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EDITORS' NOTES
Apologies are due for the lateness of
A K A Newsletter Number 70.
This has been due partly to the heavy
workloads of your overtaxed editors
but primarily to the tardiness of many
AACA members in sending information
about events, activities, issues, etc. If
the Newsletter had been sent out on
time it would have been a very slim
volume indeed. (The given date for
copy was 28 Feb - see inside cover of
Dec Issue).
In addition, very little material that
was supplied was in an electronic form
email or floppy disc This was inspite
of editorial pleas in the last issue.

-

I t appears that there are two issues to
consider, (a) do members feel that the
Newsletter is a suitable vehicle for
communicating their activities with
colleagues and (b) a r e members reading
the newsletter?

Cover:
The first 'underwater excavation', 24 August 1854
AdoIphe von Morlot, armed with pick and
butterfly net, in the Genfersee at Morges among
wooden posts of the Swiss lake dwellings. It was,
he later wrote 'strikingly poetical to stand amid
these ancient posts in the bluish twilight'. (fiorn P.
Bahn, 1996 Cambridge Illustrated History Archaeology, CUP).

-

If members a r e choosing not to promote
their activities via the Newsletter o r to
raise issues for discussion
or
consideration, what function is the
Newsletter actually fullfilling? Is this
just an outmoded structure that is no
longer useful? Is communication within
State Chapters and an Annual General
Meeting the only inter-membership
communication that is needed? Could it
be that members a r e so tied up with
their contracts and their clients that the
broader picture of archaeological
consulting is simply not a concern?
Do you have suggestions for changes
that would improve the relevance of the
Newsletter. What directions could it be
taking?
Have your say. You could wait till you
next Chapter meeting. You could wait
till the next AGM. You could just talk
about it, keep it to yourself or - SAY IT
LOUD
in your Newsletter!

-
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PRESIDENTS REPORT - 1996 AGM

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
1996 AGM

I would first of all like to welcome you all to this the 1996 Annual General Meeting of the

Australian Association of Consulting Archaeologists Inc.
The National Executive Committee has had a quiet year with all its members still juggling
various incessant responsibilities. There have been a few achievements, but I think
overall, it would be fair to say that the current committee is suffering somewhat from
'repetitive strain'.
Aboriginal consultation and the arrival of Native Title on the scene has occupied this
committee as it has the State Executive. A meeting of NSW members in July which
discussed the proliferation of Aboriginal groups in some areas, and the fact that NPWS
po!icy encourages consultation with a h a d spectrum of interest groilps. This has xade
it very difficult in some areas as established processes of liaison with the Land Council
system (in NSW in particular) became less clear cut. A sub-committee was created (with
a few co-opted State bods - in particular Jeanette Hope, lain Stewart, Kerry Navin and
Kelvin Officer) and we drafted a letter which was sent to National Parks and Wildlife
Service NSW, NSW State Aboriginal Land Council, Department of Urban Affairs &
Planning and the Department of Aboriginal Affairs. This letter requested that these bodies
clarify their individual positions on this issue of consultation, and outlined the difficulties
which being encountered in a number of cases during this process.
No progress - in terms of strategies for dealing with the problems - have yet resulted from
this process. Standard responses were received from NPWS SALC and DUAP. And no
response has been received from DAA. This matter needs continued effort in the following
year.
Constitutional matters were less weighty this year than last - as the Agenda this evening

indicates - although a substantive cosmetic change to the Constitution was achieved

o. 70

March 1997

Pa&

PRESIDENTS REPORT - 1996 AGM
through the efforts of Ted Higgenbotham, Laila Haglund and John Edgar. With the
strength gained through not dealing with further amendments this year, perhaps next year
the NEC will further progress constitutional changes which were mooted this time last
year.
The NEC has been thinking seriously about the home of the next NEC due for election at
next yeats AGM. We consider that it would be extremely healthy for the Association for
this to be moved to another state next year. We should discuss this further this evening,
but we were thinking that the WA, Victoria and SA Chapters should all be approached to
see who would be willing to take this on.
A recent development, which Cath Snelgrove will speak about later is accreditation. The
Heritage Office is contemplating a move to accredit archaeologists who practise in NSW

-

using Full Membership of AACAl as one of the criteria. This move would result in a
considerable boost to AACAl's relevance. As well as providing an impetus for the
Association to continue its efforts at promoting the profession, it would also require a
revamping of our general procedures - but this can be discussed further.
So to finish, I would like to welcome you all again, and say that I hope 1997 will be a good
year for the Association.

Dr Jo McDonald
President, AACAl
27th November 1996
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SECREXARY'S REPORT - 1996 AGM

AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION
ARCHAEOLOGISTS

AACAl AGM, SECRETARY'S REPORT 1996
There have been 4 meetings of the NEC since the last AGM. Minutes of all these
meetings have been kept and are archived in written form as well as on computer disc.
Minutes of all meetings plus any submitted reports were faxed to the relevant State
Chapter Delegates.
All correspondence was collected; distributed to the relevant committee members, and
tabled at each NEC meeting.
The major issues dealt addressed by the Secretary for 1996 were;
correspondence to the Minister for Planning; Heritage regarding the proposed CityNorthern By-pass.
correspondence to Clayton Frederickson who is representing the New Zealand
Archaeological Association regarding a proposed affiliation with AACA.
Formally, AACA was asked to comment upon a review of The Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Heritage Protection Act 1984. And the Victorian Heritage Council
requested that the AACA nominate a member for a possible appointment to a new 10
member Heritage Council. Other correspondence included resumes from a number of
overseas visitors looking for temporary work and promotional material from book
publishers, universities, and planning companies.
The minutes recorded from the AGM will be printed in the next issue of the AACAl
Newsletter.

Ne-
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TREASUaERS REPORT
AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION OF CONSULTING
ARCHAEOLOGISTS INCORPORATED

COMMITTEE'S REPORT

Your Committee submits the financial accounts of the Association for the
year ended 30th June 1996.
NAMES OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS
The members in office at the date of this report are:

president :
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Members Secretary:

Josephine McDonald
Edward Higginbotham
John Edgar
Huw Barton
Tessa Corkill

PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES
The principal activities of the Association during the financial year were:

(a)

to encourage the communication of knowledge and promote a spirit
of co-operation amongst workers within the field of Archaeology;

(33)

to support and encourage research into all forms of archaeology,
particularly those with relevance to consultancy work within the
discipline;
to promote the training of students in archaeology, especially in
consulting work, by encouraging consultants to provide such
training ;
to establish, maintain and encourage adherence to professional
standard and ethics by fellow consultants.

No significant change in the nature of these activities occurred during the
year.
RESULTS
The net loss after providing for income tax amounted to $1,245.

Signed in accorda

n of the Board of Directors:

President

...............

Treasurer

........................

g i day of November, 1996
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INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT
TO TIIE MEMBERS OF
AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION OF CONSULTING
ARCHAEOLOGISTS INCORPORATED

Audit Opinion

In our opinion the financial statements of the association are properly
drawn up:
(a)

So as to give a true and fair view, in accordance with the accounting
policies described in Note 1 to the financial statements, of the
matters required by the A.C.T. Associations Incorporation Act
1991 to be dealt with in the financial statements;

(b) In accordance with the provisions of the A.C.T. Associations
Incorporation Act 1991; and
(C) In accordance with applicable Accounting Standards. As the
association has applied AASB 1025: Application of the Reporting Entity
Concept and Other Amendments, other accounting standards have only been
applied to the extent described in Note 1 to the financial statements.

BAMFIELD

&

COMPANY

7

Chartered Account

s

day of November, 1996
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INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT
TO THE MEMBERS OF
AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION OF CONSULTING
ARCHAEOLOGISTS INCORPORATED

scope

We have audited the Financial Statements of the Australian ~ssociationof
Consulting Archaeologists Incorporated, being a special purpose report for
the year ended 30th June 1996. The financial statements comprise the
Statement by Members of the Committee, Income and Expenditure Statement,
Assets and Liabilities Statement and Notes to and Forming Part of the
Accounts. The committee is responsible for the preparation and presentation
of the financial statements and the information they contain, and have
determined that the accounting policies used and described in Note 1 to the
financial statements are appropriate to meet the requirements of the A.C.T.
Associations Incorporation Act 1991 and the needs of the members. We have
conducted an independent audit of the financial statements in order to
express an opinion on them to the members of the association on their
preparation and presentation. No opinion is expressed as to whether the
accounting policies used, and described in Note 1, are appropriate to the
needs of the members.
The financial statements have been prepared for distribution to members for
fulfilling the committee's financial reporting requirements under the
A.C.T. Associations Incorporation Act 1991. We disclaim any assumption of
responsibility for any reliance on this report or on the financial
statements to which it relates to any person other than the members, or for
any purpose other than that for which it was prepared.

C

C

Our audit has been conducted in accordance with ~ustralianAuditing
Standards. Our procedures included examination, on a test basis, of
evidence supporting the amounts and other disclosures in the financial
statements and the evaluation of accounting policies and significant
accounting estimates. These procedures have been undertaken to form an
opinion as to whether, in all material respects, the financial statements
are presented fairly in accordance with accounting policies described in
note 1 to the financial statements. These policies do not require the
application of all Statements of Accounting Concepts, Accounting Standards
and other mandatory professional reporting requirements (Urgent Issues
Group Consensus Views).
The audit opinion expressed in this report has been formed on the above
basis.
2
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AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION OF CONSULTING ARCHAEOLOGISTS INC.
STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE

In the opinion of the Committee:
1.

2.

(a)

The accompanying Income & Expenditure Statement is drawn up so as
to give a true and fair view of the results of the Association
for the financial year ended 30th June 1996.

(b)

The accompanying Assets and Liabilities Statement is drawn up
so as to give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of
the Association as at the end of-the financial year.

At the date of this statement, there are reasonable grounds to
believe that the Association will be able to pay its debts as and when
they fall due.

As detailed in Note 1 to the accounts, the Association is not a' reporting
entity because in the committee's opinion, there is unlikely to exist users
who are unable to command the preparation of reports tailored so as to
satisfy specifically all of their information needs. These accounts are
therefore "Special Purpose Financial Reportsm that have been prepared
solely to meet the requirements of the A.C.T. Associations Incorporation
Act (1991) and the Income Tax Assessment Act (1936). The association has
applied Statement of Accounting Concepts 1: Definition of the Reporting
Entity. No other Australian Accounting Standards, Statements of Accounting
Concepts or other mandatory professional reporting requirements (Urgent
Issues Group Consensus Views) have been applied.
This statement is made in accordance with the resolution of the Committee
and is signed for and on behalf of the committee by:

&day

of November, 1996

No. 70 M a d 1997

P a ~8
e

TREASURERS REPORT
AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION OF CONSULTING
ARCgAEOLOGISTS INCORPORATED
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 1996
Last Year
INCOMg
Interest Received
Membership Income
Newsletter Income
Other Publications
Register

EXPENDITURE
Auditor's Remuneration
Bank Charges
Conference Expenses
Filing Fees
Formation Expenses Written Off
General Expenses
Legal Costs
Meeting Costs
Membership Costs
Newsletter Costs
Payments to State Chapters1
Printing, Postage & Stationery
Publication Costs
Secretarial Services
Travelling Expenses

OPERATING SURPLUS (LOSS) BEFORE
INCOME TAX
Income Tax Expense
OPERATING SURPLUS (LOSS) AFTER
INCOME TAX
Accumulated Surplus at the
beginning of the Financial Year
ACCUMULATED SURPLUS AT 30TH
JUNE 1996

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
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AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION OF CONSULTING
ARCHAEOWGISTS INCORPORATED
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 1996

1

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTING POLICIES

These financial statements are not general purpose financial reports.
The financial statements are special purpose financial reports prepared
in order to enable compliance with the A.C.T. Associations
Incorporation Act 1991 and the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936. The
association's committee has determined that the association is not a
reporting entity as defined in Statement of Accounting Concepts 1
"Definition of the Reporting Entityt8,and therefore there is no
requirement to apply accounting standards in the preparation and
presentation of these financial statements.
No regard has been paid to the disclosure requirements of Schedule S of
the Corporations Law or to other statements of Accounting Concepts,
Accounting Standards or other mandatory professional reporting
requirements (Urgent Issues Group Consensus Views) in preparation of
this report with the exception of Accounting Standard AASB 1025
"Application of the Reporting Entity Concept".
The statements are also prepared on an accruals and going concern basis
from the records of the company. They are based on historical cost and
do not take into account changing money values or, except where
specifically stated, current valuations of non-current assets.
Intangible Assets
Formation costs of $2,272 have been shown as an Intangible Asset in
previous years8 financial reports. However, as this asset has no
further realisable value, the committee has determined that this asset
be written off in the current financial year and accordingly the amount
of $2,272 has been reflected as an expense in the current financial
year.

Sundry Creditors
Fees relating to the audit of the current financial statements have
been accrued as a sundry creditor at the end of current financial year.
This represents a change in accounting policy from the previous
financial year and the financial effect of.this change has been a
one-off increase in both the loss for the current financial year and
the auditor's remuneration expense by $600.

No. 70 M a r c h 9 7
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AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION OF CONSULTING
ARCHAEOLOGISTS INCORPORATED
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES STATEMENT
AS AT 30TH JUNE 1996
Note

1996
S

CURRENT ASSETS

Cash
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS
NON-CURRENT ASSETS
Intangibles
TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS
TOTAL ASSETS
CURRENT LIABILITIES

Creditors and borrowings
Provisions
TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES

TOTAL LIABILITIES

NET ASSETS (LIABILITIES)
MEMBERS' FUNDS
Accumulated Surplus

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.

1995
$

0.
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TREASURERS REPORT
AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION OF CONSULTING
ARCHAEOLOGISTS ZNCORPORATED
NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 1996

1996
$

CASH

National Australia Bank
Potter Warburg Cash Management
Account
,

INTANGIBLES

Formation Expenses
CREDITORS

h

BORROWINGS

CURRENT

Sundry Creditors
PROVISIONS
CURRENT
.
Provision for Income Tax

1995
S
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REPORT TO TEIE AACA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING FROM THE
AACA INC EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Over the last year the Editorial Committee for the A K A Inc Newsletter have produced 4
issues. There have been a number of stalwart contributors including Tessa Corkill (NSW)
Jillian Comber (Qld) Mark Staniforth (SA) and various Victorian and Tasmanian
contributors.
We aimed 12 months ago to receive all contributions electronically so that we could improve
and standardise the format . Whilst there has been a slight increase in the amount of
electronic mail and on-disk contributions, we hope that the next 12 months will see further
improvements.

PLEASE NOTE THE CONTRIBUTORS' GUIDELINES AT THE END OF
THIS NEWSLETTER

No. 70 M m 1997

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT

1896 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT
Slnce the 1995 AGM the Membership Committee has had two formal meetings and a number of
informal phone, fax and inter-personaldiscussions. Membership applications have been determined
and a number of other issues addressed. Among the latter, the Committee considered the question of
criteria for membership of the Association in a changing world, in response to a directive from the
NEC to nclarffywhat are their assessment criteria In defining what can be regarded as 'equivalent' to
an honours degree in the case of Associate Membership appllcatlons". As a result, the Committee
recommended that, in the absence of an Honours or Postgraduate degree in archaeology, acceptable
equivalent qualifications andior experience (as per Article 15 of the Constitution) must include:

A substantive piece of independent work in the field of archaeology, demonstrating
knowledge of both the theory and practice specific to the discipline.
Such a work could be either published or unpublished, for example a major article or chapter in a
refereed journal or book, the major essay required for some post-graduate diplomas in archaeology,
or a consulting report. If It is judged necessary for further assessment of the work, thls should
preferably be carried out by at least one of the applicant's referees, or, if thls Is not possible, by one
or two appointed members of the Membershlp Committee. The above requirements would also
satisfy the NEC's second dlrective: "That R be a policy that applicants for Associate Membershlp who
do not have an honours degree should provide documentary evidence with their application
documenting their 'equivalent" experlencen.
During the year 1 Full Member, 1 Affiliate and 12 Associate applicants were approved and accepted
offers of membership. Although this sounds quite a healthy number, R Is depressing to report that
about a dozen members failed to renew their membership during the 95196 financial year, despite a
number of reminders, and are now ex-members. Of these, only 2 resigned formally, which means that
if they wish to rejoin wlthout further assessment within the allowable five years (as per Article 36 of
the Constitution) they will have to pay all back dues. Membership now stands at 124 (20 Full
Members, 21 Affiliates, 72 Associates and 11 Newsletter Members).

.

Although some states, notably South Australia, are increasing thelr membership, It Is worrylng that
others are decreasing (eg. Victoria and Queensland). It is also noticeable that many practising
Historical archaeologists are still not becoming members. I urge all members to try and recruit your
colleagues If you are asked "what are the advantages of membership?" and can't answer the
question, I suggest we are all in trouble. In addition, why is R that so few senior, and extremely able,
Associates are failing to apply for Full Membershlp? I have heard rumours that some are afraid they
will be rejected but if their reports are up to scratch there Is no reason why they should be, and if
they aren't, then they shouldn't be undertaking the work in the first place. Others say that they can
get plenty of work wlthout paying the extra fees for Full Membership and there are no particular
benefits (but what about inclusion in the Register, special rates for Professional Indemnity insurance,
letters after your name and the chance to be a big wheel on the NEC and actually influence the
progress of the Ass~;latIon?).

-

-

Finally, i would like to~emindmembers that this Is my last year as Membership Secretary and Iwould
be grateful of offers or suggestions of a successor, so I can show them the ropes before giving up the
reins. Tern Corklll Membenhla Secretaw

-

NSW CHAPTER STATE DELEGATE'S REPORT - 1996 AGM

NSW Chapter: State Delegate's report
During the year there have been relatively few issues of common concern to
the NSW SEC and the NEC. The State Delegate has communicated with the
SEC and NEC on relevant matters and reported on work in progress (under
the direction of the NEC) such as the production and distribution of a revised
version of the Constitution, the need for our own set of Quality Assurance
Standards, and what to do about our publications. The Constitution has
been circulated and the quality assurance investigated, but we now need to
prepare a draft proposal detailing the standards for'the latter. We are still
investigating the possibilities and problems relating to publications.
We have discussed the development of a code of Work Practices to protect
both employees and employers, and such a code is still seen as important,
but we have not progresse'd much further with this during the year. I have to
repeat my statement from last year: Our main problem is, I believe, that we
are all to busy and tired to give as much time and attention to these matters
as we feel that they deserve. The traditional work horses are getting pretty
weary and would like to see new helpers come in.
There was renewed contact with the NSW National Parks and Wildlife
Service but this was limited to the6mation of a small discussion group, its
brief being to formulate a mutually acceptable set of minimum standards for
consulting reports. Representatives from the NSW Chapter, the NPWS and
an Aboriginal member of the NPWS attend and contribute. The work has
been slow and has seen various delays. A draft scope of work has been
prepared by myself and Huw Barton (then representing the NPWS) but not
circulated; it is likely to see further revision.
Sydney 12th October 1996
n

Laila Haglund
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MINUTES OF THE AACA NEC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1996

I

MINUTES OF THE AACA NEC
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
2711 111 996
6:l5 pm
Annandale Neighbourhood Centre, 79 Johnston Street, Annandale
1. PRESENTIAPOLOGIES

Present: Michael Therin, Cath Snelgrove, Anne Bickford, Laila Haglund, Tessa

Corkill, John Edgar, Jo McDonald, Huw Barton, Julie Drew, lain Stuart, Elizabeth
White, Siobhan Lavelle.
Apologies: Kath Sale, Mary Casey, Helen Brayshaw, Val Attenbrow, Ted

Higginbotham, Bobbietje Oakley, Kerri Navin, Kelvin Officer, Tony Lowe, Sarah
Colley, Claire Everett.
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Motion: That the minutes of the previous AGM be accepted with amendments.

Moved: Laila Haglund
Seconded: Julie Drew
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
I1. Quality3.Assurance
and Accreditation. Ted Higginbotham is currently compiling

material about these issues. Laila Haglund suggested that we need some printed
material for consultants to refer to regarding these issues. Can we (the Association)
develop a brochure that we can all use, all refer to, which outlines the key points of
Quality Assurance and Accreditation. And can we manage to simplify the process to
suit our needs?
2. Publicity Sub-Commitee. The Publicity Sub-Committe that was proposed in

1995 did not eventuate. This was discussed.
Disucssion: Kath Snelgrove would like to see the Publicity sub-committee make a

concerted effort to push material out to the membership.
AACA needs to increase its Newsletter circulation, all State Chapters should addres:
this issue.
It was suggested that a major problem was that the State Chapters were not
actively engaged in lobbying for new membership.
The President suggested that there have been negative attitudes towards past
membership drives, where this activity has been seen as a form of unionisim.

70
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Annie Bickford noted that some people in other states claim that they cannot afford to

Icharge AACA rates and remain competetive. As a result, they see this as a barrier
to membership.

Laila Haglund mentioned that the background to the Recommended Fee Scale was to
ensure that a living wage could be charged by consultants.
How can we make the Association look more attractive to prospective members?

1

What benefits can AACA provide to its membership?

I

AACA could organise Professional Development such as First Aid Courses

1 Recommendations:
I1. That the Publicity Sub-Committe is reconstitutedand that it consist of Kath
ISnelgrove and Julie Drew.

12. That a publicity poster for the Association is prepared for the AAA Conferrence in

I

South Australia.

3. That a Professional Development Sub-Committee be initiated comprising of lain

Stuart, Laila Haglund, and David Nutley.
4. THE ANNUAL REPORT
4.1. PRESIDENT'S REPORT (Report attached)

Josephine McDonald
4.2. SECRETARY'S REPORT (Report attached)

Huw Barton
1. The Secretary is to clarify what correspondence occured between the Victorian

State Chapter and the Victorian Heritage Council regarding the nominations and
appointments to the new Heritage Council
4.3. TREASURER'S REPORT (Report attached)

1

John Edaar
1. It was recommended that the Treasurer write to the other State Chapters and

advise them that we have funds available for special purposes.
4.4.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT (Report attached)

Tessa Corkill

70
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MINUTES OF THE AACA NEC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1996

I

4.5 SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS
-

Motion: That the Constitution Sub-Committee be congratulated.

Moved: Annie Bickford
Seconded: Julie Drew.
All agreed.
4.6. STATE CHAPTER REPORTS (Report attached)
4.7 STATE DELEGATES REPORT (Report attatched)
1. NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service will have an unofficial draft document of

Guidelines for Consultants which will be in circulation for one year on a trial basis.
Motion: That the NSW State Chapter write to the Director of the NSW NPWS for

updated information regarding Standards within the NPWS
Moved: Siobhan Lavelle
Seconded: Julie Drew.
All agreed.
Motion: That all the Reports be accepted

Moved: Beth White
Seconded: Kath Snelgrove
All aareed.
6. OTHER MATTERS
1. AAA editorial mentioned that they might adopt the AACA's Code of Ethics or a

similar code to indicate that it is a professional body.
2. Kath Snelgrove submitted a draft discussion paper from the Heritage Council of

INSW who are discussing the establishment of a viable accreditation scheme for

Iheritage conservation, management and advice. The Council are also investigating

Ithe idea that to be accredited members must be eligible for membership of the AACA
Inc. as a minimum requirement.

13. There was a discussion about what the Association's role could be in the above
matter.
Motion: That the NEC refer this issue to the SEC to respond as the representative

Iof the Association on this issue.
IMoved: Annie Bickford

Seconded: Huw Barton
4. The membership present moved a formal vote of thanks to Kelvin Officer for

being the bureaucratic face of the AACA.
Meeting closed at 8:25pm

.
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NEWS FROM VICTORIA
No the Victorian Chapter is not dead, we
have merely suffered from a temporary
bout of slackness. To prove this, there is a
call to all practising and aspiring
consultant archaeologists to gather on

THURSDAY lOTH OF APRIL 1997 at
the CATHEDRAL ROOM,
HERITAGE VICTORIA,
OLDERFLEET BUILDING, COLLINS
STREET, MELBOURNE at 5.30 PM.
This meeting is not restricted to ACCA
members and will be dscussing issues
relevant to all archaeological consultants.
Apart from attempting to attract as many
archaeologists as possible, representatives
from both Heritage Victoria, and Heritage
Services Branch, Aboriginal Affairs will
also be present. After the meeting, those
wishing to retire to the nearest watering
hole wiIl be encouraged and supported.

Whose been doing what !
In general, few consultants have been
sitting around twiddling their thumbs,
with both small and larger scale projects
(mostly site survey) being undertaken
throughout Victoria.

Isabel Ellender is still lecturing on a part
time basis at Churchill University in the
La Trobe Valley. In addition to this, Isabel
is also keeping busy undertaking small
scale consultancies. Her most recent work
is a monitoring program of parts of
Mullum Mullum Creek near Melbourne
for Parks Victoria (nee Melbourne Water).
Roger Luebbers has been travelling over
much of the state undertaking small site
surveys. His most recent survey was in
Mortlake for the local Water Authority,
where he identified the remains of what
Roger considers to be a very interesting

P

u

historic site. If the water authority decide
to destroy the area, excavation will
potentially yield very interesting data of
this early homestead site.

Andrew Long has just returned from a
successful trip to North West Scotland
where he completed a coastal assessment
survey for the Scottish Office while
studying for a Masters Degree at Glasgow
University. Now back in Australia, he has
occupied his time doing small projects for
Heritage Victoria as well as working for
other consultants in S.A. and N.S.W..
Andrew is also hoping to direct a large
historic excavation in Tasmania later t h s
year. More on that later....
Andrea Murphy has been busy with
small scale site survey work throughout
Victoria, recording an array of mostly
highly disturbed Aboriginal sites in a
variety if locations. The majority of these
commissions have been from government
bodies. Andrea has also recently returned
from a highly relaxing and mformative
tour of many of the significant historic
sites of Tasmania.
du Cros & Associates have been their
usual industrial selves. Hilary du Cros
has recently been in Sydney doing
monitoring of a development site at
P e ~ t h Lakes. Though Aboriginal
material was thought to be the most hkely
artefacts located, the monitoring has
found the remains of an historic site.
David Rhodes and Lori Sciusco are
completing a comprehensive management
plan for Ebenezer Mission at Dimboola.
This extensive study is being developed as
an interactive computer document with
text linked to plans enabling fast visual
representation
of
management
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recommendations (ie. figures in text !!I (AM) . Site plans for the entire areas are
being developed by placing different
attributes (eg. pathways, fencelines,
structures, archaeological features) in a
layered drawing using Mapinfo. This
enables faster editing and more rapid
visual representation of final development
and management concepts for the site.
This is being prepared for AAV and the
Goolurn-Goolurn Aboriginal Co-operative.
Apart from the above, David will also be
doing an excavation of an 1850's
limestone cottage at Portsea Army Base
and a management plan for Aboriginal
stone arrangements at Carisbrook. The
suburbs, which includes highly significant
sites in the Maribyrnong River Valley.
This survey has uncovered a range of sites
not previously recorded including
stratified deposits, a burial and a
rockshelter with potential occupation
deposit on Kororoit creek, for which there
is also some oral history relating to
Aboriginal usage. The survey is being
conducted for the City of Brimbank in
association with the Wurundjeri Tribe
Land Compensation and Cultural Heritage
Council. Gary Vines is doing the Heritage
Management Plan for the Historic Sites in
the City of Brimbank. in association with
Context Pty Ltd (Chris Johnson) Steve is
also finalising heritage management
guidelines for the Australian Heritage
Commission.

Fiona Weaver has mainly been working
on historic projects lately. She has
recently completed two small excavations.
One of which was a cascade located in the
Bendigo city park which included in its
range of finds cannon bails. More on
Fiona's finds next issue.
We look forward to catching up with these
and more Victorian archaeologists at the
meeting in April.

Andrea Murphy
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latter is for AAV and the Ballarat
Aboriginal Co-operative. Sharon Lane
and Julia Cusak have been doing survey
work for a duplication of the Goulburn
Valley Highway at Arcadia near
Shepparto~ during which time they
experimented with the range of water
sources that can be consumed when
extremely thirsty!. Sharon has also
completed the frrst stage of a
comprehensive survey of the former
Corranderk Aboriginal Reserve at
Healesville. Steve Brown is completing a
comprehensive Heritage Management
Plan for Aboriginal sites in the City of
Brimbank, in Melbourne's western
(Well done Andrea ***** rating! -Ed)

NEWS FROM NSW
Siobhan Lavelle has served- her time at
Pacific Power and is now able to devote
more effort (and some remaining brain
cells) to consultancy instead of
bureaucracy. She is currently finalising the
archaeological input into a Conservation
Plan for St Patrick's Cathedral at
Parramatta which was gutted by a
deliberately lit fire in early 1996. She is
also working on historic site surveys and
assessments in the Blue M o w h i m for the
RTA.
Siobhan continues to provide advice on
the restoration of Mays Hill Cemetery,
which after major vandalism in 1994 is
now protected by a $35,000 security
system installed in late 1996. Foilowing
an extensive assessment and consultation
process the first on-site monument repair
works have recently commenced. Siobhan
Lavelle and Anne Bickford are also
completing a report on historic sites for
the
Penrith
Lakes
Development
Corporation in Western Sydney.
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The NSW Heritage O f f ~ c eis in the
process of preparing Guidelines for the
Archaeological Investigation of nonIndigenous Human Skeletal Remains. The
project is being conducted by AACA Inc
members Anne BicHord, Siobhan Lavelle
and Denise DonIon. A draft of the
Guidelines should be available by May
this year. If you would like further
information on this project please contact
Cath Snelgrove on 939 1 205 1.

Beth White has been thinking about
knapping floors in the Hunter valley, as
part of her ongoing research.

The Heritage Council of NSW in
conjunction with the Heritage Office has
produced a Draft Discussion Paper for
Establishing a Viable Accrediation
Scheme for Heritage Conservation,
Management and Advice.
Anyone
interested in commenting in this paper
-should contact Tim Smith or Tony
Prescott on 02 9392 2037.

At the time that this Newsletter was being
assembled, Jillian Comber rang fiom
Cairns to advise that cyclone tin was in
the process of visiting that fair city and
that this had prevented her fiom getting
away an article by email - some excuse
Jillian!

The Aboriginal Centre at the University of
Western Sydney, Macarthur will host a
conference between 27-29 November
1997 around the theme of Indigenous life
and culture in the city. Papers are invitred
from both indigenous and non-indigenous
academics, artsits and others. The
organisers intend that there will be
exhibition/perfomance/screeing of works
by Aboriginal cultural workers held in
conjunction with the main conference.
Abstracts and Proposals should be sent by
May 30th to George Morgan, Aboriginal
Centre, UWS Macarthur, PO Box 555
Campbelltown NSW 2560. Ph: 02
97729529.

Jo McDonald CHM are reviewing site
information for the Cumberland Plain as
part of an overview study. Jo and team
have also started test excavations at the
Australian Defence Industry 'site' at St
Marys in Sydney's west. They are already

finding archaeological material
intersting geomorphological deposits.

in

NEWS FROM QUEENSLAND
Apart from the Women in Archaeology
Conference, Queensland is a 'hear no evil,
see no evil, speak no evil zone'.

NEWS FROM NORTHERN
TERRITORY
We'll never never know if you never
never write!

NEWS FROM SOUTH
AUSTRALIA
(well SA is a fairly barren State!

NEWS FROM WESTERN
AUSTRALIA
There was a 3hr time lag operabetween the east coast and the west coast
when copy was due - probably missed the
mail!

NEWS FROM TASMANIA
Beam me up Scottie ...!

CA
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WOMEN 1N ARCHAEOLOGY CONFERENCE
THE FOURTH AUSTRALIAN

CAIRNS, FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND
3 JULY 1997 TO 5 JULY 1997
CALL FOR PAPERS, SESSIONS AND POSTERS
WOMEN IN ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE TROPICS
FEMINISM ON THE FRONTIER
Frontier: "border of settled or inhabited part; limits of attainment in science"
(Australian Oxford Dictionary)

The fourth Women in Archaeology Conference is to be held in Cairns - the frontier to Far North Queensland and Cape York
Peninsula - an area often seen as a hntier for debate on cultural influences and commercial expansion.
The Women in Archaeology Conference is at the firontier of feminist research into the archaeological discipline. It provides
opportunities to share viewpoints, discuss concerns, identify positive objectives and to develop new initiatives that improve
recognition of the contribution of women to the archaeological record and to archaeologicalresearch.
This conference aims to push back the frontier of women in archaeology by setting new directions for the future. From the basis
of what has been achieved to date, directions for the next four years will be developed by i d e n m g achievable objectives,
specific tasks and measurable results - in other words, the development of a four year plan of action. To do this, there is a need to
review what we have achieved to determine how we will progress. The conference will provide a focused forum by presenting
the past, present and future in two sections:

SECTION 1: The past and present: what has been achieved since the first conference in 1991:
How is feminist thought pervading archaeologicaldiscourse, theory, methodology etc?
Have we developed a feminist methodology?
How has archaeology become engendered?
How have workplace issues been addressed?
Is gender being discerned in the archaeologicalrecord?
How are indigenous women's concerns being addressed by the community, archaeologists and government cultural heritage
managers'?

SECTION 2:

The future: the four year plan

Where do we want to be in four year's time?
What needs to happen? Types of activities that will achieve the objectives.
How can it be made to happen? Identification of specific goals, aims and projects.
Who can make it happen?

"Feminism on the Frontiei' aims to present ideas in varied formats. You may wish to present and read a paper or you may think

of a different way to share you knowledge to encourage participation and to provoke discussion - group discussions, theatre,
forums, posters, poetry, song. Lets change the way conferences are nm and put the conference forum on the "firontier".

Lf you would like to organise a session, present a paper, poster or visual experience please contact Jillian Comber or send
abstractslideasto:

Jillian Comber
Department of Environment
PO Box 2066
CAIRNS QLD 4870
AUSTRALIA

'Ph:
(070)523069
F a : (070)523080
Jillian.Comber@env.qld.gov.au
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THE FOURTH AUSTRALIAN

I

WOMEN IN ARCELAEOLOGY IN THE TROPICS

Ii

FEMINISM ON THE FRONTIER

Field Trip: 30 June 1997 to 2 July 1997

I

Conference: 3 July 1997 to 5 July 1997

The fourth Australian Women in Archaeology Conference "Feminism on the Frontier" will be held in
Cairns, Far North Queensland.
The events will include a pre-conference field trip, a civic welcome, conference dinner hosted by the
Djabugay Cultural Centre and an exhibition at the Cairns Regional Gallery. There is time on Sunday
6 July to visit the Kuranda markets and travel on the Skyrail or Kuranda Train. Details are:

PRE-CONFERENCE FIELD TRIP
Monday 30 June 1997 to Wednesday 2 July 1997

The three day field trip will visit places of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal significance. Each of the
visits to A b o r i w places of significance will be guided by Aboriginal Community Rangers.
Department of Environment staff and other relevant people will be present to provide information on
management issues and interpretation. Places visited will included:
The Bare Hill rock art site where Djabugay Community Rangers will lead a walk to the sites
interpretmg the environment from an Aboriginal perspective including bush tucker and medicine.
Laura rock art sites. The Agnarra Community Rangers will lead a walk around Split Rock.
Black Mountain. The spiritual signrficance of Black Mountain will be described by the Gungarde
Community Rangers.
The historic town of Cooktown where Captain Cook careened his vessel in 1770 to repair HMAS
Endeavour. A combined bus and walking trip ,gxided by Cook Shire Council's heritage officer
and the a&haeologist who contributed to the Cook Shire Conservation Plan will be undertaken to
look at the historic buildings, cemetery, botanic garden and James Cook Museum.
Hou Wang Maiu. A visit to the site of China Town and the remaining Chinese Temple in
Atherton. One of the archaeologists who worked on the site and the Chair of the Hou Wang Maiu
Committee will be on hand to answer questions.
An overnight stay in the historic town of Yungaburra

A visit to the Tolga Woodworks.
Accommodation will be at the River of Gold Motel in Cooktown and the historic Lake Eacham Hotel
in Yungabma. The Mayor of Cooktown will join us for dinner at Cooktown.
Anticipated itinerary:

Monday:

travel to Laura via Mt Molloy, guided tour at Split Rock: overnight at Cooktown

Tuesday:

sightseeing Cooktown, travel to Athertonvia Mt Carbine: overnight Yungaburra

Wednesday:

Visit Hou Wang Miau and Bare Hill: travel to Kuranda:
Rainforest Resort

overnight Kuranda

@P
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Cost: $350 per person which includes accommodation, all meals and Ranger guiding fees. Morning
and afternoon teas, snacks etc will be at the delegates own expense. It does not include the cost of
accommodation at Kuranda on Wednesday night.
C M C WELCOME
Wednesday 2 July 1997
Cairns City Council will provide a Civic Welcome to all delegates. The Mayor, Councillor Tom
Pyne and Councillor .Deidre Ford who Chairs the Cairns City Council Women's Committee will
welcome delegates. Wine and finger food and transport to and fiom the reception will be provided.
CONFERENCE VENUE
Thursday 3rd July 1997 to Saturday 5 July 1997
The Conference will be held at the Kuranda Rainforest Resort, Kuranda The conference fees include
lunch and morning/afternoon teas.
Cost:

Waged:

$140

Unwaged:

$100

CONFERENCE ACCOMMODATION
Wednesday 21th July 1997 to Saturday 5 July 1997 inclusive
Accommodation will be provided at the Kuranda Rainforest Resort, Kuranda
enclosed on this beautiful resort situated in the rainforest.

Information is

Accommodation will be provided in twinldouble rooms which sleep 1-2 people or pole cabins which
sleep four people. There are a limited number of twin/double rooms, so please book ASAP if you
want a twin or double room. You can nominate on the registration form who you would like to share
with.
Cost:
Accommodation in a twin/double room will be $65 per person per night.
Accommodation in a pole cabin for four people wiU be $60 per person per night.
Single accommodation is $1l0 per night.
A tropical breakfast of fiuit, cereal, breads, tealcoffee and juice is included.
PLEASE NOTE: July is peak tourist season in Far North Queensland and accommodation is costly
and often difficult to obtain. The Kuranda Rainforest Resort are holding a number of rooms for the
conference. However, to ensure a reservation at the Kuranda Rainforest Resort you must book and
pay by the end of May.
ALTERNATIVE ACCOMMODATION
Alternative camping/caravan/hostel accommodation can be obtained in Kuranda at:
Kuranda Van Park, Kuranda Heights Road, Kuranda, Ph: (070) 9373 16
Mrs Miller's Kuranda Backpackers Hostel 6 Arara St, Kuranda, Ph: (070) 937355
Alternative accommodation can also be obtained in Cairns. However, please note that Kuranda is a
30 minute drive north of Cairns. If you wish to stay in Cairns you will need to make your own
transport arrangements.
Delegates will need to make their own arrangements for alternative accommodation. Again, bear in
mind that July is peak tourist season and that you should book as soon as possible.

Ne-No.
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CONFERENCE DINNER:
Friday 4 July 1997
The conference dinner will be held at the Tjapukai Aboriginal Cultural Park. A great night of fun,
food and entertainment will be provided. Guests will be taken through the complex by Tjapukai
Guides and the entertainment will include performances in the Creation and History Theatres, plus a
didgeridoo performance and fire making demonstration.
The guest speaker will be Senator Margaret Reynolds.

Cost: $65 per person which includes all entertainment, welcome drinks and nibbles, a three course
dinner featuring Australian bush tucker and transport to and fiom the Cultural Centre.
CAIRNS REGIONAL GALLERY
An exhibition featuring the Women in Archaeology Conference w
i
l
l be on display at the Regional
Gallery. There will also be an exhibition featuring arhKorks depicting Aboriginal views on
dispossession and separation f?om family. Details to follow. There will be no charge to visit the
Gallery and moming/&emoon tea will be provided.
AIRLINE/TRAVEL SERVICE
Ansett Australia is the sole domestic airline for the Fourth Australian Women in Archaeology
Conference. They are strong supporters of the conference and Women in Archaeology Association. I
ask you in turn to support them.
Ansett Australia has an extensive range of published discounted airfares which represent up to 60%
off the full economy class airfare with specific conditions pertaining to them. Where delegates can
plan ahead, make early reservations and meet these conditions, excellent savings can be achieved
using such airfares.
Due to many attendees making reservations closer to the actual dates of travel or those that may
require more flexible flight arrangements, special conference airfares will be specifically allocated for
this event.
The Conference Airfares represent discounts of 1596, 25%, 35% or 45% off the full economy class
airfare and are only available on Ansett Australia domestic services into Cairns. The exact level of
discount is determined by specific seating class availability at time of flight reservations being made.
Conference airfares may only be booked via the toll &ee telephone number with a variety of payment
options available and the convenience of Ansett Australia's new Electronic Ticketing System. Tickets
are fully refundable, pennit changes subject to same booking class availability and are subject to any
general airfare increase.

For Resewation and Ticketing, Telephone:

008017956

QUOTE REFERENCE FILE:

MC07059

PLEASE SUPPORT ANSETT. Depending on the number of tickets sold for the conference
(whether regular discounted fares or the special conference fare) Ansett will sponsor
indigenous women to the conference. So please make use of the above telephone number and
quote the reference file. If you do not use the above phone and file number your ticket will not
be counted towards the sponsorship.
TRANSPORT FROM PLACE OF ARRIVAL TO CONFERENCE VENUE
Transport will be provided fiom the airport, bus and train station to the conference venue. Please
advise me ASAP of your arrival details.

Newsletter.& 70 701 997
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CHILD CARE
Please advise on registration form of child care needs.

SPEAKERSJSESSIONS
Guest speakers will be attending from England, USA and Sweden plus Australia. Sessions to date
include theory, methodology, cultural heritage management, women in mining, a feminist critique of
Greek Archaeology, and the NSW NPWS Aboriginal Women's program

REGISTRATION
Please complete and return the attached registration fom, with your payment, to:
Jillian Comber

National:

Department of Environment

Ph:

(070) 523069

PO Box 2066

Fax:

(070) 523080

CAJRNS QLD 4870

International:
Ph:

Int + 6 l70523069

Fax:

Int + 6170523080

E-mail: Jillian.Comber@env.qld.gov.au

Name:
Address:
Phone No:

Fax No:

E-mail :

.................................
Registration fee:

Waged:

$140

Unwaged:

$100

Accommodation:
TwdDouble Room $65 per person per night
Please circle whether you want a twinor
double room
I wish to share with: ...........................................................................

Pole Cabin $60 per person per night (sleeps four)

I wish to share with: ........................................................................
Single accommodation: $110 per person per night

Conference Dinner:

$65 per person

Field Trip:

$350

$

$

TOTAL COST OF ENCLOSED PAYMENT:

$

Child Care required? YedNo
No. of children:..............................
Age of children:.............................
Arrival Details:
Date of arrival:

Time of arrival:

Mode of Transport: Plane/Bus/Train

Flight No:

Do you wish to present a paperlorganise a session/present a poster etc?

Please attach details.

Yes/No

SYDNEY UNIVERSITY ARCKAEOLOGY SEMINAR PROGRAM

Seminar Program, Semester 1,1997 Fridays, 3pm, Main Quad N302

r
7 March

Annelou van Gijn (Leiden)

14 March

Su Solomon (New ~ n ~ l a n d The
) protocols of scavenging

11 April

P
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Wear traces on stomne tools: a small voyage
through northwest European prehistory

P

Linda Hurcombe (Exeter)

Paradigms lost: skin and stone, stone and
bone, and other questions of scientific 'belief

Richard Wright (Sydney)

The archaeology of mass graves

Tim Gregory (Ohio State)

Dokos: Desert island survey and Byzantine
archaeology in a Classical environment

Roland Fletcher (Sydney)

From Rome to Edo: the limits of agrarian
urban growth

Honours Students

Research design seminars

Lynne Meskell (Cambridge) Research in progress

19 May

SPECIAL SEMINAR

lpm Transient M161
Re-articulating the late Glacial archaeology of
northwestern Europe

Ruth Charles (Pitt Rivers
Museum, Oxford)

-

23 May

Rob Gargett (New England) More grave doubts: examining the evidence
for purposeful Neanderthal burial at Qafieh,
Kebara and St Cesaire

30 May

Sarah Colley (Sydney)
l

Greenglade rockshelter, NSW: amino acid
racemisation dating and some wider
implications
I

Inquiries: Peter White, ext 12158 (Peter.White@antiquity.su.edu.au)

BRECCIA
BRECCIA
BY TFC
WHAT IS AN ARTEFACT? Silly thing to ask archaeologists, you say. But is it? The
question arose in my mind during research into raw material sourcing - in this case by colour
(see also Breccia, June 96). It seems possible that some of the intractable silcrete cobbles in
the Sydney area were initially broken up using fire. This results in pieces of various sizes,
which are unlikely to have the attributes normally used to identify stone artefacts. However,
most definitions of the term artefact seem to go along the lines of "any object that has been
made, modified or used by man" [sic] (Campion 1980; see also Bray & Trump 1972). To my
mind, this makes all the pieces resulting from the intentional firing of stone to produce
usable material, artefacts. Unfortunately, unless there is some evidence of intentional firing,
proof is impossible, although ethnographic evidence exists aplenty. But does the lack of
proof mean that they are not artefacts? I, think not. What are your views? And what is the
relevance of this observation? It bears on a current debate being carried out in Sydney
(unfortunately in the courts, not a good place for such arguments to be resolved). No more
can be said at present, but I think it's worth consideration.

Champion$. 1980. A Dictionary of Terms and Techniques in Archaeology. Phaidon, Ortford
Bray,W., Trumps. 1972. The Penguin Dictionary of Archaeology. Penguin, Harmondsworth.

SUMMER SORROWS My friend John is unaccustomably depressed at present. The grape
harvest has been a disaster and only 8 litres of wine have been produced After a dry early
summer the grapes started to ripen early and small. Then various unforseen events resulted
in the anti-bird netting not being up to its usual standard and, needless to say, the
currawongs and Indian mynas took advantage of the situation and invited all their friends
over. Very sad, and just when one of our members, Stan Florek, was designing a distinctive
label too. Let's hope the few litres produced are of extra high quality. By the way, Stan is a
man of may parts. In addition to being an archaeologist, he is also a prolific artist and is
planning an exhibition of his work, at a gallery in the Blue Mountains, in the near future.
AAA CONFERENCE, FLORIEU PENINSULA,SA Nice to catch up with far-flung AACA
members at this well-organised and interesting conference. I recognised around 20 but may
have missed a few more I've never had the chance to meet. Papers were presented by 16 of
our members, not bad out of a total of 51 papers in all. A number (including yours truly)
also presented posters. Interesting (but a little disappointing?) to note that the majority of
members' papers were on topics other than consulting projects. While it is obviously
valuable that archaeologists have a wide range of interests, it seems a pity that consultancies
themselves are not resuiting in more research programs. Or am I wrong? I hope so.

SPOT THE MISTAKE (a game for the undemrked?) How many of you have noticed
recent Newsletter page headings and been a mite confused? The last one (December 96)
had internal headings of "No. 67 July" (inside front cover and Contents page) and "No 66
March" (pp.1-15). I was also amused by the Editors' Note that '96 had passed into the
"annuls of history". Did they realty mean 1996 has been cancelled (some may wish it so) or
did they mean annals of history, wbich in any case is a tautology? Nevertheless, we forgive
you, who else would carry on the thankless task!
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NOTES FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

NOTES FROM TEE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

NEW MEMBERS Welcome to new Full Member Vivienne Woods (SA; previously

an Associate), Associates Cos Coroneos and Stephanie Garling (NSW), Neale Draper
(SA) and Martin Lawler (Vic). A belated welcome also to the following Associates,
who were somehow missed out of my last report: Steven Avery (ACT), Di Smith (SA)
and Greg Jackman (who may work out of SA and/or Tas he seems to move around).

-

VALE VAL One of our members, Affiliate Val Attenbrow, has found it necessary to
resign from her position on the Membership Committee (but thankfully not from the
Association) due to pressure of work Thanks Val for the sterling work you have put
in, by way of assessments and contributions to various membership issues. A
temporary replacement, valid until the next AGM, has not yet been found but should
be announced soon.

NEW APPLICATION FORMS Updated forms have been designed to mesh-in with
the amended Constitution. Hopefully they will be more immediately intelligible and
less ambiguous and intimidating than some previous applicants have found them. The
forms should be ready in the next few weeks. Anyone wanting copies of these and the
accompanying Information Leaflet and form letter, to hand out to prospective
membem, should contact me by mail, or on 029652-1470 (fax or phone).

Tessa Corkill
March 1997
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Aboriginal rock shelter find
dates back 22,000 years
By TlM WINKLER,

environment reporter
Victoria's oldest known Aboriginal rock shelter has been
found in the Grampians,in one
of the state's most significant
archaeological discoveries.
Charcoal samples excavated
from a rock shelter at Drual, in
the mctoria Ranges, showed
that Aborigines had used the
shelter at least 22,000 years
ago, a research associate with
La Trobe Universityk archaeology department, Dr Caroline
Bird, said yesterday.
'The results of the project
have more than quadrupled
previous estimates of the
length of time the Grampians
area has been occupied," Dr
Bird $aid.
The find makes the Drual
site the earliest rock shelter in
Victoria and one of the earliest
known campsites in the state,
Dr B
i
r
d said.
. Wbile dghtly older dmraml
deposits had been found at
other open-plain sites in Victoria, it was difiicdt to distinguish between campfires and
cbarcoal left behind bjr bushfire, Dr B M said.
At Drual, and a nearby site
called Biltimina, there was no
doubt that the charcoal was
from man-made fires, because
it was under rock overhangs
and was associated with other
artefacts,Dr Biid said.
On the Drual rock shelter
floor, layers of charcoal iiating
from 22,000 years, 15,000

years, 7000 years and 2000
years ago had been found,
together with sediment kom
each period. That sediment
had matched other deposits in
Which artefacts such as stone
tools had been found.
The cave was first excavated
in the 1970s. but because of
inadequate carbon-dating
techniques, the evidence was
stored in the basement of a
Government building
"There were a whole swag of
sites excavated at that time
and they didn't get through the
analysis and processing of this
material," Dr B
ird said.
Material from the cave had
been preserved in labelled
piastic bags and Dr Bfrd was
able to reconstruct what excavations had taken place fkom
notes made at the time. In a

project involving La Trobe
University,and the Aborigid
Affairs Department, the
archives w&ere-examinedthis
year, Dr B
ird said.
New carbon-dating techniques were relatively cheap
and required smaller samples,
and researcherswere surprised
to find the charcoalwas 22,000
years old '
Small pieces of ochre found
in both the Drud and BiUimina excavations indicated
that the region$ tradition of
rock art was also probably
much older than thdught. The Minister for Aboriginal
AEairs, Mrs Ann Hendemon,
said protection of Victoria's
Aboriginal heritaize sites was a
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ASHA LECTURE PROGRAM
THE AUSTRALASIAN SOCIETY FOR HISTORICAL
ARCHAEOLOGY INC
1997 LECTURE PROGRAM

Announcing the first ASHA lecture for 1997:

February 20
Aedeen Cremin
(University of Sydney)
Northern Exposure: Seeing Australia's
industrial heritage in its world context.
Followed by:
April 17

Wayne Mullen
(Graduate Student, University of Sydney)
Distant Cousins: Elizabeth Fann, Parramatta and St
Margaret's Bungalow, Poona.

June 19

Roger Leubbers
(Consultant Archaeologist)
An example of remote site archaeology.

August 14

Leah McKenzie
(Sezior -Axchaeologist, Heritage Victoria)
Archaeology and Heritage Trails.

November 20Anne Bickford (Heritage Consultant), Denise Donlon
(University of Sydney) & Siobhan Lavelle (Consultant
Archaeologist)
Historic Burials: Examining the Issues.
ALL lectures (unless otherwise advised) will be held on Thursday evenings in
the Oriental Studies Room, off the Main Quadrangle (behind the jacaranda tree)
at 6:00 - 8:00 pm.
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NSW National Parks
and Wildlife Service

To assist you in understanding how the Sydney Zone deals with archaeological reports,
the following draft information sheet has been prepared. The NSW NPWS is seeking to
develop a consistent State-wide approach to this issue. As such there may be some
alteration to the present procedures in the future. The Service will ensure that you are
informed of any changes to this procedure through an updated information sheet.
An updated set of guidelines for the preparation of archaeological reports is currently
being prepared, and a number of workshops will be held in 1997to discuss these.

If you have any questions or comments about the attached information, please do not
hesitate to contact either myself on (02) 9585 6690, or Parn Heggarty, Aboriginal Heritage
Officer, Sydney Zone on (02) 9585 6679.

Katharine Sale
A/Cultural Heritage Manager
Sydney Zone
March 1997
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PROCEDURES FOR THE REVIEW OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPORTS
SYDNEY ZONE, NSW NPWS
DRAFT ONL Y
March 1997
Introduction
The National Parks and Wildlife Service commonly reviews archaeological reports prepared fcr land use
planning or environmental impact assessments in three instances:
1. in fulfilIing its regulatory role with regard to Aboriginal relics under Nationai Parks aud Wildiife

Act 1974.
The NPWS is responsible for the management and protection of al: Aboriginal relics (any material evidence
of the indigenous occupation of NSW), regardless of land tenure or significance.
Under Section 87 of the Act, the Director-General can issue permits to allow archaeologica! excavation,
collection and rock art recording. Under Section 90 of the Act, the Director-General can i s s ~ ea consent to
destroy an Aboriginal relic. In assessing these applications, the Service will review the associated report to
ensure that the application for a permit or consent is supported by the information provided.

2. i n a = advisory capacity for consent authorities.
Local councils and other consent or determining authorities commonly refer archaeo!ogical reports to the
Service for advice on Aboriginal heritage issues, in making decisions about development applications under
:he Environrnentui Plonniig and Assessrnenl .4cr l979 Advice to Councils 1 determining authorities is
provided on a discretionary basis.
3. Heritage Plans o r heritage components of planning instruments.
These are commonly referred to the Service by local Couiicils or other State Agencies for advice.

Promoting a strategic approach to Aboriginal heritage
Historically, the NPWS has been relied upon by consent authorities to ensure that Aboriginal heritage issues
are adequately addressed in decisions made under the EP8c.9 Act, generally on a czse-by-case basis. This

has led to a fragmented approach to land use planning. often with little or no conservation outcome.
It is the Service's preference that all Aboriginal heritage issues are identified and any constraints mapped
prior to the issuing of development consent. This n a y require the following actions:
1. A site search from the NPW Aborighal Sites Register. to determine whether there are any recorded sites

located in the study area. Unknown or unrecorded sites may also occur, so this registc should not be
used as the only source of information.
Sydney 2% NSW NPWS March 1997
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2. An archaeohgical sunnevof the studv area, to locate and record any Aboriginal sites, to identify areas of
significance to Aboriginal people, to assess the significance of sites located and to provide appropriate
management recommendations.
3. Further subsurface archaeolorjcal investi_oations, to determine the nature and extent of areas with
archaeological potential. This would require a research permit, issued by the Service.
4. b l i cation for c ~ ~ ~ ctoc destroy.
nt
If there are no alternatives to impactand all options have Oeea fully

explored, applicaticn may be made to the Director-General for consent to destroy Aboriginal relics.

Reasons for undertaking an archaeological study
Archaeological reports are commor~lyprepared in the following situations:
1. As part of a development application (eg: DA, BA, EIS, REF)

2: As a conditior! of development consent, issued under the EP&A Act

3, As a condition of a permit or consent issued under the NPW Act
4. As part of a local or regional study eg: Council-initiated heritage study, for a development r;ot requiring

consent under the EP&A Act, Aboriginal community study.
NPWS always requests that 3 copies of an archaeological report are submitted. These are phced on the
Aboriginal Sites Register, maintained by the Cultural Heritage Sentices Division, Head Office. These
reports are- accessible to consultants and researchers, and provide an important information base about
archaeological work conducted in NSW.

How will the Zone respond to these reports ?
1. Report is prepared as part of a development application (BAIDAIREF)
NPWS will generally respond to any Aboriginal heritage issues when the DA etc is referred for comment hy
the consent I determining authorities, however advice is provided on a discretionary basis. The NPWS wi!l
not respocd to draft reports or reports submitted prior to the DA.
The repon may recommend that no further work is required, or that further archaeological investigations
(eg: subsurface excavations) are needed. NPWS may or may not support these recommendations.
g-~
aton

.

,

.

IS proposed.

Three copies of the report should be sent to the NPWS .4boriginal Sites Register, Cultural Heritage Semice
Division, Head Office for inclusion on the report register.

One copy of the report should accompany the

development application to Council.
Council may refer the application to NPWS for advice. The Zone may review the relevant studies
(Aboriginal heritage, floralfauna) and provide a response directly back to Council. If the Zone identifies
that additional infom~ationis required by Council to make its decision, it is Council's decision whether to
pursue additiona! information. The Zone will not normally review additional information supplied to
supp!ement a report. as the information is being provided to Council to assist in its decision making.

Sydney Zone, NSW XPWS Marcif 1997
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2. Further archaeoloeical investigation is proposed

DRAFT

In this cese, an archaeological surface survey is conducted, and further subsurface investigations are
recommended.

Tnese investigations should be undertaken pripr to submission ~f the development

application to Council. It will be necessary for the developer to contract a consultant to undertake the ~ w r k ,
in consultztion with the local Aboriginal community.
Three copies of the swface survey report, and an application for a research permit shoilld be submitted to
the Zone (thc Zone wili forward 2 copies of the report to CHSD). The Zone will:
1 . Keview the report to ensure that subsurface work is warranted. Any requests for additional inrbnnation

to suppori the recommendations will be made through the proponent, an3 a copy senr to the consultam
a d the relevant Aboriginal community group.

2. Keview the research application. Any requests for additional information wiii be made directly tc the
consultant.

3. Grant the research pennit, if appropriate.
It is z standard condition of a research permit that a report outlining the results of the work is produced.
The Zone may review the report, and provide comments back to the consultant. The final report would then
be s~bmittedto Council as part of the development application.

2. Report is prepared as a condition of development consent.
The NPWS strongly discourages this approach. It is the Service's preference that ail Aboriginal heritage
issues are addressed prior to the granting of a development consent. This ensures that Abcriginal sites
within a given area arc identified and recorded, that any constraints on development are clearly mapped and
that full considera~ionis given to conservation outcomes and the views of the .4boriginal con~munilj.. It
a!so avoids the possibitity of long and ofien costly delays while unforseen Aboriginal heritage issues are
reso!ved.
However, this situation will continue to occur in a small number of cases. Tie review of those reports
which do not relate to the Service's regulatory functions (eg: permits or consents) is discretionwy, as
resources and other priorities allow. Three copies of the report should be submitted to CHSD. The
deve!oper or consen? authority may send one copy of the report to the Zone with a specific request for
review.

The Zone may or may not review.

If reviewed, the Zone will advise the consent authority

whether the relevant conditions of the development consent been met.

3. Report is prepared as a condition of a research permit or consent.
The holder of a research permit or consent to destroy is required, as a condition of consenk to prepare a
report outlining the results of the activity to the NPWS.
In the case of a research permit, the report is due by a specified date, and must provide the information
outiined in any specific conditions, and the general conditions attached to the permit.

Sydney Zo~zc,h7SW NPWS March 1997
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In the case of a consent to desiroy permit, a letter or report is required to indicate that fhc permit has been
enacted, and that any specific conditions attached to the permit have been met. This is out!irted in condition
15. of the general conditions attached to a permit 'holder o,f,jrhePermit or Consent s h d keep$eld records
and a copy of all such records shall be lodged with the AJationa/ P a r k and Wildlife Service at the
ternination of ecch field work period

A copy of oN fieid records shall be lodged with The Australian

,i&.-x:;m at the time the archaeological materials ure deposited with the Museutn. '

For a consent to destroy with salvage permit, the permit is satisfied once the salvage work has been
completed and reported on in the manner outlined in the general conditions. There is no specific condition
requiring that the ieport be acceptable to the Senice before the consent be activated, however, there is an
implicit assumption that for the report to have met the reporting requirements, a review would be requirsd.
Common!y, the Service will apply specific conditions to a consent to destroy with salvage permit. and the
Zone may review the repot-! io determine whether these conditions have been adhered to.

4. O t h e r activities
Archaeologiczl reports may be generated for a number of other reasons, such as:
1. To report on the results of monitoring

2. When development is proposed which does not require consent under Part I11 or Part IV of the E P d A
Act (eg: minor extensions to a mining lease)
3. To identify -4boriginal heritage issues prior to land purchase or development
.

.

4. Regional archaeological studies (eg: local council initiatives)

5 . Aboriginal cornmunib based projects

Three copies of the report should be sent to Zone. The Zone will contemplate whether it wil! review a
report following a specific request by a developer, local council or Aboriginal community. The type of
advice sought from the Zone must be clearly specified in a covering letter accompanying the report. Thr.
Zone will prioritise requests in terms of projects which are straiegic in nature (eg: local or regional studies
aimed at developing a strategic approach to Aboriginal site conservation), have the clear support of the
Aboriginal community. and have a conservation outcome. The Zone may elect not to review a report.

Contacts
Cultural Heritage Services Division, Head Office

Sydney Zone
PO Box 1967, Hurstville NSW 2220. Fax: (02) 9585 6642

PO Box 1967, Huntville NSW 2220. Fax: (02) 9585 6466

Katharine Sale, NCultural Heritage Manager.

Sue Mcintyre, Manager.

Ph: (02) 9585 6690

Ph: 102) 9585 6465

Pan: Heggarty, Abciriginal Heritage Officer.

Georgina Eldershaw, Database Coordinator.

Ph: (02) 9585 6679

Ph: (02) 9585 6843

Russell Couch, Zon: Manager

Paul Houston, Aboriginal Site Registrar.

Ph: (02) 9585 6657
Lou Ewins, Environmental Planning Manager
Ph: (02) 9585 6674

Ph: (02) 9585 6471

Sydney Zonc, NSW NPWS March 1997
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CONTRIBUTIONS - GUIDELINES
The most preferred way to forward your contribution is by email to:
briny@curie.dialix.com.au
If you do not have Internet access your contribution can be sent on a
floppy disc. It will be edited in Word for Windows on an IBM
compatible computer, so please save in an appropriate format. If
unsure, contact the Editors.
You may send hard copy, but please, ONLY AS A LAST RESORT and
only if it is short. We do not have a typing service on hand.
It is difficult, but if you could possibly send your contributions in
advance of when the Newsletter is being put together, life becomes a
whole lot simpler at this end. The due date for copy for the next
Newsletter is :31 May. Perhaps you could place a note in your diary
a few days before this date, as a reminder.
You don't have to worry too much about formating your contributions,
if it is in electronic form. That can be adjusted quite easily. If you are
sending hard copy, please use the following settings, if possible:
Font: Times New Roman
Font size: 12 point
Left Margin: 2.7
0

Right Margin: 2.5
Top Margin 2.5 However, check that there is sufficient room for the normal
AACA header as this will be printed with the page number and your sheet cut and
pasted below.
Bottom Margin: 2.5

If you can, it is preferable for the article to be in 2 columns.

