or Denis Gojak -(955
Mary Casey or Tony L o w e , (5195658),
Matthew Kelly (358 3186) or ~ r a c
Ireland.
~
(515718)

.'

..

REQUEST FOR PAPERS
ASSESSMENT

-

SITE SURVEYS AND SIGNIFICANCE

SHARON SULLIVAN and SANDRA BOWDLER are preparing a revised
version of Site Surveys and Significance Assessments in
Australian Archaeology (Canberra, 1 9 8 4 ) .
Cognoscenti will be aware that most of the papers in the
first edition were given at an AAA conference held at
Springwood, NSW in 1 9 8 1 .
We do not propose to hold
another conference to elicit papers.
We would however
like to provide some new case studies.
We therefore ask
that anyone who thinks they have an interesting report
which could be transmuted into an interesting paper for
publication and which would fit within the general
parameters of the volume, to send it to us.
We will also
be soliciting papers from particular individuals, so only
a few unsolicited papers will be published.
Criteria for selection will be as follows. We will be
looking for papers that illustrate well a particular
technique or method of sampling or survey, or which
address a particular problem of significance assessment i n
an interesting way; we will also be looking for papers
which are well written, and which need a minimum amount of
editing. We are also looking for a better geographical
balance than was possible in the first edition.
Style and
format will be as in the first edition.
If you would like us to consider your manuscript, send it
to EITHER:
Sharon Sullivan
Director
Australian Heritage Commission
GPO Box 1 5 6 7
canberra
act
2601

Sandra Bowdler
Department of Archaeology
University of Western Australia
Nedlands
WA
6009

ARCHAEOLOGY UNDERFOOT
BONES, STONES, ARTEFACTS AND LANDSCAPES

ELIZABETH FARM, 70 AUCE STREW, PARRAMAnA
.

.

SATURDAY 20 AND SUNDAY 21 APRIL 1991
10.00 AM - 4.30 PM
ADULTS $5.00 CONCESSIONS $3.00

Come and learn about archaeology.
Special activlty weekend ArchaeoIogy Underfoot h a s been organised to promote
a better understanding of the use of archaeology In historic houses and sites.
Over the past ten years archaeologists have worked regularly at the Historic
Houses Trust properties such as Vaucluse House, Rouse Hill House, Meroogal,
and Elizabeth Farm. They have contributed to our knowledge of how people In the
past worhed, what they ate, the actual things they used and what they did with
them.
Archaeofogical clues are the physical residues of the past, bones, stones, artefacts
and landscapes. They include the utensils and playthings human beings have
always made in order to live more comfortably - and then lost, hidden or
discarded.
For many people 'things' speak more vividly than documents about the past. This
is a key factor in archaeology's continuing appeal, whether in popular films, books
or television documentaries or in the recent boom in popular archaeology and
active community involvement in the rediscovery of the past.
Archaeology Underfoot will be a fun packed weekend for all the family with
exhibitions, computer displays, lectures, demonstrations, videos.
This weekend has been organised in conjunction with the archaeological dig of the
south east section of Elizabeth Farm- Visitors will have the rare opportunity to see
this uncovered excavation site, and learn about the construction methods used by
John Macarthur when bullding Elizabeth Farm.
Some notable Australian archaeologists wlll include Judy Birmingham, Ted
Higglnbotharn, Wendy Thorpe, Andrew W~Ison,Tracey Ireland, Aedeen Cremin,
Lisa Neweli will be Involved.

HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE ROCKS AND MILLERS POiNT SEMINAR
16TH- 18TH MAY. 1991, ARGYLE GALLERY, THE ROCKS.
RECENT RESULTS
A considerable number of excavations and other archaeological projects have been
carried out in the Rocks, Millers Point and Oawes Point in recent years. There is a
glaring need for archaeologists who are doing this work to share their results and to
discuss ideas and strategies regarding the resource. Until a synthesis of the
extensive work done in the Rocks is produced, the interpretation of archaeological
evidence will remain particularistic, lacking in social or historical context, and will be
inaccessible to researchers and the public.

This seminar will present information from a variety of sites and will include
discussion of the processes of artefact analysis and results so far. Several thematic
sessions will be held. This will provide an overview of the archaeological data
already recovered, and lead towards the development of approaches for future work
in Australian urban archaeoiogy.

Friday 19th May
BAY 1
Session 1: Planning and management context
Session 2: Research designs: Concept and Product
Session 3: Artefact analyses 1
Session 4: Artefact analysis 2
Saturday 18th May
Day 2: Thematic Sessions
Session 5: Gender
Session 6: Class
Session 7: Urban Processes
i

SEMINAR DINNER 7.30 PM,AT THE RED ONION,80 George Street, The Rocks
SPONSORED BY THE DEPARTMENT O F PLANNING, THE NATlONAL PARKS
AND WILOLIFE SERVICE AND THE SYDNEY COVE AUTHORITY. CONVENED BY
TRaCY IRELAND (DOP), DENIS GOJAK(NPWS) AND JANE LYDON (SCA).

RECENT PUBLICATION
An Australian Dictionary of Environment and Planning
by Alan Gilpin, Oxford University Press, Australia, 1990,
$60 .OO.
If ordered through EA Books, P O Box 5 8 8 , Crows Nest 2065.
(02) 438 1533, $6 applies for packaging and postage.
This is a comprehensive dictionary embracing a wide range
of environmental and planning issues, many of them
controversial, that have emerged in Australia in recent
years.
It will prove useful to consultants who
participate in planning and development assessment
processes, and public debate.

.
.
.

.
.

over 1000 entries, providing definitions and background
information
twenty-four tables and forty-one line drawings
a n extensive cross-referencing system
a list of all relevant Commonwealth State and
Territorial legislation
a substantial bibliography divided into forty subject
areas

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DRAWING
Franz Joseph Reidel has recently moved to Sydney after 12
years in Germany and Jordan working as a field director of
excavations. H e trained in Germany in excavation
techniques and archaeological drawing. H e has had
extensive experience as an archaeological illustrator,
specializing in drawing artefacts, plans, site plans, and
standing structures.
Examples of his work can be seen at his office at 119
Frederick Street, Ashfield. Phone 799 3822. Very
reasonable rates.

*

Work seen and recommended by Annie Bickford.
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[We w i l l t r y a'nd f i n d o u t m o r e a b o u t t h i s i t e m f o r t h e
next issue
Ed.]
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They'll know . us not
..

SIR: I a m writing on behalf of future
archaeologists to complain about the
recent Clean-up Australia campaign.
It is accepted that much of our
knowledge of ancient cultures is
hidden in garbage heaps (glorified by '
such names as "middens").
Now that we have cleaned up our
rubbish, how will archaeologists know
what our civilisation was like?
Linda .Spinaze,
Sidaway Street,
MP16hP
Cha~man( A m .
..-*m
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LONDON, Sunday: British
archaeologists have launched the
first major excavation in 50 years
of the site where the legendary
King Anhur is believed to have
been 'born. The excavation, at
Tintagcl Castle in Cornwall, will
wntinue for three we&
The decision to launch the dig
followed the uncovering in 1983
of the remains of dozens of huta
dating from the time the monarch
is thought t o have lived
It is being led by Prof-;
Chris Morris, head of archaeology
at Glasgow University, and is the
fvst serious dia s i n e the 1930s
For the past years o r so. most
scholars have thought l i n t a g d
was an ancient Ccltiz mona.&y.
'But now we think it is much
bigger than that: that it was a n
important citadel, or the headquartas of some regional king o r
prince," RofeSJor Morris said.
However. he had a warning for
'those who hope for discovery of
.the king: Arthur was a shadowy
:figure; who may not have existed
Even if he did, there w m many
parts of Britain which claimed
him. and little historical evidence
t o w n n e a him .with lintagd.
The outcome of the dig is likely to
have cruaal consequences for the
people of Tiitagd. whcx economy
is built on the myth of Ar(hur.

~di.d&kiRm

CALENDAR OF EVENTS - APRIL T O J U L Y 1991
Date

Organisation

Venue

Time

Event

Contact

April 10

AACAI (Vic)

4 5 Victoria Ave.
Albert P a r k

6.30 pm

Workshop

Hilary du Cros
(03) 580 6 2 8 3

April 2 4

Sydney Historical
Archaeology Group

Argyle Gallery
Argyle Centre
The Rocks

6.30 pm

Meeting

D e n i s Gojak
(02) 4 5 5 6 2 7 9
J a n e Lydon
(02) 5 5 2 2921

May 1

AACAI (NSW)

31 Waterview St.
Balmain

7.30 pm

Occassional
Meeting

Mary Dalls
(02) 818 3287

4 5 Victoria Ave.
Albert P a r k

6.30 pm

Workshop

Hilary d u Cros
(03) 5 8 0 6 2 8 3

AACAI (NSW)

31 Waterview St.
Balmain

7.30 pm

Occassional

Mary D a l l a s
(03) 5 8 0 6 2 8 3

Sydney Historical

Argyle Gallery
Argyle Centre
The Rocks

6.30 pm

Meeting

D e n i s Gojak
(02) 9 5 5 6 2 7 9
J a n e Lydon
(02) 5 5 2 2921

7.30 pm

Occassiional
Meeting

Mary Dallas
(02) 818 3287

Conference Aboriginal
Involvement in
National Parks &
Protected Areas

H el e n

May 8
June 5
June 26

fi)rcAn-P o , ' o ~ ~

July 3

AACAI (NSW)

31 Waterview St.
Balmain

July 22-24

Charles Sturt
University-Murray

Johnstone Centre
Albury

Rrindley
(060) 230 8 3 3

