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MEDIA RELEASE – 16 NOVEMBER 2020
Submissions on the Draft Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Bill 2020
On 2 September 2020, the WA Minister of Aboriginal Affairs, Ben Wyatt, released the draft Aboriginal Cultural Heritage
Bill 2020, allowing for a public consultation period of just over 5 weeks.
Despite the short timeframe allowed for feedback on such an important draft Bill, 157 organisations and individuals
managed to make submissions.
The WA Chapter of the Australian Association of Consulting Archaeologists Inc. (AACAI) and the AHA Collective have
analysed all of these submissions. From this analysis, there is very little public support for the current draft Bill. An
overwhelming majority of submissions state that the Bill must be amended. The Bill does not meet community
expectations, nor does it satisfy the needs of industry stakeholders and land users who work with Aboriginal cultural
heritage in Western Australia.
Level of support

Count

%

Supports

10

6%

Supports with minor amendment

47

30%

Does not support - needs major amendment

50

32%

Does not support

47

30%

Does not address the Bill

3

2%

Total

157

Up until the current Stage 3 public review, previous consultative stages of the AHA reform have been comprehensive.
Starting in March 2018, the government spoke with Aboriginal people, heritage experts, and industry stakeholders
across WA. Stage 3, which is the critical phase of considering the actual proposed new legislation and its implications,
has been seriously lacking in both time and genuine, two-way dialogue.
As if to underline the inadequacies of the current AHA, this year the ancient Aboriginal sites at Juukan Gorge in the
lands of the Puutu Kunti Kurrama and Pinikura (PKKP) people, were legally destroyed. This event was a tragedy for the
PKKP and it raised global outrage. The draft Bill purports to meet the needs of all those consulted and prevent a future
Juukan Gorge event from happening. Yet most of the groups consulted are dismayed by the draft Bill because it does
not offer Aboriginal people a real say in their heritage. Whilst the draft Bill does offer a few new safeguards, it will still
allow more tragedies like Juukan Gorge to happen again.
Many submissions set out what is required to develop a fair and practical Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act. We urge
the Minister to make the amendments that will satisfy stakeholder needs, strengthen heritage processes, and produce
workable and equitable heritage legislation.
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