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President's Message
Welcome to the first newsletter for 2004. The new committee consists of Colin
Pardoe, president; Susan MacIntyre-Tamwoy, vice president; Bruce Veitch,
treasurer; Oona Nicholson, secretary; Jane Harrington, newsletter editor; Kelvin
Officer, public officer, Sean Ulm, webmaster. State Delegates are Steve Corsini,
WA; Julie Drew, NSW; Catherine Westcott, QLD; Gordon Copland, SA; Oona
Nicholson, VIC.
The outgoing committee has done much to further the working of our organisation.
On behalf of the membership, I would like to put on paper here in our newsletter
our appreciation for the time and thought that you have contributed. I hope these
small public messages remind you that each of us values your efforts. In the time
that I have been a member, the committee has increased both number and
diversity of members. They have promoted archaeology in practical and worthwhile
ways. They have acted on our behalf on important issues affecting our working
lives. For this we are grateful.
And to the President. I was born in England, raised in Canada and am a citizen of
Australia. In archaeological worldview I am processual rather than culture-historical
or post processual. I once had some advice from an eminent archaeologist about
naming one's enterprise, even if simply a sole trader. He said 'keep it short and
easy'. So my entity is called Colin Pardoe Bio-Anthropology & Archaeology. It
reflects what appears to be a dis-jointed working life, but that is not the case. I
carry out my bio-anthropology within an archaeological framework and my
archaeology is structured around evolutionary theory. I work with human skeletons,
which is always exciting. The archaeology that I prefer is large scale. My work
history has been in the catch-and-kill-your-own research community and in a State
museum before the solo career.
For the coming year, we may expect continued interaction with colleagues in
regulatory bodies. Legislation continues to change, perhaps more glacially than
letterhead, but the legislative process requires organisations such as ours to
provide input as well as critique. We may also expect to have further workshops.
These have proven a popular initiative that can only grow. AACAI will continue to
support its members. Sometimes that support need not be tangible. I have the
occasional meeting where a potentially tense situation must be resolved. At those
times it is comforting to know that when you are a member of AACAI, you never go
to that meeting alone. Best wishes for the coming year from the National Executive
Committee.

Colin Pardoe
National President
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MINUTES (draft)

Motion 1:
Add sentence at the end of present paragraph
28. The association expects Associate
Members to become Full Members after five
years of full-time consultancy activity (or
equivalent). If associate members have not
applied for Full Membership within 5 years, they
must demonstrate to the NEC why they should
continue as an Associate Member.

AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION OF
CONSULTING ARCHAEOLOGISTS
INC.
2003 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Station Resort, Jindabyne
Thursday 4 December 8 pm
1.

This was amended to:

Present

Add the following sentence at the end of present
paragraph 28 of the AACAI Constitution:

Members: Pam Smith, Annie Ross, John
Appleton, Colin Pardoe, Catherine Westcott,
Karen McFadden, Bruce Veitch, Fiona Hook,
Mark Rawson, Julie Drew, Andrea Murphy,
Tessa Corkhill, Val Attenbrow, Laila Haglund,
Michael Haslam, David Mott, Neale Draper, Jo
McDonald, Peter Veth, Sean Ulm, Richard
Fullagar, Jill Reid

‘The Association expects Associate Members to
apply for Full Membership after five years of fulltime consultancy activity (or equivalent). If
Associate Members have not applied for Full
Membership within 5 years, they must
demonstrate to the NEC why they should
continue as an Associate Member.’

Visitors: Eleanor Crosby, Michael Strong,
Jenna Lamb, Scott L’Oste-Brown, Luke Godwin,
Luke Kirkwood, Lydia Matthews, Michael
Therin, Carol Lentfer

There was discussion about the necessity and
validity of this amendment, notably by Tessa
Corkill.

Apologies:

Passed with amendments. McDonald/Drew.

Helen Brayshaw, Louis Warren, Oona
Nicholson, Ann Bickford, Steve Corsini, Gordon
Copland, Martin Carney.

These changes will need to be affixed to the
Constitution on the web page. The RGO will
need to be notified.

2.

6.
Elections and appointment of office
bearers

Minutes of previous AGM

Note: Draft Minutes of the 2002 AGM and
Reports were published in ACCAI Newsletter
No. 91. Passed (Pardoe/McDonald)

Elected unopposed:
! President:
Colin Pardoe
! Vice-President:
Fiona Hook
(subsequently filled by Susan McIntyreTamwoy)
! Secretary:
Oona Nicholson
! Treasurer:
Bruce Veitch
! Membership Secretary: VACANT
(subsequently filled by Fiona Hook)
! Webmaster:
Sean Ulm
! Returning Officer: Val Attenbrow
! Public Officer:
Kelvin Officer

3. Business arising from the previous
minutes
None.
4. Annual Reports 2003
(see following pages this newsletter)
! President's Report (Veth)
! Secretary's Report (Fullagar)
! Treasurer's Report (read by Sean Ulm)
! Membership Secretary's Report (Sean Ulm)
! Webmaster’s Report (Sean Ulm)
! State Chapter Reports (written: SA, VIC;
verbal: WA, NSW, QLD)

Membership Committee:
Peter Veth, Richard Robins, Vivienne Wood,
Tessa Corkill, Laila Haglund, Helen Brayshaw,
Jo McDonald (subsequently Peter Veth and Jo
McDonald resigned from this Committee and
were replaced by Mark Staniforth and Siobhan
Lavelle).

Motion: That the annual reports be accepted
(McDonald/Ross). Passed.
Motion: That the financial statements be
accepted (McDonald/Ross). Passed.

These changes will need to be affixed to the
web page. The RGO will need to be notified.

5. Notices, motions and special resolutions
Alteration to the constitution (pre-circulated):
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7.10 Professional indemnity insurance (Mark
Rawson).

7. Other business
7.1 Kelvin Officer's letter(s) concerning
inconsistency in NSW NPWS procedures
regarding heritage mitigation and call for a
formal motion from the floor to write the
Minister(s) responsible, make it clear that we
will launch a public 'dialogue' if some adequate
action is not forthcoming.

Mark drew attention to the requirements and
costs of this vital insurance. Peter Veth pointed
out that AACAI’s insurance broker provided the
best deal with which the NEC is familiar.
7.11 There was discussion about core skills
and making membership applications simpler by
clarifying the nature of special expertise. Sean
Ulm has prepared discussion papers on this,
and it will be taken up by the next NEC.

Peter Veth has lobbied NSW government. To be
followed up by new NEC.
7.2 Fiona Hook: is proposing a lithics workshop
in the West next year. WA wishes for the NEC
to assist with this request. Estimated budget is
about $5000 based on cost recovery and
NSW/ACT experience.

8. Close
9:30 pm

To be followed up by new NEC.

AACAI President’s
Report

7.3 Credit card payments (Oona). Expenses
need to be assessed, but this was thought to be
a good idea.
To be followed up by new NEC.

AGM Jindabyne 4 December 2003

7.4 Lithic workshop proposed for VIC (Oona).
To be followed up by new NEC. Estimated cost
is about $5000 based on cost recovery and
NSW/ACT experience.

It gives me great pleasure to present my fourth
consecutive (and last) report as National
President of AACAI. My first duty is to thank the
NEC – they have all been outstanding. My
promise in taking this job in 2000 was to coordinate and delegate without mercy – which
the executive has allowed me to do with grace
and good will. Every office bearer has been
outstanding in their respective roles; often giving
up many hours every week towards the
betterment of the organisation and consultancy
practice more generally in Australia. I want to
reflect on several core issues in delivering this
last report:

7.5 Proposal for a history of AACAI (Helen
Brayshaw, Mark Rawson).
While this was (again) thought to be a good
idea, funding from our budget could not exceed
$4000, at this stage. To be followed up by new
NEC.
7.6 The Tasmanian Government announced a
review of the Historic Cultural Heritage Act
1995, and placed an Invitation to Comment in
the Mercury on 22 October. The deadline for
submissions was 12 December 2003. Any
AACAI contributions were not brought to the
attention of the Secretary.

1. The participation rate of Australian
archaeologists in AACAI has increased
significantly over the last year. This is best
demonstrated by sharing some statistics in
a PPT presentation prepared for the
National Teaching and Learning Committee
(PPT slides 1–8). There are now many
more Full Members, with even more being
assessed at present. Members are more
representative of the different kinds of
archaeology practised in Australia and the
different institutions, communities and
centres of learning that host them.

7.7 Yamatji agreement (Robin Stevens)
Robin asked for advice on an agreement
regarding confidentiality. Peter Veth has
responded.
7.8 NSW Chapter suggest 5 year review period
for all Associate Members (Annie Bickford)
(Mark Rawson to speak in favour; see above
under special resolutions).
7.9 QLD legislation (Eleanor Crosby, visitor)

2. AACAI has rigorously pursued the financial
status of its members and in so doing has
overall improved its overall financial
sustainability.

Eleanor outlined problems with the new
Queensland legislation, particularly vagueness
concerning
the
regulations,
Aboriginal
consultation and funding. Peter Veth pointed out
the ongoing representations that were made by
the NEC, Annie Ross and others.

3. The NEC has also committed considerable
funds to a number of initiatives including
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membership now far better represents the
different geographical, disciplinary and
industry bases within which archaeology
now operates in Australia.

sponsorship of the National Teaching and
Learning Committee (at which I presented
on behalf of AACAI), The AAA Annual
Conference, the establishment of quality
Newsletter production, the establishment of
a quality web site with its own domain
(100,000+ hits to end of year), procurement
of Association Liability Insurance, a large
production of promotional brochures for all
heritage stakeholders and the planned
commissioning of a 25 year commemorative
History of AACAI.

I wish all AACAI members a fabulous Christmas
and Summer Break.

4. The Victorian Chapter of AACAI has been
re-established
with
high
levels
of
participation and support with Victoria
Heritage now endorsing AACAI as the
accreditation body for that State.

Peter Veth
National President

5. Non-AACAI groups (especially in NSW)
have been urged to join, while all Associate
Members have been written to and asked to
assess whether they should in fact be
applying for Full membership.

Secretary’s Report
AGM Jindabyne 4 December 2003

6. The NEC has effectively lobbied the WA
Government and persuaded them to
approach Dr Andre Rosenfeld to replace Dr
Patrcia Vinnicombe on the Burrup Rock Art
Monitoring Management Committee.

I have arranged three NEC meetings during
2003: 19 March, 7 May and 7 August. These
meetings were based at Peter Veth’s AIATSIS
office and on telephone conference lines. The
minutes of all but the last (which is a draft only)
have been passed, posted and pasted in the
black
book.
Various
issues,
including
membership acceptance, have also been
resolved outside formal NEC meetings by email.
I have maintained a record of my email
messages and faxed correspondence on disc. I
have summary print outs here.

7. The NEC has dealt with two disciplinary
issues which appear to be resolved.
8. The NEC has received a major report which
is being formally considered by an
independent reviewer for publication as the
first of the AACAI Consultancy Monograph
Series.
9. The NEC initiated a series of Professional
Development Workshops – initially on
Lithics Analysis and to be presented by Dr
Peter Hiscock. The first two workshops
were oversubscribed by approximately
100%.

Main issues dealt with by the NEC during 2003
have been:
! Support for ACCAI Chapters
! Further development of website for
members
! Submissions on behalf of members to
government and other agencies
! Distribution of brochures and membership
drive
! Checks on advertised affiliation with AACAI
! Burrup
! Categories of core-skills/special-skills in
membership applications.
! Membership application turnaround (rapid
document circulation).
! Support for National Archaeology Week
! Support
for
National
Archaeological
Teaching and Learning Week
! Professional dispute mediation

10. The NEC has lobbied on behalf of members
with the Executive of the NSW NPWS with
respect to the significance assessment of
subsurface archaeological materials. This
issue has attracted considerable public and
governmental interest and appears at this
stage to remain unresolved.
11. The National Teaching and Learning
Committee will likely seek AACAI input on
national field schools, university curricula
development and general accreditation
issues following the successful NTLC
weekend meeting in October.
12. Finally, it can be noted that the composition
of the NEC, State Executives and overall
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!
!

Membership
Secretary’s Report

Professional Indemnity Insurance
NSW NPWS ‘no subsurface excavations’
policy at Shannon Dam

AGM Jindabyne 4 December 2003

More recently, I chaired the AAA Ethics Review
Subcommittee and several others from the
AACA Inc. NEC were involved (Peter Veth, Jo
McDonald and Sean Ulm). A proposal has been
prepared for the AAA agenda.

Overview of Membership
Financial membership of AACAI as at 30
November 2003 for the 2003–2004 financial
year was 107 (25 Full Members; 63 Associate
Members; 19 Affiliate Members). This
represents the highest number of members
recorded over the past 6 years, an increase in
the number of Full Members and an increase in
the proportion of Full Members compared to the
total membership. In addition, 57 people
/institutions had an AACAI Newsletter-only
subscription, including 46 complimentary copies
distributed to libraries, university teaching
departments,
government
agencies
and
cognate associations (Table 1, Figures 1 & 2).
The Register of Members for the 2002–2003
financial year was published in the April AACAI
Newsletter (No. 92). The Register of Members
for the 2003–2004 financial year will be
published in the April 2004 AACAI Newsletter
(No. 95).

I also organised the AACA Inc. lithic workshop
(presented by Peter Hiscock) at the University
of Sydney end, with assistance from Tracey Ann
Rankin and Judith Field (School of Philosophy
and Historical Inquiry). I am pleased that the
AACA Inc. website is getting a lot of use as a
job market and research network for cultural
heritage. Certainly I know that it is frequently
utilised by government agencies and private
firms to seek tenders from members.
The outcomes and detailed substance of these
issues are in the President’s report. I thank all
members of the NEC who have worked very
effectively throughout the last 4 years.
I final point that I would raise for the future
executive is that AACAI (and AAA for that
matter) are increasingly being asked to resolve
grievances between various groups. Some
mechanism
(perhaps
a
dedicated
subcommittee) should be developed to deal with
these issues promptly.

2003–2004 Renewal Reminder Schedule and
Membership Drive

The AACAI archives are still stored temporarily
at the Australian Museum.

On 25 July 2003, 125 subscription renewal
reminders were posted to members with
outstanding fees for the 2003–2004 financial
year. On 2 October 2003, second reminders
were posted to 45 members with outstanding
fees. On 8 November 2003, a third renewal
reminder was emailed to 18 members with
outstanding fees. Despite these efforts, several
Full Members and others holding executive
positions in State Chapters remain unfinancial.
The Register of Members will be reviewed midway through the financial year (i.e. 31
December 2003) and unfinancial members
deleted.

AACAI has retained the Post Box 214 in the
Holme Building. However, I urge all members to
forward their subscriptions directly to the
Membership Secretary, to save double
handling. I am grateful to Susie Davies and Paul
Taçon who have helped by checking and
delivering AACAI mail during my fieldwork
absences.
I thank those members of past and present
committees who have assisted me in various
ways in the four years. I also thank Judith Field
who has provided various computer facilities
and office space at the University of Sydney.

As part of a general membership drive, letters of
invitation to join AACAI were sent to all applied
archaeology/cultural heritage entries in the
Australian Yellow Pages. All Associate and
Affiliate members were also invited to consider
upgrading their membership to Full Membership
status. The AACAI general information flyer was
included as an insert in the December 2002
volume of Australian Archaeology (No. 55)
which appeared in early 2003.

Richard Fullagar
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QLD

NSW

ACT

VIC

TAS

SA

WA

NT

O/S

Total

Full

5

9

4

3

0

4

0

0

0

25

Associate

6

26

6

3

0

9

13

0

0

63

Affiliate

3

10

1

0

1

2

1

0

1

19

TOTAL

14

44

11

5

1

15

13

0

1

107

8

17

9

8

3

5

3

3

1

57

Newsletter

Table 1. Financial members for the 2003-2004* financial year (* up to 30 November 2003).
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Figure 1. AACAI Membership (all categories, excluding AACAI Newsletter-only) 1998-2003 (* up to 30
November 2003).
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Figure 2. AACAI Membership by category, 1998-2003 (* up to 30 November 2003).
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and forwarding application materials between
the seven members of the Membership
Committee. On 7 May 2003 a joint meeting of
the National Executive Committee and
Membership Committee resolved to copy seven
sets of all documentation for Full Membership
applications for concurrent distribution to all
members of the Membership Committee and to
cap the time allowed for offering a
recommendation on an application to one
month. This policy has reduced Full
Membership application processing times to
around four to six weeks once all application
materials have been received. Where there is
unanimous recommendation for admission from
the Membership Committee the NEC has
ratified acceptance of applicants by email rather
than waiting for the next NEC meeting, further
minimising delays. This policy has resulted in a
dramatic increase in the costs of processing Full
Membership applications which has been
partially offset by some applicants providing
reports on CD (see Table 2 below).

Successful Membership Applications in 2003
Fourteen new members (5 Full Members; 7
Associate Members; 2 Affiliate Members) were
admitted to AACAI during 2003 (compared to
six in 2002). Three of the new Full Members
were upgrades from Associate Membership
status:
! Shaun Canning – Associate Member
! Jacqueline Collins – Full Member
! Neale Draper – Full Member
! Michael Haslam – Associate Member
! Samantha Higgs – Associate Member
! Fiona Leslie – Associate Member
! Karen McFadden – Associate Member
! Susan McIntyre-Tamwoy – Full Member
! Jill Reid – Associate Member
! David Rhodes – Full Member
! Richard Robins – Full Member
! Tania Stellini – Affiliate Member
! Sandra Wallace – Associate Member
! Catherine Westcott – Affiliate Member

The publication of the Register of Members on
the AACAI website has enabled members to
review membership details at anytime and email
corrections to the Membership Secretary. Many
members have updated entries since the
website launch, helping to make the Register of
Members as up-to-date as possible.

Membership Applications in Progress
Two Full Membership and one Associate
Membership applications are currently in
progress.

Since the website was launched on 17 January
2003, there have been over 609 hits on the ‘Join
AACAI’ page and over 555 copies of the Full
Application Package have been downloaded in
.pdf format (and see following Webmaster’s
report).

Other Issues
During the year the Membership Committee
raised concerns about the structure of the
current application process, particularly the
issue of identifying and assessing core skills
and special skills for Full Membership
applications. A Draft Discussion Paper: Full
Membership Skills Category Review was
circulated as a basis for discussion on this
issue.

In closing I wish to thank the rest of the AACAI
NEC for their support over the past 2 years and
offer my congratulations to the incoming
Membership Secretary.

Sean Ulm

Another concern was the length of time taken to
process applications for Full Membership (up to
6 months) caused by delays in both reviewing
Table 2. Full Member application copying and distribution costs.
Copying

Postage

Application Fee

TOTAL

Full Member 1

$0 (CDs)

$53-01

$0

$53-01

Full Member 2

$49-90

$53-01

-$30

$72-91

Full Member 3

$279-30

$61-85

-$30

$311-15

Full Member 4

$212-40

$59-10

$0

$271-50

Full Member 5

$0 (CDs)

$61-85

-$30

$31-85

AVERAGE

$148-08
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Webmaster’s
Report

resource material on the site including current
and recent back issues of the AACAI
Newsletter. Significantly, the website hosts the
bulk of the information traditionally published by
AACAI in hard copy form, including the Register
of Members, Application Package, AACAI
Newsletter, Code of Ethics and Constitution. We
anticipate that increasing use of web resources
in the future will reduce the need for at least
some hard copy resources and thus reduce the
overall recurrent costs to AACAI.

AGM Jindabyne 4 December 2003
Introduction
This report documents the first 10 months of
operation of the new AACAI website from its
public launch on 17 January 2003, after a period
of testing and refinement, to 30 November
2003.

Costs
The www.aacai.com.au domain name was
registered for a two-year period (18 December
2002 to 19 December 2004) for a cost of
$140.01. The annual hosting costs (9 January
2003 to 9 January 2003) are $548.00. The
hosting products selected allow scope for
significant site development.

Background
On 17 January 2003 the new AACAI website at
www.aacai.com was launched. Up until this time
the website was hosted and maintained by the
Archaeological
Computing
Laboratory,
University of Sydney. The site is now hosted by
a commercial internet service provider.
Responsibility for site maintenance rests with
the newly created position of ‘Webmaster’ coopted by the National Executive Committee.

Maintenance and Updates
Weekly (and sometimes daily) updates and
corrections have been made to the site since its
launch. Changes have focused on corrections
and updates to member entries in the Register
of Consultants. Other recent changes include
the addition of an ‘Awards’ section to profile
winners of the Laila Haglund Prize for
Excellence in Consultancy. We have also
further developed Full Member entry templates
and converted Full Member entries to unique
member folders at stable web addresses (e.g.
www.aacai.com.au/veth) which can be included
on stationery etc.

Target Audience
The AACAI website is designed to provide
information to a diverse client base. Users
include AACAI members, other archaeologists,
government
departments,
developers,
Indigenous communities and students. With this
diverse target group in mind, the web pages
were designed to convey basic information
about AACAI in a straightforward manner. Also,
to encourage people to make return visits to the
site, we have continued to expand and update

AACAI Website Usage Statistics
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Figure 1. AACAI web site usage statistics, 17 January-30 November 2003.
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Top-10 Countries (after Australia)
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Figure 2. Top-10 countries by web page hits (after Australia), 17 January-30 November 2003.
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Figure 3. Top-10 pages by web page hits (after home page), 17 January–30 November 2003.

Members, Associate Members and Affiliate
Members) received the majority of hits (Figure
3). Pages with joining information and general
information about AACAI were also popular,
with 555 copies of the Full Application Package
in .pdf format downloaded. Around 20% of hits
were from users based outside Australia. The
vast majority of international visitors to the site
are based in the English-speaking world,
comprising the United States, United Kingdom,
New Zealand and Canada (Figure 2).

Usage Statistics
Up until 30 November 2003 the website
received 126,813 hits (Figure 1) from users
based in 55 countries (Figure 2). Daily usage
averages c. 400 hits and monthly usage
averages in excess of 11,000 hits. Usage over
this period comprises the accessing of 92,198
files, 22,846 pages, 7920 individual visits and
the serving of 1.7GB of data. The Register of
Consultants and its subordinate pages (Full
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Treasurer’s Report

Email Discussion List
As a component of the website redevelopment a
dedicated email discussion list was established
for AACAI financial members. This list was
established to provide a direct means for AACAI
members to communicate with each other and
for the National Executive Committee to contact
the membership on important issues. It is a
closed list – only financial members can post to,
and receive messages from, the list. This list is
not intended to be a substitute for more general
Australian archaeology email discussion lists
such
as
AUSARCH-L.
Members
are
encouraged to limit postings to this list to
matters immediately relevant to the AACAI
membership. We encourage AACAI members to
subscribe to AUSARCH-L for more general
matters.

AGM Jindabyne 4 December 2003
The audit of the Association’s books for the
financial year was undertaken by Christine
Cavanagh, chartered accountant, Joondalup,
Perth, Western Australia. The auditor noted in
her report that the books were well kept for the
year and that there were no discrepancies.
At the end of financial year 30 June 2003 the
Association retained an after income tax
operating profit/(Loss) of ($3658), an increase of
$461 on the previous year.
The overall loss for the financial year was
largely a result of increased costs in the
production and printing of the Association’s
Newsletter ($5645), the one-off contribution of
$2500 to the Australian Archaeological
Associations Teaching and Learning Committee
and a donation of $2000 to the Archaeological
Computing Laboratory of Sydney University in
recognition of the development and support of
the Associations web site. In addition, $1000
was provided as support to this year’s
Australian
Archaeological
Association’s
conference organisers.

If you wish to send an email to the discussion
list address it to: aacai@lists.uq.edu.au
Note that when you send an email to this
address it will be sent to every person on the
‘aacai’ discussion list. If you have any problems
with the list please email
webmaster@aacai.com.au.
Future Development

Overall income for the year was almost double
that of 2002. This dramatic increase is entirely
due to the Membership Secretary’s successful
efforts in addressing outstanding membership
fees and saw income from membership rise
from $4690 for 2002 to $9510 this financial
year. As most members are now up to date with
their fees, and excluding a significant rise in
new membership, it is expected that
membership income for the following year will
drop back and approximate pre-2003 figures.

Future planned developments include:
! addition of a ‘Web Links’ page for web
resources relevant to members and
consulting archaeology (e.g. legislation);
! addition of a separate ‘Awards’ page to
profile winners of the Laila Haglund Prize
for Excellence in Consultancy;
! addition of a separate ‘Workshops’ page to
provide details of professional development
workshops convened by AACAI;
! uploading selected back issues of the
AACAI Newsletter in .pdf format.

The most significant recurrent cost to the
Association continues to be associated with the
production and printing of the Newsletter. Since
1998 the costs of production and printing
increased up to 2001 and levelled off into 2002.
It is important to note that overall newsletter
production and printing costs roughly doubled
between 2000 and 2001, with a reduction of the
number of newsletter volumes produced from
2000 keeping the associated costs comparable
to that of previous years. This year, despite the
reduction in newsletter volumes since 2000, the
costs have again doubled, rising from $2790 for
2002 to $5545 for 2003. The Association will
clearly have to address newsletter costs as they
are now at a level that will likely exceed
Association membership income (based on the
current membership figures).

In summary, the new AACAI website has served
to increased the profile of the Association at a
national and international level, provide benefits
to members in the form of web-profiling and
reduce the recurrent costs of distributing hard
copy materials.
I thank Ian Johnson at the Archaeological
Computing Laboratory, University of Sydney for
hosting the site in its previous incarnation.
Feedback and contributions are very welcome.
Please email webmaster@aacai.com.au

Sean Ulm
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With an accumulated surplus and total member
funds of $14,173 the Association remains in a
healthy financial position, however the timely
payment of membership fees needs to be
maintained and costs associated with newsletter
production and printing reviewed.

At the end of the financial year the Association’s
total net assets (minus liabilities) amounted to
$14,173, down $3658 on the previous year.
The Association’s assets consist of $6424 held
in the two National Australia Bank accounts (up
$5301 on the previous year) and $8229 in its
UBS Warburg Account (formerly Potter Warburg
Cash Management Account). This account held
$17,118 for 2002.

Louis M Warren
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Victorian State
Chapter Report

Aboriginal Affairs Victoria and Heritage Victoria
gave presentations on their new site cards and
progress of their draft guidelines respectively,
with input from AACAI members invited.
Aboriginal Affairs Victoria have also stopped
maintaining their consultants list and are
directing people to the AACAI website and the
Yellow Pages.

AGM Jindabyne 4 December 2003

This year has seen the revival of AACAI in
Victoria as an active organisation. A number of
meetings were held throughout the year to
discuss the revival of the chapter, what people
wanted from the chapter and to create interest
in the organisation. All meetings were well
attended by the current members and all had
non-members present with an interest in the
organisation. It is pleasing to see a few new
members join this year ranging from Affiliate to
Full Member status and the interest we have
had from people who have recently commenced
working in the field.

The chapter has recently been in discussion
with the Urban Development Institute of
Australia to provide copy for their newsletter
regarding archaeological consulting in Victoria
and using qualified consultants. The UDIA have
also expressed interest in a member of AACAI
presenting at one of their monthly lunchtime
seminars in early 2004.
Talks have also commenced with a number of
Aboriginal communities in Victoria regarding
meeting with AACAI to present community
developed protocols and guidelines for working
with archaeological consultants. These will be
held in 2004.

A round table discussion was held half way
through the year that allowed consultants to
share their experiences in working in the
southern areas of Melbourne, which is
undergoing rapid development.

We look forward to more members in 2004 as
activities for Victorian AACAI members
increase.

Sub-surface testing, excavation and monitoring
techniques used by different consultants in this
area were discussed as there have been
varying levels of success.

Oona Nicolson

Queensland State
Chapter Report

2004 positions elected unanimously:
! Chairperson
Sean Ulm
! Vice Chairperson Annie Ross
! State Secretary
Michael Haslam
! State Treasurer
Jill Reid
! State Delegate
Catherine Westcott
! Alternative State Delegate Liz Hatte

AGM Jindabyne 4 December 2003

The Queensland State Chapter came into
existence in late 2002. Since that time Chapter
members have focussed activities on increasing
AACAI membership in Queensland. The
Queensland State Chapter Annual General
Meeting was held on 4 December 2003.

2004 planned activities:
! A one-day seminar reviewing the new
Queensland Indigenous cultural heritage
legislation. Speakers to include government
representatives, Indigenous stakeholders,
consultants, academics.
! Host the two-day lithics workshop in the
AACAI professional development series.
Various bodies are to be approached for
funding to sponsor Indigenous and student
participants.

Present (not all members): Sean Ulm, Jill Reid,
Michael Strong, Nicky Horsfall, Annie Ross, Ian
Lilley, Jenna Lamb, Michael Haslam, Andrew
McLaren,
Graham
Knuckey,
Catherine
Westcott.

Sean Ulm
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Update from the
NSW State Chapter

demonstrate to the NEC why they should
continue as an Associate Member.
This motion was not about exclusion; rather it is
aimed at ensuring that the Association has
enough people moving through the membership
levels to ensure that it stays a vibrant and viable
organisation. We would encourage Associate
members in NSW who have enough experience
and who are actively employed full-time in
consulting work to apply for Full Membership. If
you are thinking of applying and would like to
talk to someone about the pros and cons of
such a move, the members of the SEC are
available to talk to you by phone or email (check
the AACAI website for contact details).

The SEC of the NSW Chapter of the AACAI has
a mix of continuing and new members:
! Susan McIntyre-Tamwoy – Chairperson
! Annie Bickford – Deputy Chair
! Mark Rawson – Secretary
! Julie Drew – Treasurer & NEC State Rep
! Helen Brayshaw
! Dominic Steele

There are a number of exciting events
happening in NSW over the next few months:
! I recently forwarded a notice from Sarah
Colley to members advertising a talk by
Kenneth Aitchison, head of Training and
Standards, Institute of Field Archaeologists.
The talk is scheduled for 19 February, 5.30
– 7.00 pm at the Australian Museum.
! Caitlin Allen is the contact person if you
wish to participate in the Information
seminar for practitioners on the new
National heritage system that are being run
by ICOMOS Australia in Sydney on 16
February:
caitlin.allen@commerce.nsw.gov.au.
! The AACAI NSW Chapter Monday evening
talks will be commencing again soon. If
you are interested in giving a presentation
please contact Tessa Corkhill (and see
page 28 this newsletter).
! The next meeting of the SEC will be on
Monday 16 February. If you have any
issues you would like discussed at the SEC
please let me know. It would be appreciated
if you could also provide some briefing
notes (dot points will do) so that we have
some background on the issue for
discussion.

The SEC has only met formally once since the
last AGM but has had a number of home and
email meetings dealing with various issues. One
of these was the Tasmanian Heritage Act
Review which closed on 12 December 2003.
Members had requested that the SEC make a
submission to the review. A small subcommittee
was set up to put together the submission. A
copy of the submission is included in this
Newsletter for your information (see following
pages).
The NSW SEC relies on members contacting us
about issues that they feel are relevant and
important and which require considered input
from the Association. Please feel free to contact
any of us if you are aware of an issue that
requires attention. We also welcome the input
and assistance of any members when we have
issues that require quick responses. If you are
interested in participating in any issue-based,
task-committees that we establish to deal with
emerging issues please contact Sue McIntyreTamwoy on 0425215012 or by email
stamwoy@bigpond.net.au – we always have
room for volunteers and new ideas.
The SEC was glad to see the positive response
to the motion we put at the AGM at last years
conference:

Wishing everyone a satisfying and successful
2004.

The Association expects Associate Members to
apply for Full Membership after five years of fulltime consultancy activity (or equivalent). If
Associate Members have not applied for Full
Membership within 5 years, they must

Susan McIntyre-Tamwoy
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Review of the Tasmanian Historic Cultural Heritage

Act 1995

Submission to the Historic Cultural Heritage Act Review
Department of Tourism, Parks, Heritage and the Arts

be a problem. The ability to place interim
heritage orders or the automatic protection
equivalent to this until a decision is made would
be a positive addition to the Act.

The Australian Association of Consulting
Archaeologists Inc., is a national body whose
members comprise archaeologists working in a
range of consulting roles including the area of
heritage conservation. Several members of the
NSW State Chapter have either worked in
Tasmania or have a keen interest in Tasmanian
heritage conservation.

An effective Heritage Council is one that has
a
recognised
basis
for
comments,
intervention and proactive initiatives.
General functions and powers of the Heritage
Council should be broadened to include:
! promotion and publication of information
relating to the conservation of Tasmanian
heritage;
! carry out investigation, research and
inquiries relating to any of the matters listed
in 7(1);
! arrange and co-ordinate consultations,
seminars and conferences relating to the
conservation and promotion of places of
historic cultural significance

The NSW State Executive Committee of the
AACAI has put together the following comments
which we hope will assist you in your review.
Please do not hesitate to contact our
Chairperson Dr Susan McIntyre-Tamwoy on
0425 215 012 should you have any queries
regarding this submission.
You will note that we have at times drawn some
comparison with positive aspects of the NSW
Heritage Act. While we understand that the
Tasmanian government and people will have
heritage interests and priorities that are unique
to the State we believe that there are
sometimes benefits in adopting and modifying
positive aspects of existing legislation from
other States and agencies.

The Heritage Council and/or Heritage Office
staff should have a legitimate and timely
input into a range of planning mechanisms.
Adding a provision similar to 21(2) from the
NSW Heritage Act which relates to making
submissions on environmental studies and
planning instruments and providing opinions
and statements etc. would legitimise input from
the Heritage Council on such matters.

The following comments are presented for your
consideration:
Recognition that all significant places and
items have probably not yet been identified
and that such places may need strong
protective mechanisms.

There does not appear to be any sort of criteria
that the Heritage Council can put on a local
planning authority. A suggested addition is:
“Heritage Council may request preparation of an
environmental planning instrument and must be
consulted in the preparation of certain
Environmental Planning instruments”. Provision
to issue guidelines for such Environmental
Planning Instruments as per NSW Act sections
82-84 should also be included.

The Tasmanian Cultural Heritage Act only
protects things already on the register and it
appears that Stop Work orders etc. can only be
made in relation to 'registered' items. There is a
need for a provision similar to the Interim
Heritage Orders as in the NSW Heritage Act
[Part 3]. There needs to be provision for the
Minister to make opportunities and time for
investigation if, for example, a member of the
public/profession brings a place to his or her
attention which is under threat and 'may be' of
significance.

There has been some recent media attention
to heritage issues in State and privately
owned forests. In relation to these matters
and the relationship between the Historic
Cultural Heritage Act 1995 and the Forest
Practices Act 1985:

There does not seem to be any protection for an
item which is provisionally entered on the
register. Given the possible long delays involved
in moving from Provisional to Permanent entry
(see all the appeals and notifications) this could

It appears that the lopping and cutting of trees is
covered by the Act EXCEPT where this work is
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carried out in accordance with forest practices
defined in the Forest Practices Act 1985. In
other words if you go to lop your trees at a
registered site or area covered by a heritage
agreement – you need Heritage Council or
planning authority approval, BUT if you are
cutting down trees in a forest as part of an
approved forest harvest, this activity is not
covered by the provisions of the Historic
Cultural Heritage Act 1995.

!

Protection is only available under the Historic
Cultural Heritage Act to listed items. If a place
within a forest is listed, it should be adequately
protected as a Forest Practices Plan should be
prepared and this must include known heritage
sites and protection measures.
A suggested change to the Historic Cultural
Heritage Act which would make this
responsibility
clear
would
be
“works
includes......d] any removal, destruction or
lopping of trees otherwise than in accordance
with forest practices as defined in the Forest
Practices Act 1985 where a Forest Practices
Plan has been prepared and endorsed by the
Heritage Council”.

government instrumentalities have to assess
and list places they have identified as
heritage items, regardless of levels of
significance. This has the effect of
heightening accountability.
The establishment of such registers has
made it easier for the Heritage Office to
establish the ‘on-line’ State Heritage
Inventory which includes the listings on such
registers, as well as local government
heritage listings and private nominations.
While the Inventory (unlike the State
Heritage Register) does not offer any
statutory protection, it allows the public,
heritage
professionals,
developers,
landowners, students, planners, property
managers and researchers easy access to a
valuable source of information to assist the
management, research, and conservation of
the State’s heritage.

General comments:
Orders should bind successors in title (see 12H
of NSW Heritage Act). Wilful neglect does not
seem to be covered as an offence.
The financial discretion of the organisation
seems to be limited. It should include the ability
to make grants or loans for heritage
conservation purposes.

An inclusion such as this in the Historic Cultural
Heritage Act would require an amendment of
the Forest Practices Act specifying the Forest
Practices Plan as a planning instrument see
comments above.

Provision to curtail or modify other laws
affecting heritage places (see section 129 of
NSW Act).

The Forest Practices Act should be amended to
specify that the preparation of a forest practice
plan consistent with the forest practices code is
mandatory. At the same time the Forest
Practices Code should be amended to specify
that endorsement of the relevant component of
the Forest Practices Plan is required from the
Heritage Council.

There is no protection for archaeological relics
as there is in NSW, so there are no
requirements for excavation permits before
works etc.
It is unclear how much funding, authority and
resources are available to the Heritage Council
to augment the list of registered sites. At the
very least, in order to carry out the functions as
listed in section 7(1), the Heritage Council
should have sufficient funds to establish and
manage targeted surveys and assessments or
to implement and manage a targeted grants
fund aimed at filling gaps in the Register.
Similarly the Heritage Office should be in a
position to provide skilled assistance from a
range of highly specialised and experienced
heritage professionals.

A check/ public accountability is required for
government instrumentalities.
The introduction of a requirement in NSW for
Government instrumentalities to prepare and
maintain heritage and conservation registers
(see s170 NSW Act) has had several positive
outcomes including:
! Increased public accountability
! Greater continuity of information relating to
heritage properties in an environment of
increasing government desegregation
! A reduction in accidental or inadvertent loss
of heritage assets
! The protection of heritage values during
disposal of government assets.
! The inclusion of a provision for heritage and
conservation registers as in NSW would also
help with forests on crown land, as

We hope that our comments prove helpful in
your review and look forward to seeing the final
outcome of your review process. Please feel
free to contact us should you require any further
information and clarification.
Susan McIntyre-Tamwoy
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Chairperson SEC, AACAI NSW

Consuming Passions

Chocolate is made up of a unique combination
of over 500 compounds, the most diagnostic
being theobromine. Applying highly sensitive
analytical techniques, Hurst and colleagues
were able to identify theobromine in the dried
residues from the interior surface of the vessels.

by Richard Fullagar
If chocolate is the gift of love, then humans have
been ‘making love’ for over 2600 years. Jeffrey
Hurst (Hershey Foods, USA) and archaeological
colleagues from the University of Texas have
discovered the world’s oldest evidence of
chocolate consumption at Colha, in northern
Belize, Central America. This pre-dates other
finds by about 1000 years.

Theobromine is thought to stimulate the heart
and nervous system (so much so that a
chocolate bar may poison the family pet). Other
chemicals in chocolate supposedly act as
antidepressants,
antioxidants
and
even
aphrodisiacs. But whether such benefits were
known to the Mayan manufacturers of
chocolate, or whether they simply drank it for
the pleasure, is unknown.

The researchers discovered the remains of
chocolate (Theobroma cacao) inside three early
Mayan pottery vessels with long high spouts.
This style of pot is known only from the
Preclassic Period (900 BC to AD 250).
According to later written records, Mayans (and
neighbouring Aztecs) preferred their chocolate
as a frothy beverage, produced by pouring liquid
chocolate back and forth between vessels.
However, in these earlier pots froth could also
have been made by introducing air down the
spout (much like blowing bubbles into a drink
through a straw).

Hurst, W.J., Tarka, S.M., Jr., Powis, T.G., Valdez, F.
Jr. & Hester, T.R., 2002. Cacao usage by the
earliest Maya civilization. Nature 418: 289–290.

Reproduced with permission from Naturee
Australia Winter 2003, vol. 27, no. 9, p. 12.

Surely the extra weight would reduce the
speed?

Performanceenhancing Slugs

Trials on four volunteers showed that lead slugs
do indeed increase both take-off speed and
maximum vertical height, resulting in a greater
leap forward for all long jumpers. However,
mathematical models predict that there are no
advantages when the halteres are heavier than
ten kilograms. Allowing for extra muscle mass in
the upper limbs and other effects, best
performances were predicted with weights in the
two-to-nine-kilogram range – just what the
archaeological record has uncovered.

by Richard Fullagar
Hand-held weights (halteres) were first used in
the 18th Olympic Games of 708 BC. Greek
vases clearly show athletes gripping slugs of
stone and lead during the long jump, thrusting
them forward at takeoff and back again before
landing. But were these slugs introduced to
enhance performance, or to increase the
challenge of the event?

No-one knows how the ancient Olympians
worked out that extra weights are performance
enhancing. Following World Cup cricketer
Shane Warne’s explanation for taking illegal
diuretics, perhaps one of the Greek athlete’s
mums thought it would be a good idea.

Alberto Minetti and Luca Ardigó (Manchester
Metropolitan University) argued theoretically
that a weight-loaded jump would be longer than
an unloaded jump if the takeoff speeds were the
same. Thrusting the weights backwards before
landing would also propel the jumper farther
forward. But in a real-life situation, can take-off
speeds be the same with the added weights?

Minetti, A.E. & Ardigó, L.P., 2002. Halteres used in
ancient Olympic long jump. Nature 420: 141!142.

Reproduced with permission from Nature
Australia Spring 2003, vol. 27, no. 9, p. 19

Subscriptions to Nature Australia are available through the Australian Museum
or call 1800 028 558.
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Potential Archaeological Deposits in the Storage
Area of the Mangrove Creek Dam in the NSW
Central Coast
by Val Attenbrow, Australian Museum.

number and density of stone artefacts retrieved
from each test pit varied widely (Table 1), but
only a small amount of faunal material (animal
bone and shell) was recovered from these sites.

In AACAI Newsletter No. 93, Kelvin Officer
(2003: 10–11) referred in his article about
testing potential archaeological deposits to the
excavation of Loggers Shelter prior to its
inundation by the Mangrove Creek Dam. In
support of Officer’s article, I submit the following
additional
information
about
potential
archaeological deposits which were excavated
during the Mangrove Creek Dam (MCD)
salvage program. The Mangrove Creek dam
catchment area is in the sandstone hinterland of
the NSW central coast. During the salvage
program, Pat Vinnicombe introduced the
concept of potential habitation (PH) shelters. It
was, however, only as the 1978 site survey of
the storage areas progressed that Kate Sullivan
(then of NPWS), who was directing the survey,
realised that many rockshelters without any
visible sign of Aboriginal use had deposit that
looked as if it would contain archaeological
materials. Several were thus excavated, with
some providing positive results. The idea of
potential archaeological deposits (PADs) and
the need to test excavate them was thus
introduced to Australia (Furey 1978; Vinnicombe
1980 VIII: 2–3, IX-C: 11, 1984: 109; Attenbrow
1981: 12, 131–32, 1982:72).

Although the focus of excavation was on
rockshelter sites, small numbers of artefacts
(between one and three) were recorded in
disturbed situations at several open locations
adjacent to Mangrove and Boomerang Creeks
(Furey 1978; Attenbrow 1981: Table 6.3). At
only one open location on an alluvial flat
adjacent to Mangrove Creek (Stockyards OAD)
was a much larger number of artefacts (ca 100)
found exposed in disturbed and eroded areas. It
was not until massive soil disturbance occurred
during the bulldozing of access tracks around
the storage area perimeter and logging of the
storage area in late 1980 and 1981, that open
locations with larger numbers of stone artefacts
were exposed. This was well after the site
survey of the storage area (Furey 1978), and
they were observed on various and varied
occasions during the salvage excavation
program and my own PhD fieldwork which
continued until 1982. At the end of fieldwork, 22
open archaeological deposits and 24 isolated
finds (single artefacts > 50 m from any other
artefact) had been recorded in the storage area
(Attenbrow 1997[1998]: Table 3, Appendix 2).

In addition to Loggers Shelter, 27 rockshelters
with deposit were excavated during the salvage
program in the MCD storage area. Of these 28
rockshelters, only 16 had been recorded as
having archaeological deposit from the
presence of surface artefacts sighted during the
site
survey.
Of
the
twelve
potential
archaeological deposits in rockshelters that
were test excavated, eight (67%) proved to
contain sub-surface cultural materials (Table 1).
These 12 tested PADs were only a small
sample of the PH shelters with deposit recorded
in the storage area and were purposefully
selected to test whether such deposits did
contain buried cultural materials. Deposits were
chosen because of their nature and potential
depth as well as the shelter characteristics
(Furey 1978: 21); two were chosen as there
were pigment images on the shelter walls. The

Excavation was undertaken at three open
deposits: Stockyards OD during the salvage
program (Attenbrow 1981: 109, 1997[1998]: 27–
35); Black Hands OD during my PhD fieldwork
program (Attenbrow 1987); and Dry Gully[BC85]
OAD during a subsequent archaeological
investigation associated with additional works
(Bonhomme 1985). However, potential open
archaeological
deposits
were
not
test
excavated.
The need for an intensive site survey of the
storage area and an extensive excavation
program had been realized only late in the dam
construction program. The initial focus was on
excavating the recorded rockshelter deposits
and the selected PADs. With the advantage of
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by Aboriginal communities in the past – in
particular about the way in which habitation,
subsistence and land use patterns changed
throughout the Holocene.

hindsight, it can be seen that test excavation of
open PADs and several other open
archaeological deposits should have been
undertaken. However, by the time this was fully
appreciated it was too late for such additional
salvage excavation work prior to inundation.

The results of the Mangrove Creek Dam
archaeological program in respect to the testing
of PADs are not unique. This was shown by the
fieldwork for my PhD, as well as the numerous
subsequent consulting projects that have
recorded and test excavated potential
archaeological deposits, in both open and
rockshelter contexts. The incorporation of such
test excavations in future development projects
where potential archaeological deposits exist,
whether in rockshelters or in open countryside,
is essential.

The recording and testing of PADs in the MCD
storage area enabled much additional evidence
about Aboriginal occupation of the area to be
gained. By the end of the excavation program,
24 sites with archaeological deposit had been
identified, one-third of which were identified only
through the testing of PADs. This information
has added greatly to our knowledge about the
way in which sandstone environments in the
New South Wales coastal hinterland were used
Table 1.

Potential archaeological deposits test excavated during the Mangrove Creek Dam Salvage
Program.

PH No

Site Name

Area and depth
of test pit (cm)

No of artefacts
recovered

Radiocarbon
date
(BP) and Lab No

59
21
84
308
68
70
309[EB]
91
40
304[GJ]
Site

Bracken Shelter
Confluence
Dendrobium
Homestead View
Rainforest 1
Rainforest 2

2813
50
473
64
13
37
sterile
sterile
sterile
sterile
25

2890±80 (SUA-1123)

Red Eel

100 x 50 x 145
100 x 50 x 55
50 x 50 x 75
50 x 50 x 35
50 x 50 x 60
50 x 50 x 60
50 x 50 x 33
50 x 50 x 20
50 x 50 x 30
50 x 50 x 33
50 x 50 x 35

Site

Sandy Cave

50 x 50 x 35

95

2030±90 (SUA-934)

4330±95 (SUA-935)

1365±80 (SUA-933)

Other
archaeological
evidence
Faunal remains
Faunal remains
Faunal remains
Faunal remains
Faunal remains
Faunal remains

Pigment images;
Faunal remains
Pigment images;
Faunal remains

report to The Australian Museum and NSW
National Parks & Wildlife Service, Sydney.
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What the Elders Taught me. Community
Archaeology in Wardaman Country, Northern
Territory, Australia1
by Julie Drew

given area, but they often failed to discover
indigenous people’s views of their own past. In
addition until the 1990s it was often claimed that
the present-day people could not prove they
were related to the material culture extending as
far back as 10,000 years. There remain many
researchers who, while gaining the permission
of indigenous people to enter their lands, do not
consider that the stone tools or the rock
paintings and engravings of that land are part of
the present-day community’s ancestral past.
This attitude is most relevant to my reasons for
seeking out a research that is culturally
sensitive to the complex systems of Australian
Aborigines in general and more specifically to
the multiple layers of context and meaning
found within the rock art and relating to the
landscape.

Introduction
After visiting rock art sites in Wardaman country
of Northern Territory in Australia’s Top End with
Bill Harney, their senior elder, and a group of
tourists I started a project in 1998 to document
the cultural knowledge of this community and
their understanding of their Ancestral past. This
research culminated in my MPhil thesis (2001
Uni. Of Sydney) about the animal connections in
the rock art, landscape and Dreaming tracks.
This is a different form of archaeology in that,
from the outset, the Indigenous Community and
the researchers worked together towards a
common theme: to bring the knowledge and
meaning of their Ancestral past to the present
day younger generation and provide a
conceptual framework to the researchers that is
more culturally sensitive to the complex systems
of the community. Initially, the researchers
were there to listen to and record the stories,
which contained the ways of teaching provided
by the indigenous elders. We decided to go to
places where these stories are set and where
possible view the characters as painted images
or identify the track or path that Dreaming
Ancestors took. Later, as the project broadened,
we were able to unravel the layers of meanings
contained within the figures painted on the rocks
and indelibly imprinted as features in the
landscape. The story of grasshoppers and their
role in the demise of Moon, the story of bat who
killed Rainbow, the story and travels of the black
headed python are just a few. The result was a
mapping of the landscape with both
archaeologically invisible as well as visible
places significant to this community.

My research area is in Wardaman Country,
south-west of Katherine, about 450 kilometres
south of Darwin in the Northern Territory topend of Australia. Generally people have read
more about Kakadu National Park and Arnhem
Land communities and the rock art of this region
(Taçon 1989; Chaloupka 1993). There were
many
previous
studies
conducted
by
anthropologists in Wardaman Country or the
region of Victoria River. In 1912 Spencer and
Gillen photographed Wardaman women on the
Flora River. Researchers such as Basedow
1925, Stanner 1933 and 1963, Berndt and
Berndt 1948 and Merlan 1989 conducted
studies
to
understand
contemporary
communities and their ties to land through
mythology. Then conservation studies by Arndt
(1962) and Chaloupka (1974) were site specific,
excavation by Mulvaney 1958 revealed a
carbon date of 5000–7000 BP, while Flood and
David 1988–91 recorded with Earthwatch
numerous painting and engraving sites with
excavations to reveal the antiquity of the rock
art. According to David (2001) the excavations
generally showed an increase in the use of
ochre over the last 2000 years. However they
gave only a small window into the multifunctional role of the paintings and engravings
and how these were tied to the Dreaming
stories and Dreaming tracks across the

From the outset I was searching for a research
in partnership with cultural experience and
scientific method needed to form a qualitative
analysis. I was aware of the conflicts that
existed between archaeologists and indigenous
people that were due mainly to Government
organisations who considered themselves the
experts and keepers of the indigenous past.
Institutions such as National Parks promoted a
policy for archaeologists to survey and record
sites to set up their spatial distribution within a
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landscape.

Willeroo Station homestead.

It seemed to me that ethnographic information
or oral history was on a basis of custodianship
rather than understanding the present people’s
ties to their ancestral past and the right to
convey knowledge. Two important points need
to be explained here. First, a custodian may
have responsibilities and obligations to land
through family ties, and thus may become an
informant about that land. However, this person
is not necessarily the owner of the land and may
not have full knowledge of it. So, second,
knowledge is graded by identity with country as
well as by age and at times by gender.
Consequently some researchers (Flood,
Chippendale) while gaining permission to be on
the land of the Aboriginal community, were
inhibited in their interpretation by constructing
theories that generated their own meanings,
rather than first gaining a holistic understanding
of the culture. By working with the elders from
the outset, the researcher can become armed
with the rich and complex knowledge embedded
in the language of this culture and then begin to
document the rock art or other relevant material
culture. As Rhys Jones said, when you learn an
Aboriginal language you see the landscape
quite differently.

Bill Harney wears many hats – at times a tourist
operator, an artist, the main negotiator for the
Native Title claim of Innesvale Station, as well
as today senior elder and spokesman for
Wardaman people. In the Upper Daly River
Land Claim 1976, Meehan and Capell describe
Bill Harney: ‘his knowledge of landscape and of
the Dreamings and their travels was thorough
and encyclopaedic. It was obvious during site
visits that much of the landscape was seen as
imbued with spiritual significance.’ Today, he
sees his role in cross-cultural understanding as
one which brings together the Aboriginal
concepts and white Australian concepts. He
teaches children, tourists and archaeologists all
together about the creation of the Aboriginal
cosmos. However, it’s up to each individual how
deeply they pursue that understanding, in much
the same way that some initiates learn and
understand more quickly and enquire more
deeply than others.
Figure 1: Ancestor-with-no-mouth

Ethnographic Accounts
The initial visit to the spectacular Wardaman
rock paintings and engravings indicated to me
that there were multiple levels of context
wrapped into Bill’s words and connected to the
pictures and landscape. It was an important
time to meet Bill in 1997, as this was just when
he was accepted as the senior Wardaman elder
after the last senior elder, Claude Manballoo,
died. Then, in 1998, I met Lily after Elsie
Raymond had died. Knowing the informant’s
position within the community and their personal
background in relation to affiliations is an
important aspect of gathering the ethnographic
information.
Lily is the Wardaman senior female elder since
Elsie Raymond died. Elsie was the main
informant for Francesca Merlan, Josephine
Flood and Bruno David and at that time she was
the senior female of Wardaman elders. Elsie’s
husband was from nearby Ngaliwurru country,
while Lily’s first husband was a Wardaman man
from Mumendadguni clan. Her father’s clan
country is Bunnanggai – now part of Gregory
National Park, but formerly Wardaman clan
country – and her mother’s clan country is
Jiggaigarn, which is part of Wardaman
Menngen station-land today.
Lily lived at
Willeroo station then travelled as a cook in the
stockmen’s camps while Elsie stayed at
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Wardaman rock art was produced in an existing
system of social and territorial relations. These
buwarraja figures were not created by people
we Westerners are told, but are Dreaming
beings resting in their landscape. The
knowledge gained is that similar Dreaming
lightening ancestors are painted in different clan
countries and given different names, which are
related to totemic animals of that landscape as
indicated in Map 10 (Drew 2001). Much of
Wardaman rock art was created and interpreted
narratively through using animals as metaphors
in the totemic landscape. For example Bill says
at Garnawala site:

life system;
tracks across the landscape which connect
the buwarraja travels of the Dreaming
beings (animals).

It was through several methods that I fitted the
puzzle together. Several visits to major sites
with different Elders or custodians, replaying of
video and audio recordings, clarifying the story
and the pronunciation of Wardaman words with
the elders (and helped by Francesca Merlan’s
written Wardaman vocabulary), and my own
linguistic training in French and German
language that enabled me to see the landscape
differently.
What we might ask is whether these paintings
that today express these relations were always
there within this identifiable frame of the totemic
animal and bounded by the clan territory? Or, is
the frame of animal manifestations the last
episode in the culture placed there to appear
innocent to the invading nations? We can see in
many sites up to five layers of superimposition –
mostly of the headdress buwarraja figures but
also up to three layers of animal figures.

The lightening man with a cap and no
headdress Bullyu is a hollow tree goanna,
the one who chose the special meeting
place – another type of lightening, the
peewees or gulirrida – he’s the one from
Mumendadguni country for dancing that
country. He put all the song together with
the butcher bird – he had the clap sticks,
and the long tailed pheasant – he blew the
didgeridoo. Those two are from Muy Muy
country. (See front cover illustration)

What is important for archaeologists to
recognise is to that the places in the landscape,
put there in the Dreaming by the Ancestral
Beings, continue to live and exist today. We had
worked together in a way that renewed old
people’s knowledge and demonstrated the
value of audio-visual recording with GPS
mapping techniques, so that places both
archaeologically visible and those invisible to
the outsider are linked and understood. I had
gone from discovering in 1997 that the animals
depicted
were
more
than
naturalistic
representations.
These
Animals
created
different activities in the Dreaming and they
belonged to that land through ties with people.
My increased knowledge through the stories
and explanations of paintings and landscape
monuments as celebration centres of various
events showed that the Wardaman world is all
part of an intricate, rich and meaningful
sequence that was laid down by the local
ancestors. Our discovery of these events is
important for the knowledge that they give, and
for the spatial layout of the activities that
occurred across the landscape, allowing us to
arrive at a more sophisticated understanding of
the outer layers of the rock art rather than our
seeing with European eyes the chronology or
antiquity as verification of their importance.

Methods Used
To arrive at the above understanding I had to
listen and observe carefully, then ask for
clarification, then for deeper meaning at a later
date. Visits to the rock art sites would focus on
different aspects – the creation story of the
original
ancestor
beings,
the
initiation
celebration, the story of Rainbow or Black
headed Python and so on. On the same surface
are more recent paintings and engraved marks
added at different times. The significance of
many of these paintings and engraved marks
are understood by the present community.
Often they will not talk about the place visited,
because it is not that person’s right to impart the
knowledge.
The data sorted included understanding:
! the relationship of a person to country;
! the identification of a person’s Dreaming
totem at the clan or family level;
! depictions on the rock surface which are
buwarraja Dreaming figures – each has its
own Wardaman name – and those that are
bulawala figures made by the ‘old people’;
! features in the landscape that indicate
buwarraja places – where Dreaming animal
beings performed an activity or created a

Note
I have cut out the numerous paintings and some
engravings shown on overhead projection at Glebe
Library AACAI Occasional Talk. I focused this talk on
what is meant by the term ‘community archaeology’
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Art. The archaeology of pre-understanding. Allen
and Unwin, Sydney.

which in my thesis was described as ‘Informed
archaeology’. The methods used to unravel the layers
of meaning and therefore see the layering of the
paintings can be applied elsewhere.
1.

Drew. J.J., 2001. Animal Connections in Rock Art
Landscape and Dreaming Tracks. An informed
archaeology of Wardaman country in Northern
Territory. Master of Philosophy thesis, University
of Sydney.

Presented at AACAI Occasional Talks in
November 2003 and part of paper presented at
WAC5 Washington DC.

Flood. J., 1997. Rock Art of the Dreamtime: Images
of Ancient Australia.
Angus & Robertson,
Sydney.
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Excavations at George & Charles Street,
Parramatta1
by Mary Casey
River with high heat,
stratigraphic anomalies.

During October to December 2002 Casey &
Lowe undertook an excavation of an early
period site on the corner of George and Charles
Streets, Parramatta for Meriton Apartments.
This project involved 16 archaeologists as well
as Mary and Tony. The site contained the
remains of six pre-1822 structures within six
early allotments. All were probably built by
1804. William Byrnes eventually purchased the
entire six lots. He and his brother James
operated a series of early flour and textile mills
in Parramatta adjacent to the wharf. A Chinese
market gardener leased part of the block in the
first half of the twentieth century. The challenge
of this important site was increased by it being
located on the sandy alluvium of the Parramatta

windstorms

and

Extensive significant remains were found
belonging to all periods of the site’s occupation.
Remains of five ‘convict huts’ were found, with
the sixth likely to be beyond the boundary of the
study area. A series of deposits belonging to the
convict period and/or the later leaseholders
were found containing quantities of lead-glazed
and unslipped early pottery, as well as
leaseholder-period
pits
with
shell-edge
creamware, early blue transfer prints and
Canton pattern Chinese porcelain.
Two rectangular clay-lined features, possibly
used for food storage, were found in two of the
allotments. Another contemporary feature on a
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material was initiated by Dr Jo McDonald and
the representatives of three Aboriginal groups.
Significant remains associated with the

separate allotment, also probably for storage,
was a stone-lined rectangular pit. Another
allotment had a single barrel pit – four similar
barrel pits were previously
found at the Babes in the
Woods site, a few hundred
metres to the west along
George Street.

The
Byrnes-period
occupation from the 1830s
to 1940s was represented
by extensive remains of
buildings;
water-storage
structures
–
including
reservoirs,
well
and
cisterns; pet burials and
rubbish pits. The Byrnes’
house was a large, twostorey stone building with
an extensive cellar with
intact storage bays. Forms
of water storage included
wells and cistern, and two
rectangular
stone
reservoirs. Rubbish pits
associated with the Byrnes
dates to all periods of their
Figure 1: Robyn Stocks showing artefacts during the Open Day
occupation, the 1840s to
the 1920s. It is an exciting
Aboriginal occupation were identified.
corpus of material associated with two
Part of the project involved the assistance of
generations of a single family.
volunteers. Interpretation of the results of the
The occupation of Ah Chee, the Chinese market
archaeological program will be incorporated into
gardener, at the site was mostly represented by
the building, as well as the re-use of the large
the backfill of a well. This deposit included
sandstone blocks from the Byrnes’ cellar to face
Chinese rice and tea bowls, many herbal
the new building at street level.
medicine bottles, and alcohol bottles with
In April 2003 we won the inaugural Parramatta
Chinese writing that appear to be Japanese saki
Heritage Award, Urban Settings: Research,
bottles. Specialist cataloguers have finished
Education and Promotion.
cataloguing the various artefact categories.
The sandy soil profile of this site increased the
potential for Aboriginal remains. These were
identified on the first day of excavation and an
extensive program of excavation for Aboriginal

1.

Presented at AACAI Occasional Talks in
September 2003 in Sydney.

Please note that the views expressed in this
newsletter are those of the authors and not
necessarily those of AACAI, the Executive
Committee or the Editor.
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Prestigious Award goes
to ANU Archaeologist

She was one of a group of academics from
Australia ICOMOS whose 1998 submission to
the World Heritage Committee stated that the
proposed uranium mine at Jabiluka would
potentially damage the World Heritage values of
Kakadu National Park.

Australian archaeology’s highest honour, the
Rhys Jones Medal, has been awarded to
Emerita Professor Isabel McBryde AO, a
Visiting Fellow at The Australian National
University and the Australian Institute of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies.

“In 1960, Professor McBryde was appointed to
the first titled position in Prehistory and Ancient
History at the University of New England. Her
brief was to establish teaching in prehistory and
regional research in the archaeology of the
Aboriginal past. She obtained her PhD in 1967,
pioneering
studies
of
New
England
archaeology. In 1974 Professor McBryde moved
to ANU, where she was appointed to the Chair
of Prehistory in 1986. Among her many other
appointments, she served as a Commissioner of
the Australian Heritage Commission from 1982
to 1988.

“The Rhys Jones Medal for Outstanding
Contribution to Australian Archaeology is the
highest award offered by the Australian
Archaeological Association,” said outgoing
Association President, Sean Ulm.
“Professor McBryde is only the second
archaeologist to receive the award. She is an
internationally renowned and universally
respected archaeologist with a career spanning
more than 40 years. Few people have created
such an enduring legacy for Australian
archaeology.

“Professor McBryde received the Rhys Jones
medal during the Australian Archaeological
Association’s 25th Annual Conference, hosted
by the ANU Centre for Archaeological Research
in Jindabyne at the weekend. The award was
established in 2002 in honour of the late ANU
Professor Rhys Jones, marking his enormous
contribution to the development and promotion
of archaeology in Australia.”

“In the international field, Professor McBryde is
a leading Australian figure, widely known for her
research on the archaeology of Aboriginal trade
and exchange. Among international and
national achievements, she was influential in
establishing important changes to the operation
of the World Heritage Convention and to the
World Heritage List. These changes made
possible the recognition of cultural landscapes,
so making the lists more representative of the
world’s cultural heritage.”

Laila Haglund Prize for
Excellence in
Consultancy 2003

The Head of the School of Archaeology and
Anthropology at ANU, Professor Matthew
Spriggs, said these changes had great
significance for countries in the Asia-Pacific
region.

Anthony J. Barham, Kel Lambkin, Richard
Fullagar, Jo McDonald & Beth White

“People are at the centre of the past for
Professor McBryde. This led her to combine
archaeology, ethnohistory and oral tradition in
her research, seeking to understand people’s
lives in times past. She was a pioneer in the
involvement of Aboriginal communities in
archaeological work affecting them. Professor
McBryde has taught three generations of
archaeologists, shaped the direction of
education in the discipline and championed the
university
education
of
Indigenous
archaeologists.

"First Steps into the Mire": The Stratigraphic,
Chronological and Broader Methodological
Significance of New Evidence for Late Holocene
Aboriginal Occupation of Wetland Margins at
Wingecarribee Swamp, Burrawang, NSW
This paper reports results from a cultural
heritage management study undertaken for the
Sydney Catchment Authority (SCA) at the
internationally
significant
wetland,
Wingecarribee Swamp, in the Southern
Highlands of NSW. Wingecarribee Swamp was
formerly the largest montane freshwater
peatland in Australia. In 1998 a major structural
failure occurred in the peat – a bog 'burst'. This
lead to extensive disruption of the peatland and
loss of peat into the adjacent reservoir.

“Professor McBryde has had a long association
with the management of Willandra Lakes World
Heritage Area (including Lake Mungo) and
served on the Board of Uluru-Kata Tjuta
National Park.
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Temporary closure of
Australian Museum
Aboriginal Archaeological
Collection

In 2003 two excavations were completed within
areas where the peatland stratigraphy remains
unaffected by the 1998 collapse. Both open
area excavations recovered significant lithic
artefact assemblages of Bondaian age. The
lithic assemblages show vertical stratification,
changes in raw material preference through
time and correlations between lithic discard
concentrations and spatial shifts/proximity of the
swamp margin.

The Australian Museum has commenced plans
to temporarily resolve space issues relating to
some of its staff and collections. As part of this
process
the
Museum's
Aboriginal
Archaeological Collections will be relocated.
The re-location will involve moving the
collections from off-site rental premises to a
temporary but purpose-built storage facility in
the Museum grounds. The storage conditions
for the collections and ease of access to them
will be vastly improved. However, to facilitate
this process we anticipate that the collections
will be closed for a period of one year from 5
December 2003.

Field results from excavation and peat coring
were meshed within a geoarchaeological
interpretive framework, to produce a facies
model for the stratigraphic development of the
wetland margin. The sites provide well-stratified
evidence for site occupation at the wetland
margin, confirming predictions made previously
(e.g. Hiscock 1981) regarding the likely
significance of wetland habitats as resource
zones in southern NSW. Most significantly,
artefacts were located beneath, within, and at
the margins of the peat body. A palaeosol
underlies the present peat body, representing a
buried earlier Holocene valley landscape. The
rapidly accumulating late Holocene wetland
margins at Wingecarribee provide a sequence
where high-resolution chronologies for both
Aboriginal wetland resource use, and lithic
artefact manufacture, use and discard can be
obtained. This high-resolution stratigraphy
covers the period from 3000 BP to present and
allows identification and separation of
immediate pre-European contact events from
evidence for land-use change in both the
historic and prehistoric periods. It is argued that
the late Holocene wetland margin deposits and
alluvial tracts represent facies environments of
underestimated archaeological significance as
PADs (potential archaeological deposits) and
proxy palaeoenvironmental research archives in
southern NSW.

To enable us to undertake this massive project
we have decided to suspend the majority of our
regular
collection-related
activities.
The
exception will be Indigenous access to the
collections, which will be assessed on a caseby-case basis relative to the state of the
collections at the time of request. The activities
to be temporarily suspended include:

(This study was jointly undertaken for the
Sydney Catchment Authority by Jo McDonald
Cultural Heritage Management Pty Ltd in
collaboration with members of the Illawarra
LALC, the Wodi Wodi Elders Corporation and
the Elouera KEJ).
Note: Paper presented to the 2003 Australian
Archaeological Association Annual Conference
held at Jindabyne. Details of previous winners
are available on the AACAI website at:
http://www.aacai.com.au/awards/
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Any immediate acceptance of donations.

!

Any immediate acceptance of depositions of
material excavated and/or collected in NSW
under the NPWS Act (1974). We will not be
able to accept depositions until December
2004. However, please let us know if you
would expect to deposit material with us
shortly after the collections ‘re-open’ as
depending on the number of requests we
may need to establish a program for
accepting these delayed depositions on a
first-come-first-served basis.

!

Facilitation of research access to the
collections, including inquiries not requiring
physical access to the collections.

!

General requests for information.

!

Loans of collection material whether for
education, research, or exhibition purposes.
All existing loans will be maintained and can
be renewed if they are due to expire within
this timeframe. All loan requests that have
already been approved will be honoured.
Please note that no new loan requests
should be submitted to us following this
notification.
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News from Godden
Mackay Logan

We are aware that this may inconvenience
many institutions and individuals who regularly
access these collections and others that may
have been anticipating accessing the collections
within this timeframe. We will be in contact with
you again at a later stage to confirm the specific
date when our normal activities will resume. We
ask for your understanding as we go into this
busy phase.

by Jennie Lindbergh
Godden Mackay Logan have been busy on
fieldwork and post-excavation analysis over the
last few months at a number of sites, including
Casseldon Place, Prince Henry Hospital,
Newtown Silos site and 157 Canterbury Rd,
Canterbury.

If you have any queries about the details of the
temporary closure you can contact the Project
Officer for the Aboriginal Archaeological
Collections, Rebecca Conway on 02 9320 6460
or email at rebeccac@austmus.gov.au

During November and December 2003
monitoring of a section of the Argyle Street site,
Parramatta (bounded by Argyle, Church and
Fitzwilliam Streets) followed the demolition of
shops across the site (as part of the Parramatta
Rail Link project). The site was assessed as
potentially containing archaeological material
associated with the residential and commercial
development of the area, including a blacksmith,
and horse and livery stables. The monitoring
revealed the foundations of structures dating
from the 1870s to early 1900s across the site. A
number of deeper subsurface features
associated with these structures were also
identified, including cesspits and beehive
cisterns, as well as some landscaping features
in the front and rear yards of the properties.
However, little remained in the way of
occupation deposits and portions of the site had
been substantially disturbed by subsequent
development. The site is to be redeveloped as
part of the Parramatta Transport Interchange.

News from Heritage
Victoria
by Jeremy Smith
Andrew Long & Associates have recently
completed their excavation at the Jolimont
Square site in east Melbourne. The dig
unearthed the remains of a collection of
cottages dating to the 1850s. The cottages were
built on the estate of former Governor Charles
La Trobe.
Heritage
Victoria's
archaeologists
and
enforcement officers have been travelling
around the State meeting staff from Parks
Victoria to discuss enforcement under the
Heritage Act. The Parks Victoria staff are being
made inspectors under the Act. It is hoped that
this program will improve the understanding of
cultural heritage values in regional areas,
particularly in State forests. The issue of bottle
collectors and the damage that they cause was
discussed at length at the meetings, and it is
likely that tougher enforcement actions will
follow.

The lower basement of Scots Church, Margaret
Street, Sydney, has been monitored during
deep excavation works throughout November
and December 2003 in preparation for
redevelopment of the site. While the present
building is to remain, the lower level is being
excavated to provide car parking facilities. The
site of the Scots Church site had been occupied
by the Marine Encampment, the Lieutenant
Governor's garden and part of a leasehold
granted to John Macarthur. An earlier Scots
Church was built at the location but was
demolished in 1926 to facilitate the construction
of the Presbyterian Hall that currently occupies
the site. The monitoring works were specifically
looking for deposits and features that related to
the occupation of the site prior to the
construction
of
Scots
Church.
The
archaeological monitoring however has not
(yet?) identified remains or features associated
with the earlier phases of occupation at the site.

Heritage Victoria will soon be issuing invitations
to tender for the City of Port Phillip
Archaeological Management plan. Heritage
Victoria is keen to develop and implement a
management plan that will be similar to the
existing Melbourne Central Business District
plan.
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The conference will offer the opportunity to hear
several speakers with specialist expertise in the
conservation of fortifications, join site visits to
three fortifications and discuss issues of mutual
interest such as conservation techniques,
interpretation and promotion.

CONFERENCE
NOTICES

The conference is aimed at all of those involved
in the conservation, management and
interpretation of fortifications. Participants from
all levels of government will be involved.

National Trust (NSW) Conference
“heritage under glass”

To register your interest in attending or
presenting a paper or workshop, or for further
information please contact:

8 March 2004
The National Trust of Australia (NSW) is holding
its annual conference on Monday 8 March 2004
at the National Trust Centre, Observatory Hill,
Sydney. “heritage under glass” is a long
overdue conference. At a time of debate about
population increases and impacts on the
Sydney metropolitan region, how can heritage
be retained so that it contributes positively to the
identity and character of the city. It is essential
attendance for anyone concerned about how
Sydney is developing, and dealing with its
heritage. It is designed to be provocative and
raise questions about the present planning
process. In particular, it seeks to examine in
what ways the current heritage system fails to
achieve a holistic approach to conserving and
managing heritage items, together with their
surrounding context.

Robert Newton, NSW National Parks and
Wildlife Service
e-mail: robert.newton@npws.nsw.gov.au

Global Perspectives on the
Archaeology of Islands
8–11 December 2004
An International Conference to be held at the
University of Auckland, New Zealand, jointly
organised by the Department of Anthropology,
University of Auckland and the Institute of
Archaeology, University College London. The
objective of this conference is to bring together
researchers actively engaged in the study of
islands and island societies throughout the
world to define common ground, to compare
approaches, perspectives and the results of
recent research, and to promote the
investigation of the archaeology of the world's
islands.

Nine key speakers have been invited to present
papers which address issues concerning
environmental heritage at this broader level.
contact Mara Barnes on 9258 0161 for further
information or email to
conference@nsw.nationaltrust.org.au

Anticipated major themes include: island
landscapes, human ecology and environmental
change, island languages and archaeology,
maritime trade and exchange, seafaring,
colonization, identity and insularity, and island
demography and population history. Additional
or alternative themes will be defined in response
to received abstracts.

Australian Coastal Fortifications
Conference
The Gap Bluff Centre, Sydney
28–30 April 2004
In April 2004, the NSW National Parks and
Wildlife Service will host a conference devoted
to the conservation, interpretation and
promotion of Australia’s historic coastal
fortifications.

Those interested in offering a paper are asked
to send a title and abstract of ca. 150 words by
1 March 2004 in any common document format
to:
Matthew Campbell: ml.campbell@auckland.ac.nz

The objective of the conference is to share
conservation management techniques and
discuss cross-promotional opportunities with the
aim of improving conservation management
practices,
enhancing
cultural
tourism
experiences and improving our understanding of
the wealth of Australia’s defence heritage.

or James Conolly: j.conolly@ucl.ac.uk
Please see
information:

the

web

site

for

additional

http://www.arts.auckland.ac.nz/ant/islands/index
.htm
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Seminar programs

Society for Historical Archaeology
Conference
York, UK – January 2005
For the first time the Society for Historical
Archaeology (SHA) will be holding its annual
conference outside the USA. It will be held in
association with the Society for Post-Medieval
Archaeology (SPMA) in York, UK.

AACAI NSW Occasional Meetings
AACAI NSW OCCASIONAL
March - June 2004

As usual these meetings will be held on the first
Monday of each month.

The conference may be of interest to Australian
historical
archaeologists
and
maritime
archaeologists and is expected to draw about
800 people. Any maritime archaeologist who is
interested in going or who may want to give a
paper or organise a session should contact the
Underwater Chair, Chris Underwood:

Where: Benledi Room, Glebe Library (Cnr
Glebe Pt & Wigram Rds, Glebe, Sydney).
When: Refreshments 6.30 pm; talk starts 7 pm.
Cost: Members $5, Non-Members
Speakers & Enrolled Students free

email : chris@nasportsmouth.org.uk

$10,

PROGRAM

web site www.nasportsmouth.org.uk

Monday March 1: Michael Therin (Therin
Archaeological
Consulting):
Landscape
Significant? Archaeological landscapes and
significance
in
Cultural
Heritage
Management. Most consulting archaeologists
recognise the presence of Aboriginal artefacts
throughout the entire landscape, yet this
presence is rarely incorporated in CHM
recommendations
or
archaeological
investigation. This talk will use my recent
archaeological investigations in the Cumberland
Plain as a case study for examining a landscape
approach to the identification of archaeological
significance. I will also discuss the ramifications
of such approaches in terms of current NSW
heritage legislation.

or contact Mark Staniforth for further details:
email: Mark.Staniforth@flinders.edu.au
08 8201 5195 (office) 8201-3845 (fax)

CAVEPS 2005 and
Extinction symposium:

MEETINGS:

Quaternary

10th Conference on Australasian Vertebrate
Evolution Palaeontology and Systematics
Naracoorte Caves World Heritage Area,
Naracoorte, South Australia,AUSTRALIA

Monday April 5: Robynne Mills (Mills
Archaeological & Heritage Services): The
Sydney Orbital. A discussion of management
issues, plus some preliminary data from sites
along the route.

29 March – 2 April 2005
CAVEPS is a biennial meeting of vertebrate
palaeontologists from around Australia and
overseas. CAVEPS 2005 will consist of 3 days
of general sessions including papers on all
aspects
of
vertebrate
palaeontology,
culminating in a 2 day symposium which will
focus on Quaternary extinctions and dating
applications. In addition to the main sessions, a
student forum is also proposed where students
can present their project proposals or work in
progress and benefit from professional input.
Expressions of interest are sought for CAVEPS
2005. Contact:

Monday May 3: Jane Harrington (Jo
McDonald CHM Pty Ltd): (Un)romancing the
Stones. This talk will review fieldwork with a
community living in a World Heritage listed
archaeological site: Avebury in England. The
presentation will look at some of the issues that
have arisen in managing the cultural heritage at
the site and how these have more general
implications when working with communities
and heritage.

Liz Reed: liz.reed@flinders.edu.au or

Monday June 7: To be confirmed

Steven Bourne:
Bourne.Steven@saugov.sa.gov.au

For further information or if you have any
suggestions
contact
Tessa
Corkill
on
tessa.corkill@bigpond.com or 02 96521470.
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CONTRIBUTIONS

All contributions to the Newsletter are welcome and should be submitted either on
floppy disk (IBM compatible) or by email – attachments as either a word or .rtf file
are preferable to text embedded in an email. You can contact any member of the
Committee regarding contributions to the Newsletter, or forward to:

Jane Harrington
Editor, AACA Inc. Newsletter
c/- Jo McDonald Cultural Heritage Management Pty Ltd
PO Box 856, MARRICKVILLE NSW 2204
Ph/fax:
Email:

(02) 9560 0275 / (02) 9560 0279
newsletter@aacai.com.au

or
The Newsletter Editor
Box 214 Holme Building
University of Sydney NSW 2006

Please forward contributions for the next Newsletter by
30 March 2004.

