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EDITORIAL 

While no Newsletter policy has been needed in the past, it is felt that an 
increasingly broad range of subject-matter, as well as the pending publication of a 
new journal, now requires it. Procedure and scope will be reviewed in relation to 
the AACA journal, intended to serve complementary but different purposes (see 
Newsletter No. 51:2). 

Again, we remind members and readers to contribute to the journal. All 
contributions relating to consulting archaeology in Australia are welcome. Please 
send your contribution to the Newsletter Editors, Box 214, Holme Building, 
University of Sydney by the end of October, 1992. 

We conclude by noting that task-sharing amongst members of the sub-committee 
has so far proved a success. 

Editors: Alice Gorman and Jane Lydon 

Publications Sub-committee: Denise Donlon, David Crew, Mary Casey, Tony 
Lowe, Alice Gonnan and Jane Lydon 

Contributions 
Any contributions to the Newsletter are most welcome and could take the form 
of letters, notices, cartoons, short articles, etc. They should be sent to: 

The Newsletter Editor 
Box 214 Holme Building 
University of Sydney 2006 

Subscriptions 
This Newsletter is produced quarterly. Subscriptions to the Newsletter are as 
follows: 
Annual subscription: M20 (within Australia) 

M25 (outside Australia) 
Back copies are available for $3/copy. Orders for the Newsletter should be 
addressed to the Editor. 

The Editors are not responsible for the opinions expressed in the 
newsletter. 
Deadlines for copy for the next newsletter are 16 September for the 
October issue and 6 December for the December issue. 
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The cover shows an illustration from The Broadbeach Ab-nal Burial 
Ground by Dr Laila Haglund (University of Queensland Press 1976). All the 
skeletal remains have been reburied in a memorial park and individual 
burials have been laced according to the origmal excavation plan. The 
location of the par R is very close to the original burial ground. 

Key: distribution of stone. Each circle indicates the total amount of stone 
resent in levels 1 and 2 of the grid square. 1. 1-50 g 2. 50-100 g g. 100-200 g 4. 200-300 g 5. 300-500 g 6. 500-750 g 

8. 1,000-2,000 g 9. More than 2,000 g. 



VICTORIAN CHAPTER REPORT 18/6/92 

We welcome to the Victorian Chapter several new members who either by 
joining or moving across the border have come into the fold. These include 
Deborah Lusty and Laurajane Smith. We hope the existing members remember it 
is subscription time again and cough up. 

The chapter is receiving a few enquiries about AACA from prospective clients 
despite not yet having distributed our pamphlet. This has been thanks to VAS 
recommending us as an alternative source of information about consultants and 
consulting. 

Most people appear busy despite Winter, being Victorian, and the Recession. 
Fiona Weaver and Gary Vines have been working for Melton Council excavating 
post-contact human remains for reburial on another site. This has been done 
sensitively and with the full cooperation of the descendants of the individuals 
involved. Mike Godfrey is still working on his thesis. Deborah Lusty is working at 
VAS on an Aboriginal Site Survey of the Murchison river plains. David Rhodes 
has been working for VAS on a survey of the Franklinford Aboriginal Station 
near Mt Franklin. He has found startling documentary evidence which indicates 
that the station site was not located where everyone expected it to be. 

Laurajane Smith has been teaching cultural resource management at Charles 
Sturt University and has just been offered a temporary teaching post at Cambridge 
University to teach CRM for a term next year. She still tenders for contracts and 
has recently been recording Aboriginal sites around Albury and Benalla. 

du Cros and Associates are currently working on numerous small studies around 
Melbourne and Central Victoria and a conservation and interpretation plan for 
the Cascades Female Factory, South Hobart. This study is being conducted in 
conjunction with Lindy Scripps and Julia Clark, two feminist historians in 
Hobart, for the Department of Parks, Wildlife and Heritage. 

Meetings 

AGM 21st July at 6.30pm at First Floor, 238 Ferrars Street, South Melbourne 
(phone: 690 9512). Please get your nominations in for office-bearers!!! 



AACA (W.A. CHAPTER) Report 

The W.A. Chapter has concentuabd its efforts principally on two issues 
recently. . 

l. The situation which arose I I -OI~  the pfoposed iron ore developmeut at 
Marafldoo (Pilbara). Harnersley Iron Pty L t d  initially engaged non-AACA 
rnembers to c a r r y  out work which w a s  then rejected as substandard by the 
ACMC committee under t he  V? .A. Heritage Act 1 1 972 - 60). They 
subsequently agreed to further work being carried out, vhicll was 
organised through govt instrumentalities. A hasbly passed A c t  to fast track 
the project forced the survey W be carried out m an inadequate time frame 
and under constraints applied by Hamersley Iron. H I zlso attempted b 
have their ovm non- AACk members unsupported by the Aboriginal 
community, working in the area at the same Ume. This $\;as considered 
conlpletely unacceptable to the Aboriginal Corporation involved, Kar'rjrni. 
The community stated expressly that they vdshed to work with AACA 
members. The cot~m~unity also wished for Ule AACA NEC t~ cortsider a 
letter of support for the \TA. Chapkrs opposing stand on fast. tracking 
legislation and the Mafandoo situation. 

2 The proposed amendment to the V?A. Aboriginal Heritage Act which will 
weaken protection of Aboriginal Heritage in W.A. This is still being nutted 
out. Judith Watson, tlle Minister met with representatives of the AACA WA 
Chapter about this. A t  this meeting the concerns of the W.A. Chapter were 
discussed in relation to the apparefit diminishing of prctection for 
archaeoLogica1 siks under this new legrslation. The fact that no draft of 
the proposed legislation had been made available so that discussion could 
address specific points in detail was also raised as an issue k flow chart 
outlining the proposed structure under which the new Act will operate has 
bee11 distributed and there are clearly some smous "gaps" and potenbal 
problem areas, especially in regard to the way in wliich archaeologicaf sltes 
will be assessed and protected. This chart is included here 

Lynda Strawbridge 
W.A. State Delegate 
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RECENT WORK 
Short reports on current work are welcome from members. Please submit up to 
300 words by publication deadlines, as stated inside the cover. 

National Parks and Wildlife Services of N.S.W. :Historic Resources 
Denis Gojak 
Architect Geoff Ashley is close to finishing a study of over 500 huts, with the 
intention of providing the Service with a better understanding of the significance 
of huts and hut groups on its Estate. Details will be recorded on the Service's 
improved Historic Places Register. This is currently being transferred from 
Minark to Advanced Revelation (A-REV), and the data reviewed, by Brett Noble 
and Mary Casey. Denis Gojak, Historical Archaeologist, is working on projects 
which include the acquisition of lighthouses, Cadmans Cottage, and a survey of 
World War I1 fortifications. 

A range of research and conservation studies are in progress and a Federal One 
Nation program grant ($800,000+) will cover conservation of a number of 
buildings including Kinchega Woolshed, Kunderang and Currango Homesteads, 
Montague Island Lightstation and the Quarantine Station wharf buildings. 

First Government House, Sydney 

Work is progressing on the cataloguing of First Government House 1990 season 
material, which is employing the skills of a number of consultants including Jean 
Smith, Martin Carney (glass), Anne Bickford, Mafalda Rossi- (ceramics), Jennie 
Lindbergh (metals, clay pipes), Pamela Watson (miscellaneous artefacts and 
samples, data entry), Tony Lowe, Charley Guinness, Sharon Welfare (building 
materials), Alice Gonnan (glass and stone aboriginal artefacts), Sarah Colley and 
Lachlan Mairs (bones). University students Libby Percival, Scott Rochfort, Sarah 
Pearce, Jamie Love11 and Bernie Forster, as well as volunteers Peter Tonkin, 
Amanda Brown (Museum Studies), Catriona Dunn (Museum Studies), and 
Christobel Ferguson (Micro Biology) have contributed time. Franz Reidel has 
been drawing. Pam Hourani and Lyn Petrie have been entering data. This stage of 
the project is due to conclude at the end of June. 

WORK WANTED 
Elinor Casella, University of California, Berkeley, is applying to join AACA. Her 
special interests are Australian material culture, and historic places associated 
with women. She will be available for voluntary or paid work in historical 
archaeology until February 1993. She can be contacted via Hilary on (03) 690 9512 
or fax (03) 696 3885. 



Sydney Historical Archaeology Meetings 

The last SHAM meeting, held on June 9th, discussed proposed amendments to 
the Heritage Act. After the usual merriment and good fellowship over cask wine 
and Mary Casey's guacamole, and before Observing the Observer, the new 
archaeology video, was shown, a large gathering of archaeologists and heritage 
practitioners identified several major issues of concern as follows: 

l. Moveable relics 
2. Archiving information and artefact repositories 
3. The integration of archaeology into the planning system at the local 

government level 
4. Community involvement and education 
5. Merging aboriginal and historical relics legislation, requiring legislative 

restructuring 
6. Significance assessment 

Other concerns were voiced, which upon examination appeared to belong within 
the major issues. 

At the next meeting, to be held on July 14, resolutions will be formulated for 
presentation to the Department of Planning, as representing historical 
archaeologists. The meeting will be held from 7.00pm at the Visitors Centre, 100 
George Street, the Rocks. 

NOTICE: NSW STATE CHAPTER A N M U L  GENERAL MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting of the. N S W  State Chapter zuill be Iwld on the 
22nd August 2992 2.00 pm at the Nezotmun Printmy School.. Plerzse c o ~ t a c t  
the Clmirperson, Mnry Dallas, for firther details on 818 3287 



in the hiskkical record as documented by the dominant forces in 
19th and 20th century society, and present case studies in which 
the archaeological record has made its own contribution. 

Enquiries and offers of papers to: ASHA Conference Conveners, 
Box 220 Holme Building, University of Sydney, NSW 2006, or 
Fax +61 2 6924889. Abstracts should be in by 1 September at 
the latest, as the program may well fill before this date. 



AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM STAFF SEMINAR SERIES 1992 
* Dates and venues may change with notification. 
* For pcople outside the muscum please confirm dates and venues. 
* For cnquirics contact: Gerry Cassis (339834G), Paul Tacon (3398249), Richard Major (3398357) Peter Macinnis 
(3398303). 

MAY 

Geoff Avern (AM) - Electron microscopy, new techniques and applications 
19th Tuesday 12.30 PM PEPPERMINT ROOM 

Kassie Cole (Bishops University, Canada - Visting Fellow) - Hermaphroditism in gobiid fishes or why don't fishes 
their sex. 
21st Thursday 12.30 PM PEPPERMINT ROOM 

JUNE 

Howard Latin (Rutgers) - How scientists can help save coral reefs: effective involvement of scientists in 
cnviroiimenial policy making 
2nd Tuesday 1~00 PM PEPPERMINT ROOM 

Bill Rudman (AM) - A nudibranch story 
25th Thursday 4 PM PEPPERMINT ROOM 

JULY 

TERRECOL TAG TEAM (AM) - Terrestrial ecology terrorises territorial honeyeaters - what controls their den: 
28th Tuesday 12.30 PM PEPPERMINT ROOM 

Barry McKelvey (UNE) - Last Forests in Antarctica 
(to be arranged) 

AUGUST 

David Hull (University of Chicago) - A history S( philosophy of cladistics 
7th Friday 12.30 PM HALSTROM 

Paul Tacon & Gerry Cassis (AM) - Insects and Culture 
27th Thursday 4 PM PEPPERMINT ROOM 

SEPTEMBER 

Kris French (unattached) - Pros and cons of seed dispersal by vertebrates 
15th Tuesday 12.30 PM PEPPERMINT ROOM 

OCTOBER 

&an Jones (AM) - Sydney 3rd runway 
6th Tuesday 12.30 PM PEPPERMINT ROOM 

Jim Specht (AM) - New Britain studies 
13th f uesday 4 PM PEPPERMINT ROOM 

Glenn Hunt (AM) - Cladistics & harvestmen 
29th Thursday 4 PM PEPPERMINT ROOM 

NOVEMBER 

Shane McEvey (AM) - Drosophilids & GIS 
5th Thursday 4 PM PEPPERMINT ROOM 

Walter Boles (AM) - A birdy story 
39th Thursday 4 PM PEPPERMINT ROOM 

flex 
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! I w i l l  be allending the confercncc I i 
The eleventlr Australian Institute fur 
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I3 and 18 November 1992. 
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. . . . . . . . - 
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(11) - 
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Mark Slani/or~lr 
Curalur of rllaririrtte Archaeulugy 
Auslralian Naliorral Alaritime hfrrseunr 
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POLICY DOCUMENT 

POLICY ON CONSULTING WITH ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES 

The Association recognises that Aboriginal sites are of significance 
to Aboriginal people as part of their heritage and as part of their 
continuing culture and identity. 

The Association recognises that Aboriginal communities should be 
involved in decision-making concerning Aboriginal sites. Aborigiiixi 
opinions, concerns and management recommendations should be presented 
alongside those of the archaeological consultant. 

The ~ss'ociation recognises that Aboriginal people have a right to be 
consulted about the intention to undertake archaeological work, to be 
consulted about the progress and findings of this work, and to be 
consulted about any recommendations arising form this work. 

The Association supports the practice of directly involving 
Aboriginal people in archaeological work, particularly fieldwork. 

The Association recognises that work undertaken by Aboriginal people 
on behalf of a Member of the Association must be subject to 
appropriate remuneration in accordance with the Associations's 
recommended scale of fees, or, where appropriate, subject to 
remuneration above the Association's fee scale where this has been 
derived form negotiations between the Member and the Aboriginal. 

. community. 

The Association recognises that the circulation or publication of the 
results of archaeological work must be sensitive to Aboriginal 
concerns about the disclosure of confidential information about 
sites. 

The Association recognises that assistance provided by Aboriginal 
people and communities should be acknowledged in subsequent written 
and verbal reports, publications and presentations. 

The Association recognises that information and documentation derived 
from archaeological work should be returned to relevance Aboriginal 
people and their.. communities. 

The Association recognises that consultation with Aboriginal 
communities should be via land councils, co-operatives or other 
organisations that are generally recognised as legitimately 
representinguthe interests and views of Aboriginal people in the 
relevant locality, area or region. 

The National Executive Committee has decided to periodically publish 
the Association's policies to inform and remind members of their content 



NOAE'S ARK, ARCHAEOLOGY, PROFESSIONALISM AND THE PUBLIC 

Sarah Colley 
Prehistoric & Historical Archaeology, University of Sydney. 

Many archaeologists are undoubtedly aware of the controversy surrounding 
Alan Roberts' claim to have discovered Noah's Ark in Turkey. Roberts hit the 
headlines last year when he was kidnapped and held for three weeks by 
Kurdish rebels whilst on fieldwork in the region. He is now in the news 
again following a series of public talks which culminated in an unruly 
meeting in Sydney on 16th May during which geologists who questioned 
Roberts' methods were forcibly ejected from the room by security guards 
armed with truncheons (Svdnev Mornina Herald 18/5/92). The police were 
called and the meeting was closed down. 

The Roberts case raises several interesting issues. Firstly, is 
Roberts an archaeologist? Most professional archaeologists would say not - 
but what about the public? Following Roberts kidnap last year many 
Australian media reports described him as a "Sydney archaeologist". I know 
I'm not the only archaeologist who was asked by (non-academic) friends and 
acquaintances if I knew him. Thankfully most journalists have now stopped 
describing him as such, and Peter Pockley of the Sun-Herald (31/5/92) has 
taken a particular interest in debunking Roberts claim to academic 
respectability. Roberts title of "Dr" is based on his degree of Doctor of 
Christian Education from Freedom Seminary, Orlando, Florida - a 
correspondence Bible school. The Noah's Ark Research Project Newsletter 
March 1992 describes Roberts as an "Archaeological Research Consultant". He 
admits he has no formal archaeological training but he certainly claims to 
be "doing archaeology". 

Should we dismiss Roberts as a harmless crank? Does Roberts give 
archaeology and archaeologists a bad name? He certainly attracts media 
attention. He also perpetuates what many (real) archaeologists in Australia 
regard as undesirable stereotypes: i.e. archaeologists are eccentric 
crackpots and adventurers, they work overseas in exotic locations searching 
for lost civilisations, and anyone can do archaeology - you don't need any 
particular qualifications. 

It's interesting that geologists (rather than archaeologists) have 
taken a public stand against him. The evidence Roberts provides to support 
his claims are geological phenomena so it's appropriate for geologists to 
comment. Public 'discourse' between Roberts and 'real' archaeologists might 
simply provide him with greater credibility and more publicity. Who would 
speak out against Roberts on behalf of "the archaeological profession" - 
AACA? ASHA? AAA? We don't yet have an adequate all-encompassing 
archaeological association in Australia to speak for the profession as a 
whole. And Roberts is working overseas, not in Australia. As far as I know 
Roberts hasn't applied to join AACA (yet). But then it's not necessary to be 
an AACA member to work as an archaeological consultant - except perhaps in 
WA? (see 'Prehistory may soon be history' The Australian 1/4/92 in the last 
AACA Newsletter). Roberts, like any other member of the public, could pay 
his subscription tomorrow and join the Australian Archaeological 
Association. 

The public and the media are often more interested in bizarre and 
exotic claims about the past than in the somewhat dry and esoteric claims of 
professional archaeologists. Roberts Noah's Ark claim is certainly not the 



first Australian example of such a claim. Many AACA members will be familiar 
with Rex Gilroy's claims that Phoenicians and Eygptians visited the 
Hawskbury region 2500 years ago and left behind rock carvings and 'a bronze 
Eygptian axe blade dug up in Lapstone Gorge' (Hornsbv Advocate 10/1/92). A 
few years ago 'Sydney author and former businesswoman' Marilyn Pye claimed 
to have found 'pyramids' in Queensland built by 'pre-Incas' 26,000 years ago 
(Dailv Telesra~h lO/3/84). 

The difference between Gilroy and Pye and Roberts is that the former 
are individuals who can be easily dismissed - whilst Roberts has a group of 
fundamentalist dhristians behind him who believe in what he says and who are 
prepared to finance his activities and get involved in hie work. Support is 
not unanimous however - another Christian fundamentalist group (the Creation 
Research Foundation based in Brisbane) has disassociated themselves from 
Roberts (Sun-Herald 31/5/92). 

What of Turkish archaeologists and the Turkish government? The Noah's 
Ark Research Project Newsletter claims that a 'special Turkish Commission 
set up in conjunction with the Ataturk University at Erzurum' is involved in 
his project. Overseas archaeologists wishing to work in Turkey need a 
government research permit. Does Roberts have the official backing of the 
Turkish government? It seems unlikely. The "Noah's Ark" site is located near 
the Turkish-Iranian border in an area which is disputed by Kurdish groups. 
Imagine the scenario if enough people were convinced by Roberts that the 
"Noah's Ark" site became a major tourist attraction and a centre for 
Christian pilgrimage in such a highly politically sensitive area. 

NOAH'S i .A. ARK Research proj er 
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CONSERVING INDUSTRIAL STRUCTURES 
Eveleigh Locomotive Workshops, A Case Study 
Wednesday, 3 June, 1992 

This National Trust seminar began with a site visit to the workshops in Redfern, 
under the guidance of Don Godden, Director of the Building Conservation 
Course at the University of NSW. Attendees then adjourned to the Architecture 
Department of the University of Sydney for discussion by a range of conservation 
architects and heritage practitioners. An advanced Technology Park is proposed 
for the site, incorporating high-tech, developing industries which would create a 
"synergy" through the proximity of similar, stimulating activities. The current 
use of a corner of the workshops by Wrought Artworks is seen as an appropriate 
continuation of its former use. 

Professor De Long, of the Graduate Program in Historic Preservation, the 
University of Pennsylvania, gave the keynote address: Conservation and the 
Necessity for Change. He asked: Who is conservation for? And suggested: the 
community, as well as the specialist. He stressed that change is an integral aspect 
of conservation. So how do we choose what to preserve? In terms of 
preservation, he positioned himself somewhere between Ruskin's total non- 
intervention and Le Duc's often invasive restoration aimed at creating a living 
and meaningful entity. He cited Frank Lloyd Wright's house Falling Water at Bear 
Falls, Pennsylvania, where furnishings are replaced when they become worn out, 
so the house retains a feeling of newness - is never 'dead' as an example of how 
the ''historic materiality" of the fabric becomes a secondary issue. Using the 
example of a 2nd century AD Roman gymnasium at Sardis, which was 
reconstructed largely from new materials, he warned against the fabrication of a 
"misleading, uninformative and ugly" image of the past. For Eveleigh he 
advocated an evolving materiality, not a frozen monument. 

Tamara Winikoff, Manager of CEAD Program, Australia Council, responded, 
pointing out the need to recognise the aboriginal community of Redfern, and to 
respect its history. She advocated the connection of material history with the 
ephemeral, cultural history of many migrants in Australia- a possible answer to 
the question: who is it for? She asked another question: How do we involve the 
community? 

Col James spoke for Redfern's aboriginal community, which is historically linked 
to the site. Aboriginal people have a strong presence in the area because 
traditionally when migrating to Sydney from the country, they disembarked at 
Redfern, where accommodation was available, and theycould find employment 
in the yards. The community feels extremely vulnerable to the expansion of State 
Rail, remembering their displacement expansion from Darlington in the 1970s by 
the Uni of Sydney. James stressed the need for consultation, and expressed the 
current feeling against a high tech park which forms an enclave. The community 
wantrs a centre which offers locals opportunities, and preserves its heritage. 

Don Godden then discussed the cultural significance of the Workshops, the most 
intact example of Victorian assembly and maintenance workshops. Tom Forgan 



presented the proposal for the ATE stressing the site's advantages, unique in 
international terms, of proximity to the city centre, the airport, and three 
university sponsors. Brian Elton, representing community consultations, 
responded, noting the impact the proposal would have on the local Koorie 
community. He advocated that the site's social history be addressed, and suggested 
that reserved housing might prevent the gentrification and associated rise in cost 
which occurred elsewhere, for example at Glebe. He suggested the employment of 
the community in the development of the site, and in its continued operation. 

Professor De Long noted in summary that no proposal which represented 
community wishes had yet been advanced, and that this should be an aim of 
future projects. 

HOW TO SHIT IN THEWOODS 
+ 

Now, pick up your backpacker's trowel or old army- 
entrenching tool and prepare to dig. Choosing a good 
excavation site for the one-sit hole requires some knowl- 
edge and preparation. (The digging of deeper, group 
latrines is not covered here. Latrine digging instructwnz 
are available in many leadership manuals and outdoor 
training programs.) Tile objective in digging a hole is to 
inhibit the passing of disease causing organisms by 
humans or animals or storm runoff into nearby surface 
waters and by flying insects Sack to food areas. 

There is no one best set of &les for all terrains, 
seasons, and climates. In fact, such a collection of vari: 
ables and trade-offs exists that, at first, it might seem 
that one \vould need four PhDs to sorr them all out. For 
examp!e, the decomposition rate of buried fecal mate- 
rial is greatly influenced by ail of the following: soil 
types a d  tcs:~~rcs, filterzbili~~ (as measured h percc!z- 
tion raw>), nwis:.urc content, slope of terrain, gener~! 
csplwir~-,  insect inh;~bit;~tiot~, pH, and ccmperature. 

An environmentally sound 
approach to a lost art 

TI;': tracfc-n& in cnvisonmentiii ]?rotectlcn are 
between scourity ancl dec~xnposicion. The ideal spot for 
!.ayid decon:po::i:ion (mpic! is completc!y rclacive here: 
under best ctmditions, 1;urxdn shit can take mkxc 
than a year to vanish) is a dry to so:ncnimr moist - b u ~  

excrssiv.ciy lnoist -- area with abundant !lur;lils and 
bacteria. T-, 1xt:er undersrand this description, thin!: of 
the pe&cr piacc 2s bemg shadcd by some sGr: G:' rock 
hrmation o r  vegetation - but ;lot in ;! drainllgc 
:dfkctej by stcmn runoff or at a site interrn~ctentiy i:lun- 
dated by an  annual rise in water table. 

Feces deposited in extremely parched soils in open 
locations may not be at much risk of removal by runoff. 
But this kind of ground is difficult to dig into, and the 
lack of bacterial activity in the meager topsoil could 
mean that deposits take nigh on forever to decompose. 
In areas above timberline or in sub-zero climates, sites 
for holes must be chosen with great care for security, as 
!:!?c bacterial activity there is virtually nonexistent. As 
Chapter will show in more detail, under the 
latter circumstances ir is better to pack your poop out - 
or at  least back to wherc it can be buried in good earth. 

Kathleen Meyer 



Letters to the Editor 
Dear Editor, 

I was disgusted to read an article in the 50th edition of the AACA's Newsletter by 
Laurajane Smith and Hilary Du Cros. Their snide remarks about other women 
working for equality of women in the workforce suggest an egotistical belief that 
they are the Superwomen, "the saviours of women k i n d .  Many women have 
been working on womens' issues for years and women on committees in the 
public sector have given up many hours and contended with great difficulties 
often including fierce harassment by fellow workers and management to progress 
the cause of women in the workforce. 

Without the efforts of women "on Committees in the public sector" many of the 
advances won by women in the workforce in Australia would not have been 
made. Many of these women have been closely involv ed in their unions 
although sometimes the unions themselves may have been male oriented. They 
have therefore had a dual role as pioneers. 

I and many other women in the public sector take offence at Smith and Du Cros 
writing off our efforts as "so many token women on committees in the public 
service". 

Instead of taking the opp,ortunity to contribute an article outlining the problems 
faced by women in the discipline or advertising their support or services, they 
have merely vented their spleen in an egotistical attack on their sisters. 

It is probably worthwhile pointing out that 4 out 6 positions on the NEC are held 
by women. In WA 5 out of 5 office-bearers are women, in Vic the ratio is 5 out of 6 
(one position is unfilled) and NSW 4 out of 6 (one position unfilled). It is clear 
that Smith and Du Cros are feeling a little nervous about sharing their interest in 
women's concerns. Their attack on other people researching gender in 
archaeology and their sexist analogies to Paris fashions (how was this analogy 
meant to work?) indicate that they are locked into some gender stereotypes of 
their own. 

The cause of solidarity is not furthered by this kind of petty one upmanship. Let's 
not waste more space on self aggrandisement. The space could have been better 
used by someone who has something to say. 

Sue McIntyre 



ANNE BICKFORD AND ASSOCIATES 

Heritage Consultants 
135 Cather ine  Street  Le ichhard t  NSW 2040 Phone 02-5699672 Fax 02-5500261 

The Newsletter Editor 
AACA Newsletter 
Box 214 Holme Building 
University of Sydney NSW 2006 

18 June 1992 

Dear Denise and Publications Sub-Committee, 

I am writing concerning the article in Newsletter No. 50 January 1992 
'Do us something on gender' by Laurajane Smith and Hilary du Cros. 

I am disappointed that Laurajane and Hilary chose to tackle the 
request to do 'something on gender' in this way. They have taken the first 
half of the page to say why they won't write something and the second half 
to tell us a few of the good things which came out of the Women in 
Archaeology conference (WIA). When Lyndall Ryan was working in the 
Prime Wnister's Department she told me that all Cabinet submissions have 
to be confined to an A4 page. In 1973 we wrote a one page letter to the 
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs in which we managed to convince him to 
purchase Wybalenna on Flinders Island as an historic site. I think that 
Laurajane and Hilary could have taken their one page to write something 
useful and convincing on gender in archaeology without it being tokenistic. 
In fact, I think their comment about token women on committees in the 
Public Service is an unfortunate one. Is any woman who has got anywhere 
in the Public Service to be besmirched as a 'token woman'? She may be 
carrying the torch for feminism and archaeology. What right do we have to 
assume that women on committees in the Public Service are token? I 
believe that the large number of women in archaeology in the bureaucracy 
is an extremely positive phenomenon. It didn't exist 15 years ago when I 
started as a consultant. Look at all the women from thebureaucracy who 
were at the WIA conference:- Marilyn Truscott, Elizabeth Williams and 
Betty Meehan from the Australian Heritage Commission, Tracy Ireland 
from the Heritage Council Department of Planning NSW, Jeanette Hope 
and Robin Aitken from National Parks and Wildlife NSW, Jane Lydon 
from the Sydney Cove Authority, Kristal Buckley, Megan Goulding, 
Caroline Bird, and Gabrielle Brennan from the Victorian Archaeological 
Survey Sue Kee and Angela McGowan from Parks Wildlife and Heritage 
Tasmania, Ann McConnell from the Tasmanian Forestry Commission, to 
name just the ones I can think of now. If I submit a tender for a consultan'cy 
to one of these organizations I feel that I will get a fair hearing. I don't 
anticipate encountering the attitude I was faced with as a graduate student 
when I was advised not to apply for a job which involved some fieldwork as 
"men are better than women in the field." 



ANNE BICKFORD AND ASSOCIATES 

Heritage Consultants 
135 Catherine Street Leichhardt NSW 2040 Phone 02-5699672 Fax 02-5500261 

Finally, I want to comment on Laurajane and Hilary's concern that 
'gender has become fashionable'. I think its a wonderful thing if gender has 
become fashionable. It means that more people are being introduced.to it, 
and thinking about it, and surely some of these will see it as a useful concept 
and start applying it in their work. Academics in archaeology departments 
are starting to give lectures on gender (eg. in Prehistory and Historical 
Archaeology at Sydney). Even though, as some lecturers do, they say that 
you can't find gender in the archaeological record and that Conkey, Gero, 
and Vlyk are firinists trjiifig to mariipu:atr archaeology to support their 
political beliefs, (as if all archaeology isn't political) the issue is being voiced 
and it provides a forum for opposing arguments to be put. If gender were 
not fashionable no one would be talking about it. I hope like Laurajane and 
Hilary that gender will become "a central analytical concept in archaeology", 
But I believe that we engender change not only by putting on conferences, 
but also by "chipping away". We have to chip away on all fronts to have 
gender accepted as a central concept by the whole archaeological 
community. Putting on conferences, writing newsletters and papers, 
putting our point of view in seminars, supporting women in the 
bureaucracy, are just some of the ways. 

Laurajane and Hilary by establishing the WIA conference have made 
an enormous contribution and have changed the face of Australian 
archaeology forever. But we cannot continue to demand of them that they 
always make the position statements on gender. There were about 100 
people at the WIA conference and hundreds more in Australia who are 
exploring and supporting the concept of gender in archaeology. In fact, five 
out of the six members of this newsletter's Publications Committee were at 
the conference. Why did you ask Laurajane and Hilary to do something on 
gender? To decide to include something on gender in the newsletter was 
good; to have written it yourself would have been even better. I think we 
should chip away in our own way in whatever way we can. This is why I 
have written this letter. I look forward to reading other things on gender, 
next time perhaps by members of the Publications Committee, in the 
newsletter in the future. 

Yours sincerely, 



Postgrads join the 
archaeology fray 
Bv JOE POPRZECZNY 
POSTGRADUATE arch- 

aeology students have be- 
come involved in a bitter 
row over the decision to 
merge the University of 
Western Australia's archae- 
ology department with the 
large department of anthro- 
polow. 
The president of the Post- 
graduate Students Associa- 
tion. MS Marcia Taylor. has 
taken the unusual step of cir- 
culatlng a 21-page information 
kit to more than 100 members 
of the academic hard. 

The documents outline poss- 
ible curtailment of degree 
studies for six postgraduates 
working with archaeology lec- 
turer Dr David Rindos. who 
now works in the department 
of geography. 
Dr Rindos was removed from 

archaeology last year follow- 
ing a prolonged series of dis- 
agreements with Professor 
Sandra Bowdler, who stood 
down as head of archaeology 
in Feb~arY after a mutine 
review of her department. 

Since then. a second depart- 
mental review. commissioned. 
by. the Vlce-Chancellor. Pro- 
fessor Fay Gale. has been con- 
ducted and like the first. re- 

NEW ADDRESSES 

Allan Lance 
PO Box 3184 
Grenfell St 
Adelaide SA 5000 

ceived written submissions 
from students. 

(Both reports arose because 
of complaints relating to man- 
agement problems. equity is- 
sues and interpersonal rela- 
tionships which Professor 
Gale says "were damaging the 
objectivity of the depart- 
ment". Professor Bowdler has 
been highly critical of both re- 
ports and believes that she 
has not been accorded due 
process and natural justice. In 
the HES last week she argued 
that she had been "totally dis- 
criminated against, right 
down the line".) 

On receiving the second re- 
port Professor Gale advised 
the Senate that archaeolow 
would be merged with anthi; 
pology. but the move did not 
include Dr Rindos and the 
postgraduates in his progran 

An  increasing number of 
academics are coming to the 
view that this may simal an 
intention to eventually tell Dr 
Rindos that he is sacked. 
Interestingly. Dr Rindos's 

tenure wLU not be confirmed 
this month as scheduled. He 
was told by Dr Mike Partis. 
the head of the division of 
agriculture and science. under ' 
which archaeology and 
mgrephy are administered. 
that it had been postponed 
Until the end of the year. 

Ms Taylor's covering let$erj 
said: "Changes to the s ~ c -  
ture and administration of the, 
archaeology department must 
be pursued with due cnnsider- 
ation to postgraduates. 

"It is hoped that any struc- 
tural and administrative 
changes to the present depar2- 
ment of archaeology will not 
hinder the academic progress. 
of graduates in or out of the: 
present department." 

Another letter in the kit, 
from a postgraduate student, 
Mr Andrus Budrikis. said 
three of the people in Dr Rh-' 
dos's group had enrolled for 
higher degrees this year. with ' 
one. Mr Wilhelm de Winter. 
recently arriving from m e  I 
Netherlands. I "Mr de Winter has mitten to. 
the PSA expressing his con-? 
cerns," Mr Budrikis said. 

"Any decisions about the  fu- ' 
ture of the teaching of archae-l 
ology should be debated by 
representatives of all con- 
cerned. This includes the stu-, 
An..+- 
U F A A W .  

Mr Budrikis said that when' 
he contacted Professor Gale / 
to arrange to discuss the Issue i 
she directed him to speak wi th ,  
Dr Partis. 
'I have spoken to Dr Partis 

on a few occasions and have 
found him unable or unwilling 
to convey what exactly is 

l 
going on," Mr Budrikis said. 

Pip Stephenson, of High Paradise Fm, Boltby, Thirsk, North Yorkshire, UK, is seeking volunteer work in Australia. Her 
experience includes urban rescue, large surface rural sites, 
recording and planning. She will be available from October 1992. 
For further details contact the newsletter editors. 



the past - archaeologists, historical 
novelists, historians and antique 
collectors, among others -and they 
will tesbfy that life without memory is Far from being no life a! all. 

lost in the past, Nice Gorman is ~t one to WOW 
about getting dirt under her finger- 

people Whose nails when investigating past lies. 
lives revolve In fact. she wuld m e  mountains 

to unearth evidence of ancient around history civiasation. currenuy invoked with 
have their eyes an ~ Y S ~ S  of stone took more than 

3.000 years old - from MuswelC 

--. 
to the future. brook, a tourn in New ~outh Wales 

By George dense with Aboriginal artefacts -the 
- archaeological consultant recounts 

and home for the dubious pleasure 
of wet-sieving in the wintry bleak- 
ness of Muswellbrook? Or scrab- 
bling in the searing hot dust of a 
Jordanian sumer, for that mattefl 

"Part of it is a fascination with 
human behaviour. As humans, 
we're constantly interacting with 
physical objects within spaces and 
buildings, with chairs and teacups," 
says Gorman, waving a contem 
porary version of the latter (circa 
1970) in the air. "Our relationship to 
those objects in the past has been 
vastly different. One can get great 
insight into the workings of human 

Epaminondas. with glee, and a smidgin of wonder, I communities by w i n g  at that inter- 
action with material objects.. . There 
is a thrill in digging up a site and 
coming across an object that you 
k m  is significant in some way." 

But what, you might ask, have 
these objects to do with the lives of 
modem man and woman? 

"Everyone of us has learnt that 
o think of history is to irmoluntari- TV open the mouth with a p m  

longed intake of breath. Historp 
Yawn! For many, the subject 
equates with images of skimming 
telephone book-sized texts, un- 
stirred; of watching documentaries 

the likes of hrtch.pa~er produc- 
tion, circa 1830, unentertained; of 
peering into glass cabinets at anon- 
p u s  pottery st-~ards, Gninspi~. 

What seems to be lost in this frap 
mented approach to history is the 
very reason we study the past We 
study humanity to discover what 
h m i t y  is. 

Imagine being fossilised in the 
presentwithnorecoursetomemory 
- W e d  of time. From the 
cast of The Man Who Mistoak His 
W Fix A Hat, a collection of case 
studies by American neuro- 
psychologistOGverSad<s.perhaps 
the most frightening was the 
memoryless character, The Lost 
Mariner. He was a 49yeardd v i c h  
dtime,withamemoryspanofno 
more than a few pafftetic minks. 
his We in utter disatray. 

The past provides us with a moor- 
h g  for the present Ask those who 
dedicate their Iives to invesbgating 
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IN THE 
PAST there were dino- 

saurs and that we 
evolved from h e  
monoids." she 
counters. "But it's 
so much a part of 
our conscious- 
ness that we 

the excavation process known as 
wet-sieving. 

"First, you excavate the dirt, then 
put it in buckets. And then you have 
these huge sieves in a mesh, and 
you have to sit in the water with rub 
ber gloves and gum boots on, and 
have to wwk all the dirt through the 
sieves. When it's winter, your hands 
are cold, and your feet are cold, and 
there's water everywhere and every- 
thing's muddy and you get totally fil- 
thy and totalty bored and you start 
going out of your mind and your im- 
aginabon starts to explode . . . " 

What m e  compulsh  drives 
archaeologists to forsake hearth 

don't question it. It's a non-trivial 
thing to say we km& the past exists, 
although it w l d  be difficult to ex- 
plain howtha! influences the way we 
bok at the world and the way we act 
-it must and itdoes." 

Alice Gorman says few people 
are actually aware of the role of ar- 
chaeology in Australia. 

'You're constantly confronted 
with the question, 'Why are you 
doing archaeologp" says the 27- 
yeadd Gorman, who, with pea$ 
white skin and wave of dark bau, 
boks nothing like the Indiana Jones 
or Howard Carter stereotypes. 
'When you say you're an ar- 



> mlurnes. Each tome will average 
a weighty 500,000 wwds wrth the 
last due in 1995 - in total, an estim 
ated three million words about the 
internal workings of Rome. 

McCullough prides herself on her 
scholarship. "The characters are 
people vho actually existed," she 
says. W1 of their actions are histori- 
cally substantiated." In an author's 
note tinged with aplomb from vo- 
lume one, The First Man In Rme, 
stwwrote, "My scholarship will be 
obvious enough to those qualified to 
judge ..." The reaction, she says, 
has been prodigious. "I've been 
getting m e  wonderful letters from 
m e  very august scholars. 1 didn't 
know how much they'd appreciate 
my treading on their turf." 

Reading about the intricacies of 
republican Rome m a textbook may 

Why delve into 
the mysteries of the 
past? Archaeologist 

Alice Gorman 
(right) says it's a 

fascination for 
human behaviour. 

Antique aficionado 
Bryan Rodgers (tar 

right) says it's to 
appreciate beauty. PAS- 

novel the bloody, intertwined stories 
of Mark  and Sulla make absorbing 
potboiler readmg. 

We laww what the Romans of 
that period did on tt-e wkie," says 
Md=ullough, who admits to creating 
some sort of hybnd between fact 
and fiction. which' Americans like to 
call "faction". 

W w e  don't know iswhythey 
did 1 That's often clouded in history 
and that's being a novelist is 
dierent to being a historian be- 
cause you never get inside their 
heads. I am a novelist I have to get 
inside their heads." 

For Colleen McCullough, the 
relevance of ancient Rome is 
axiomatic. 'We nevei cease to 
make the same mistakes. 1 red<on 
for politicians a course in ancient 
h i  sharld be &@my' 
42 FEBRUARY 1992 1 ULE 

- / - In an essay pub- . wanting to participate in that society. 

i. t lished last year, : 
Pegg espoused a 
theory of the use of ; 

disease as a form of accusation, 
using the alleged outbreak of 
leprosy in the twelfth century as i 
his basis. The connections with 

the AIDS epidemic, he says, are all 
too obvious. 

'In the early part of the tweW 
century, it was the nobilty who were 
accused of having leprosy and the 
incidents were rare. Knights ac- 
cused lords, monks accused ab- 
bob - it was used to bring people 
down," says Pegg, warming to his 
topic. 'In h e  latter part of the cen- 
tury, there's this apparen* huge 
epidemic, leprosariums in every 
corner, but an of a sudden wealthy 
people don't get accused of having 
it any more: It's mly vagabonds and 
poor people. And I refuse to believe 
the disease &st jumped classes or 
that it really occurred in such num 
bers . . . What happened was that 
great cuttural changes were under- 
way as a result of the Crusades, with 
wealthy individuals springing up 

This new wealth also threw up mas- 
ses of restless poor. So leprosy was 
actually used as a form of accusa- 
tion by the upper classes to con- 
solidate the feudal system." 

Pegg is adamant about his 
theory's correlations with the "guilty" 
and "innocent" victims of AIDS. 
"What worries me is that a pattern of 
accusation will develop over whose 
claims will be accepted and whose 
claims denied, over the increasingly 
expensive medical treatments that 
AlDS patients require." Already, r e  
searchers at Cornell University in 
New York State are considering his 
theory in relation to the way in which 
AIDS cases are funded. 

B y studymg the past I cane out 
with generalisations about the 

world," he says. "I try not to define 
boundaries. Surely. thinking is about 
taking the odd risk. I'm trying to un- 
derstand what makes us, as op- 
posed to being bogged down in 
antiquarian, pissy, boring things. 
"My method is a method of scep 

ticism and you ask yourself. 'Hw 
does that work in that culture?' " 



BRECC I A 
BY TFC 

A very short column this time, due to general busyness [sic] 
on the consultancy front and on AACA matters (particularly 
negotiations with NPWS, many interesting tit-bits here but 
discretion rules - OK?). 
The AACA mid-winter solstice celebration was held at 
"Archaeics" recently. A select group spent the afternoon 
frolicking under the sacred pin-oak, quaffing my friend John's 
latest vintage Chambourcin red and generally making merry. 

I t  was decided to hold over the Golden Breccia award until 
next year, partly due to lack of entries (where has everyone's 
sense of humour gone lately, is the prevailing solemnity the 
result of overwork or the stresses and strains of professional 
life?). The other reason for withholding the award was that 
Jo McDonald, the present "Brecciate", has only recently 
received the actual trophy and seemed loath to hand i t  over. 

Next issue: The Taplin Files: a complete code-breaker for the 
uninitiated (i f  I survive to tell the tale). 

NPWS of NSW SITE REGISTER CHANGES 

Some members are already aware that National Parks proposes a 
number of changes concerning use of the Register of Aboriginal 
Sites. The proposals include the introduction of stricter 
conditions of access, and charges beyond those now in force. 

The new conditions are designed to improve security, in line 
with the requirements of the Public Sector Management and 
Finance & Audit Acts. The charges reflect the present NSW 
State Government's "User Pays" directions to various 
Departments within the Public Service. 

On-going discussions between AACA delegates, plus some input 
from our members and others, have resulted in considerable 
modification of the original proposals. A third draft will be 
produced soon, for wider distribution. 

I f  you wish to know more of the details, or to receive a copy 
of the next draft, please contact 

Michael McFadyen 
Acting Executive Officer 
Cultural Heritage Division 
NPWS of NSW 
PO Box 1967 
HURSTVILLE NSW 2220 

Or telephone Michael on (02) 585-6454 or Tessa Corkill, AACA 
Delegate, on (02) 652-1470. 

In the meantime, could members please note that i t  is now 
necessary to make an appointment with Jon Duncan, on 
(02) 585-6471 in order to use the Register. 



sent to Professor Gale supporters signed ana 
in December and the released a letter this 
university's planning week which said the 
and appropriations review had found some 
committee last month. administrative pro- 



By GERALDINE O'BRIEN . " 
Heritage Writer - . ' 

I t  was once the largest indimtrial 
complex in  Australia, a thriving, 
noisy series of workshops where 
everything from locomotive cylin- 
ders to brake blocks were produced 
and maintained. 

Hundreds of men worked theie, 
some serving from their fivbyear 
apprenticeship to their retiremeat, 
and the skills they learnt - were 
passed to succeeding generations 

Now, the Eveleigh railway yards 
are empty, save for Guido Cower- 
neur, whose Wrought Artworks 
business occupies a small corner. 

A high-technology park is' p n t  
posed for the eight-hectare site:but 
Eveleigb may also house a working 
museum o f  19th century::-high 
technology under plans prepared..by 
University of  Sydney architectme 
students. . .. . . 

David .De Long; profess& e f  
Architecture and head o f  .the 
Historic Presenation Program- at 
the University of  Pennsylvania, 
says the site's series of handsome, 
late 19th century buildings prmjdes 
a large proportion of the, 60,000 
square metres required. -.. ! 

He asked students .at Syd*y 
University,. where he is a visiting 
lecturer, to design a museum within 
the old locomotive worksho.@ .ad 
today he will address a National 
Trust-sponsored seminar using .Eve- 
leigh as a case study in  “Cease-@ng 
Industrial Structures". .. 

The Eveleigh site, classified by the 
Nationnl Trust, was designed in 18[13 
and, because of the demands &.the 
ever+xpading rail of 
the..rrorkshops were in .operation-dl 
before the ofliial opening in 1861. 

More  than 200 l o c o m o t i ? ~  
including the famous C36 and C38 
classes, were produced here,,-& 
were the vice-regal carriages ::. 

Roll ing stock, -axles;:w.kt!s, 
every component part o f  the g ~ t  
rai l  network, were al l  : made-' at 
Eveleigh and the -finely detailed 
buildings reflect, as .the consem- 
tion report says, "theesteem d t b  
d i c b  +le ef:.&. Victorian era 
regarded their i a i kay  system"i%: 

I d &  -are remains o f  the 'hi&-- 
toebw o f  that era - steam ham 
m e ~ , b q i I q ; b y d ~ u l i c  orerbead 
m* $orge+ rrrd-.the 1 ~ 0 0  
Davy.steam press -.'dich could be 
used to authentically -restore. d 
maintain trains a d  camages. 

"The brief for the students was 
for a museum devoted to making - and maintaining objects," Profes- 
sor De Long said. 3 "All buildings can be recycled. 
The question Is, which do you 
choose to preserve and recycle? 

'Certainly 1 believe these should 
! be kept. I t  would be the intelligent ! thing to do." 

Deadlines for copy for the next newsletter are 16 September for the 
October issue and 6 December for the December issue. 
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